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Nehemiah Chapter Three 
Wall-To-Wall Workers! 

	
Nehemiah faced a great challenge and had great faith in a great God, but he would have accomplished 
very little had there not been great dedication on the part of the people who helped him build the wall.  
With the kind of humility that befits a godly leader, Nehemiah gave all the credit to the people when he 
wrote in chapter 4:6, “So we rebuilt the wall … for the people had a mind to work.” 
 
Nehemiah chapter 3 describes the labor of various groups who worked to rebuild the wall.  Various 
people are named and their areas of labor are described.  The description begins at the Sheep Gate, 
then moves section by section around the wall till it returns again to the Sheep Gate (vv 1 & 32).  
 
The Pattern of the Work 
Nehemiah was a leader who planned his work, and worked his plan, and the way he did it is an 
example for us to follow.  Thirty-eight individual workers are named in this chapter, and forty-two 
different groups are identified.  There were also many workers whom Nehemiah did not name whose 
labors were important, and each worker –named and anonymous – was assigned a place and a task. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12 and 14, Paul compared individual Christians to members of the human body: Each 
member is important, and each has a special function to perform.  I call the relief that came to my own 
heart when I realized that God didn’t expect me to do everything in my church, but rather, use the gifts 
He gave me in the tasks that He assigned.  When I did that, I discovered that I was helping others 
discover and develop their own gifts, and all of us accomplished more for the Lord. 

 
The People in the Work 
As you get acquainted with the various people mentioned in Nehemiah chapter 3, you will find 
yourself saying, “This is just like the Church today!”  Circumstances change but human nature remains 
pretty much the same.  A few important things: 
 

Ø God Uses all Kinds of People: The chapter mentions rulers and priests (vv. 1, 12-19), men and 
women (v. 12), professional craftsmen (vv. 8, 32), and even people from outside the city (vv. 2, 
5, 7).  There was a place for everyone, and a job fro everyone to do. 

 
Ø Leaders Must Set the Example (Nehemiah 3:1): The high priest used his consecrated hands 

to do manual labors shows that he considered the work on the wall to be a ministry to the Lord.  
Eliashib enlisted the other priests to work at the Sheep Gate in the northeast corner of the city.  
Since the sacrifices came into the city that way, the priests would be especially interested in 
that part of the project. 

 
Ø Some People Will not Work (Nehemiah 3:5): Tekoa was a town about eleven miles from 

Jerusalem, and some of their people traveled to Jerusalem to assist in the work.  What a 
contrast between these people and their nobles!  The Tekoites built in two places on the wall 
(vv. 5 and 27), while their nobles refused to bend the neck and work in even one place.  The 



	

	 2 

Tekoites were not the only “outsiders” to go to Jerusalem to work on the wall, for men also 
came from Jericho (3:2), Gibeon, and Mizpah (v.7).  Their loyalty to their nation and their Lord 
was greater than their local interests. 

 
Ø Some People Do More Work Than Others: (Nehemiah 3:11, 19, 21, 24, 27, 30): Most 

workers are glad to lay down their tools when their job is finished, but these people asked for 
additional assignments.  It is not enough for us to say that we have done as much as others; we 
must do as much as we can as long as the Lord enables us. 

 
Ø Some People Work Harder Than Others: (Nehemiah 3:20) Baruch is the only worker of 

whom it is said that the work was done “earnestly” or “zealously.”  The Hebrew word means 
“to burn to grow” and suggests that Baruch burned lots of energy! 

 
The Value of this Information 
One may wonder why all these details are recorded in Scripture.  Surely such details are not necessary 
for us to know in order to be saved, so why did God include them?  We may not know for sure all the 
reasons why, but here are some benefits the information has: 
 
(1) It demonstrates the historical nature of the record.  Naming specific people and specific places 
where they worked, especially with such detailed descriptions, serves no purpose whatever unless the 
account is intended to be taken as history.  This confirms that we should view the record as historic 
fact. 
 
(2) It shows that the work was done in an organized manner.  This shows us the value of working for 
God in an organized way.  Everyone should be given work to do, and each one should know what is 
expected of them. 
 
(3) It helps us appreciate the magnitude of the job. 
 
(4) It gives recognition and appreciation to the laborers.  Each of them is permanently recorded by 
name in God’s word.  There may someday be other value to the record that we cannot now foresee.  
Perhaps the description will someday be verified by archaeologists or will serve some other purpose in 
confirming Scripture.  In any case, God chose to record these people and their work for the sake of 
future information. 
 
Here are some questions to consider for our study this week in Nehemiah Chapter 3: 

1. Rather than carefully record names and details about the builders of the wall, Nehemiah could 
have simply written, “And many people from all walks of life rose up to build the wall.”  Why 
do you think the Spirit prompted him to include these details?  What can we learn about God 
from this careful listing? 

2. How did Nehemiah organize the group? 
3. What does this show us about having a teamwork to accomplish a BIG task? 
4. What kind of attitude was there among some of the rich from Tekoa (Southern Judah)?  What 
does this tell us about getting everyone involved 
5. What kind of builder are you?  Do you build your life to make a name for yourself or to make 
much of the name of God?  How should the way believers handle money, relationships, and time 
reflect their desire to build God’s kingdom rather than their own?  

 
	


