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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 
21 E. Church Street 
Blackwood, NJ 08012 
Bible Study Notes (Tuesday October 4th, 2016) 
Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 
 

Nehemiah Chapter 2:1-8 
The Mountain Starts to Move! 

 
ONE person can make a big difference in the world, if that person knows God and trusts in Him.  
Because faith makes a difference, we can make a difference in our world to the glory of God.  
“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace,” said Martin Luther.  In Mark 9:23 the Bible 
says, “All things are possible to him who believes.”  Jesus says living faith can move mountains 
~ Matthew 17:20. 
 
This chapter describes three evidences of Nehemiah’s faith.  As we study these evidences of 
faith, we must examine out our own hearts to see whether or not we are really walking and 
working by faith. 
 
First: He Had the Faith to Wait (2:1-3) 
Since the Jewish month of Nisan would be our mid-March to mid-April, it would indicate that 
four months have passed since Nehemiah received the bad news about the plight of Jerusalem.  
As every believer should, Nehemiah patiently waited on the Lord for directions, because it is 
through “faith and patience” that we inherit the promises as Hebrews 6:12 says.  We must know 
not only how to weep and pray, but also how to wait and pray. 
 
When we wait on the Lord in prayer, we are not wasting our time; we are investing it.  Three 
statements in Scripture have a claiming effect on me whenever I get nervous and want to rush 
ahead of the Lord: 
“Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord” Exodus 14:13 
“Sit still … until you know how the matter will turn out” Ruth 3:18 
“Be still, and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10 
 
In God’s time, the king noticed that his cupbearer was carrying a burden.  The king inquired why 
his servant was so sad.  “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water; he 
turns it wherever he wishes.” Proverbs 21:1.  
 
Second: He Had the Faith to Ask (2:4-8) 
The King asked Nehemiah, “What do you request?”  What an opportunity for Nehemiah!  All the 
power and wealth of the kingdom were wrapped up in the question. 
 
In Nehemiah 2:4-5 we read, “So I prayed to the God of heaven.  Then I said to the king …”  As 
he was accustomed to do, Nehemiah sent one of his quick “telegraph prayers” to the Lord (4:4; 
5:19; 6:9;, 14; 13:14, 22, 29, 31).  But keep in mind that these “emergency prayers” were backed 
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up by four months of fasting and praying.  If Nehemiah had not been diligent to pray in private, 
his “telegraph prayers” might have gone unanswered.   
 
Artaxerxes saw the sorrow on Nehemiah’s face and asked what was wrong with him. In 
Nehemiah 2:2 we read, “So the king said to me, ‘Why is your face sad, since you are not sick?  
This can only be sadness of the heart.”  God used Nehemiah’s reply to get the king’s sympathetic 
attention.  A pagan monarch would probably not sorrow over the ruins of Jerusalem, but he 
would certainly show respect for the dead. 
 
Nehemiah was a true patriot whose dreams for the future were motivated by the values of the 
past.  He did not try to duplicate the past, for that was impossible; rather, he built on the past so 
that Israel would have a future.  To Nehemiah, the past was a rudder to guide him and not an 
anchor to hold him back. 
 
Not only had Nehemiah prayed for this opportunity, but he had also planned for it and had his 
answer ready.  During those four months of waiting, he had thought the mater through and knew 
exactly how he would approach the project.  His reply to the king can be summarized in two 
requests: “Send me” Nehemiah 2:4-6 and “Give me” vv. 7-10. 
 
Nehemiah could not leave his post without the approval of the king, nor could he work in 
Jerusalem without the authority of the king.  Pressures from local officials had stopped the work 
once before (Ezra 4), and Nehemiah didn’t want history to repeat itself.  He asked Artaxerxes to 
appoint him governor of Judah and to give him the authority he needed to rebuild the city walls.  
According to Nehemiah 5:14, Nehemiah spent twelve years as governor.  He went back to Persia 
briefly to report to the king, but then returned to Jerusalem to correct the abuses that appeared 
during his absence (13:6-7). 
 
But Nehemiah asked for even more.  He needed letters of introduction that would guarantee safe 
travels and hospitality between Susa and Jerusalem.  He also requested letters of authority that 
would provide the materials needed for the construction of buildings and walls.  Nehemiah had 
done his research well.  He even knew the name of the keeper of the king’s forest!  Artaxerxes 
gave him what he asked, but it was the good hand of God that made the king so cooperative ~ 
2:18; and Ezra 7:6, 9, 28.  The king’s response is a strong evidence of the sovereignty of God in 
the affairs of nations and in our human history.  
 
Third: He Had the Faith to Challenge Others (2:9-20) 
Lord willing, we will cover that part of Nehemiah chapter 2 next Tuesday, October 11.  Please 
read Nehemiah 2:9-20 for our study next week. 
 


