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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 
 

Workers and Warriors! 
Nehemiah Chapter 4:1-6 

 
St. Teresa of Avila (d. A.D. 1582), founder of the Carmelites, was noted for an ironic sense of humor 
and a deft way of turning a phrase.  One day, Teresa was about to go on a trip, and she prayed to God 
for a safe journey.  The trip was almost a disaster.  There were delays, accidents, illness.  When she 
returned, she went back to talk to God again, this time to complain.  Her complaint went something 
like this: “Lord, I prayed for a safe and pleasant trip, and what do I get?  I get nothing but problems.”  
God replied, “But Teresa, that’s how I treat all my friends.”  Teresa answered: “Yes, I know, and that’s 
why you’ve got so few of them.” 
 
Nehemiah’s arrival to Jerusalem was a threat to Sanballat and his associates (2:10), who wanted to 
keep the Jews weak and dependent.  A strong Jerusalem would endanger the balance of power in the 
region, and it would also rob Sanballat and his friends of influence and wealth. 
 
When things are going well, get ready for trouble, because the Enemy doesn’t want to see the work of 
the Lord make progress.  As long as the people in Jerusalem were content with their sad lot, the Enemy 
left them alone, but when the Jews began to serve the Lord and bring glory to God’s name, the Enemy 
became active. 
 
Opposition is not only an evidence that God is blessing, but it is also an opportunity for us to grow.  
The difficulties that came to the work brought out the best in Nehemiah and his people.  Satan wanted 
to use these problems as weapons to destroy the work, but God used them as tools to build His people. 
 
Nehemiah chapters 4-6 describe at least nine different tactics that the enemy used to try to stop the 
work on the walls.  First, they attacked the Jewish people with ridicule (4:1-6) and plots of war (vv. 7-
9).  This resulted in difficulties within the Jewish ranks: discouragement (v. 10), fear (vv. 11-23), and 
selfishness (5:1-19).  When attacks on the people failed to stop the work, the enemy started to attack 
their leader, Nehemiah.  They tried compromise (6:1-4), slander (vv. 5-9), threats (vv. 10-14), and 
intrigue (vv. 17-19); but none of these devices worked either.  Nehemiah was “steadfast and 
unmovable” and led his people to finish the work in fifty-two days. 
 
Referring to Satan, Paul wrote, “For we are not ignorant of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11).  This 
chapter presents four of Satan’s devices for opposing the Lord’s work, and it also tells us how God’s 
people can be steadfast and defeat the Enemy.  If you are start building, you will soon be battling; so, 
be prepared!  
 

1. Ridicule (4:1-6): 
It is not unusual for the enemy to insult the servants of God.  Goliath ridiculed David when the 
shepherd boy met the giant with only a sling in his hand (1 Samuel 17:41-47).  Jesus was mocked by 
the soldiers during His trial (Luke 22:63-65) and by the rabble while He was hanging on the cross 
(23:35-37), and some of the heroes of the faith had to endure mocking (Hebrews 11:36).  When the 
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enemy laughs at what god’s people are doing, it is usually a sign that God is going to bless His people 
in a wonderful way.  When the enemy rages on earth, God laughs in heaven (Psalm 2:4). 
 
Sanballat and his friends had begun the ridicule the Jews even before the work on the wall had begun.  
“They laughed us to scorn,” wrote Nehemiah, “and despised us” (Nehemiah 2:19).  Sanballat ridiculed 
the workers by calling them “feeble Jews” (4:2).  The word feeble means “withered, miserable.”  The 
people of the world do not understand that God delights in using feeble instruments to get His work 
accomplished (1 Corinthians 1:18-31).  The world glories in its wealth and power, but God’s people 
glory in their poverty and weakness.  When we are weak, then we are strong (2 Corinthians 12:1-10). 
 
Then Sanballat ridiculed the work itself by asking three taunting questions.  “Will they fortify 
themselves?”  This must have evoked gales of laughter from the Samaritan army.  How could a 
remnant of feeble Jews hope to build a wall strong enough to protect the city from the army?  “Will 
they sacrifice?” implies “it will take more than prayer and worship to rebuild the city!”  This question 
was blasphemy against Jehovah God, for Sanballat was denying that God would help His people.  
“Will the finish in a day?” suggests that the Jews didn’t know how difficult the task was and would 
soon call it quits. 
 
In his final question, Sanballat ridiculed the materials they were using.  The stones were taken out of 
the rubbish heaps and probably were so old and damaged that they would never last when set into the 
wall.  While it is true that limestone is softened by fire, it is also true that the walls were “broken 
down,” while the gates were “consumed with fire” (Nehemiah 2:13).  In spite of what Sanballat said, 
there was still plenty of good material for the builders to use. 
 
When it was Tobiah the Ammonite turn to make a speech, he ridiculed the finish product (4:3).  You 
wouldn’t need an army to knock down the wall; a solitary fox cold do it.  Of course, much that 
Sanballat and Tobiah said was true from a human point of view, for the Jewish remnant was weak and 
poor, and the work was too great for them.  But they had great faith in a great God, and that’s what 
made the difference. 
 
How did Nehemiah respond to this ridicule?  He prayed and asked God to fight the enemy for him.  
This is the third time you find Nehemiah praying (1:4-11; 2:4), and it will not be the last time.  
Nehemiah didn’t allow himself to get detoured from his work by taking time to reply to their words.  
The best thing to do is to pray and commit the whole thing to the Lord, and then get back to your 
work! 
 
Here are some questions for our discussion in Nehemiah 4:1-6: 

1. When have you been ridiculed?  What did it feel like?  How did you respond? 
2. Nehemiah and his workers suffered severe ridicule.  Read Nehemiah 4.  What tactics did 

Sanballat and Tobiah use in ridiculing them? 
3. Nehemiah handled the ridicule through prayer.  Describe the way he prayed. 
4. What are the advantages of pouring our hearts out to God in situations like this? 
5. How did the ridicule affect the work on the wall?  Why was that? 
6. When ridicule didn't work, the opposition tried threats.  How did Nehemiah and the people 

respond to these threats? 
7. What specific steps did Nehemiah take to keep working on the wall? 
8. What kind of opposition do we, as believers, face today? 
9. What steps can we take to continue God's work when we are ridiculed or discouraged? 


