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Nehemiah Chapter 1 
 

Did you know that it took Thomas Edison 2,000 experiments before he invented the right 
filament for the first light bulb?  When a young reporter asked him what it felt like to fail so many 
times.  Edison replied, “I never failed once.  Inventing the light bulb just happened to be a two-
thousand-step process.” 
 

When Beethoven was forty-six years old he had become completely deaf and yet went on to 
compose his greatest works, including five symphonies, during his deaf years. 
 

Amazing!  What was it about these people that enabled them to endure adversity, failure, 
ridicule, and heartbreak?  When things get tough in my life, my tendency is to become discouraged 
and depressed.  I am tempted to just give up.  How about you?  Do you ever feel like throwing in the 
towel? 
 

If you’re feeling like that today, Nehemiah is going to show us hw to keep going when you 
feel like giving up.  In fact, determination is the BIG IDEA that runs through this book.  My hope for 
all of us is to develop the same degree of determination as Nehemiah.  And as we do so, we can 
accomplish whatever God has called us to do as we follow Nehemiah’s example. 
 

The great God who enabled Nehemiah to finish building the walls of Jerusalem will enable us 
to finish our course with joy and accomplish the work He has called us to do.  There is no reason to 
quit or even to despair.   

 
Does Anybody Really Care? 

Nehemiah was a kind of person who cared.  He cared about the traditions of the past and the 
needs of the present.  He cared about the hopes for the future.  He cared about his heritage, the city of 
his ancestors, and the glory of his God.  He revealed this caring attitude in four different ways. 
 
First: He Cares Enough to Ask 

Nehemiah was a layman, cupbearer to the king of Persia ~ 464 BC.  He is identified as the son 
of Hachaliah.  The name Nehemiah means “The Lord has comforted.”  A cupbearer was a position of 
great responsibility and privilege.  A man who stood that close to the king in public had to be 
handsome, knowledgeable, able to converse with the king and advise him if asked.  Because he had 
access to the king, the cupbearer was a man of great influence. 

 
The Jewish remnant had been back to their home land, and Nehemiah could’ve joined them, 

but he chose to remain in the palace.  It turned out that God had a work for him to do there that he 
couldn’t have accomplished elsewhere.   
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God had put Nehemiah in Shushan or Susa, the capital city of the Persian Empire, Joseph in 
Egypt, and Daniel in Babylon.  He put them for a reason there. 

 
Nehemiah met with his brother Hanani (7:2) who had just returned from a visit to Jerusalem, 

but it turned out to be a turning point in Nehemiah’s life.  Moses went out to care for is sheep 
(Exodus 3); Peter, Andrew, James, and John were mending their nets after a night of failure, but that 
was the day that Jesus called them to be to be fishers of men (Luke 5:1-11). 

 
You never know what God has in store, even in a commonplace conversation with a friend, a 

relative, or a coworker.  So, keep your heart open to God’s providential leading.   
 

Some people prefer NOT to know what is going on, because information might bring 
obligation.  Nehemiah asked about Jerusalem and the people living there because he had a caring 
heart.  What did Nehemiah learn about Jerusalem and the Jews?  Three words: Remnant, Ruin, and 
Reproach.  

 
Of course, Nehemiah had known all his life that the city of is fathers was in ruins, because the 

Babylonians had destroyed Jerusalem’s walls, gates, and temple in 586 BC (2 Kings 25:1-21).  Fifty 
years later, a group of 50,000 Jews had retuned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple and the city.  For 
many reasons, however, the temple was not completed for 20 years (Ezra 1-6), and the gates and 
walls never were repaired.  Nehemiah had hoped that the work on the walls had begun again and that 
the city was now restored.  Without gates and walls, the city was open to attacks. 

 
Second: He Cared Enough to Weep (1:4) 
 
Third: He Cared Enough to Pray (1:5-10) 
 
Fourth: He Cared Enough to Volunteer (1:11) 
 
 

Nehemiah planned to volunteer to go to Jerusalem to supervise the rebuilding of the walls.  
He did not pray for God to send somebody else, nor did he argue that he was ill-equipped for such a 
difficult task.  He simply said, “Here am I-send me!”  He knew that he would’ve to approach the king 
and request a leave of absence.  Eastern Kings’ words meant life or death.  What would happen to 
Nehemiah’s plans if he approached Artaxerxes on the wrong day, when the king was ill or displeased 
with something or someone in the palace? 
 

The King’s cupbearer would have to sacrifice the comfort and security of the palace for the 
rigors and dangers of life in a ruined city.  Luxury would be replaced by ruins, and prestige by 
ridicule and slander.  He would leave behind the ease of the palace and take up the toils of 
encouraging a beaten people and finishing an almost impossible task. 
 

And with the help of God, he did it.  In fifty-two days, the walls were rebuilt, the gates were 
restored, and the people were rejoicing!  And it all started with a man who cared.  Paul cared and 
took the gospel throughout the Roman Empire.  God is still looking for people who care, people like 
Nehemiah, who cared enough to ask for the facts, weep over the needs, pray for God’s help, and then 
volunteer to get the job done.  Here am I, Lord- send me!” 


