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The Gates of Nehemiah Three: 

Are They Functioning In Our Lives? 
 

Introduction 
The Spirit of God describes the days of recovery in the book of Nehemiah for our exhortation and 
encouragement. Let us briefly consider some practical applications of the gates in Nehemiah 3. First, 
we need to understand the background. In many Old Testament passages we learn about the place 
that God would choose to dwell among His people (Dt. 12; Ps. 132). This came to pass, as far as the 
Promised Land was concerned, in the days of David and Solomon. However, the people became un-
faithful and God had to discipline them. He scattered the ten tribes among the nations, whereas the 
two tribes were chastised in the Babylonian captivity. In His sovereign grace God worked a restora-
tion for a remnant, and having learned much through God’s chastisement and discipline, this remnant 
returned to Jerusalem (Ezra 1). These courageous Jews, motivated by God’s interests, first placed the 
altar on its foundation. Freed from an idolatrous environment (Ps. 137), they now really cared for 
God’s rights (Ezra 3). Similar developments have taken place in the history of the Church (cf. Rev. 2-
3). 

Do we put God’s requirements and desires first (cf. 1 Th. 1:9)? Human reasoning would have led 
those who had come back to Jerusalem into a different direction. Yet, the returned Jews started to 
rebuild the temple, despite opposition and failure. Encouraged through the propheti c ministry of Hag-
gai and Zechariah, they continued and accomplished this task. Thus the service of God was reinsti-
tuted (Ezra 6). A further revival under Ezra restored some families that had been affected by negli-
gence and unfaithfulness (mixed marriages). Ezra’s example and devotedness to the Word of God are 
still relevant today! In this context we need to ask and answer the following questions: What does 
God’s city mean for us? What is the function of the wall?  

Nehemiah’s Exercise 
When Nehemiah became exercised, it was for a next step in this whole process of restoration and re-
covery. The walls and the gates of Jerusalem were still destroyed. Therefore, God prepared Nehe-
miah, through deep heart-searchings on his part, to go back to Jerusalem, and notice this: with the 
commission of the Persian emperor to rebuild the walls. Ultimately, all this was needed to protect 
and preserve the service of God. By the way, Ezra is again involved and the Word of God is pre-
sented with great effectiveness. In Nehemiah the emphasis is on faithfulness and good administration 
so God’s thoughts may be worked out in restoration. Let us compare this for a moment with Revela-
tion 21 where we read about the holy Jerusalem with its wall, foundations and gates. This will be in 
the world-to-come when the glory of God will be displayed from heaven through the Church as God’s 
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centre of administration.1 

                                                
1 This is God’s “seventh day,” His day of rest (Gen. 2:1), whereas the new Jerusalem at the beginning of the chapter is 
described in view of the eternal state, a new order of things altogether. In the Eternal State the gates and walls will keep 
their function, though in a different context than during the Millennium. 

Nehemiah had a burden that God’s rights might be exercised and maintained among God’s people of 
his day. Applying this for today, our concern is that everything may function as God desires it in all 
areas of our lives. Regarding these matters (cf. 1 Cor. 10:1-13), do we seek first the kingdom of 
God? Does the wall of separation function in our lives • not only for separation from doctrinal or 
moral evil, but also from paganism and idolatry or a mixture of these things? 

Furthermore, the walls have a positive purpose as well, namely to make a distinction between those 
who are committed to God’s interests and those who are not. Therefore, even under the peaceful 
reign of our Lord in the Millennium, Jerusalem will have walls, if not literally, then at least spiritually. 
For today, Scriptures like 2 Timothy 2 teach that a difference exists, a wall as it were, between those 
in the Christian profession who are committed to God’s rights and those who are not. Do we keep the 
walls and gates intact, do we realize the need for continuous vigilance? 

The Gates of Jerusalem 
This leads us to consider why the gates are there. They are indispensable to let in what is good and to 
keep out what is evil; to let in those who serve God and to keep out those who do not. Nehemiah 13 
further illustrates this last point. The gates in Scripture speak of authority and power: who controls 
the gates has a strategic role. What the Lord has built up, His Assembly, will not be overpowered by 
the gates of Hades (Mt. 16:16-18).  

The Master-Builder of the Assembly, the Head of the Church of the living God, has introduced into 
this universe something of an entirely new order. Christ, the Son of God, who had power to l ay down 
His life in order to take it again, rose from among the dead, and as a humble Man was raised by the 
glory of the Father. Thus He established the Church’s foundation and the enemy who once ruled 
through death has no control over Christ’s Assembly. The Lord Jesus controls the gates of God’s 
city! His authority will be respected even in the eternal state, in the gates of the new Jerusalem. Then 
righteousness will dwell in the whole universe, yet there will be a distinction between a priestly com-
pany • being also the Bride and the heavenly city • and saved men dwelling on the earth. As to the 
millennial rule, righteousness will reign, when both walls and gates will function properly. The walls 
are linked with salvation, including protection, and the gates associated with praise (Isa. 60:18). To-
day, we need the wall and the gates as well! Right from the start of the Assembly, a marked distinc-
tion was maintained between those who belonged to it and those who did not: there was a wall.  
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But there were also gates: believers were received and discipline was exercised. Thus today in actual 
practice, one belongs either to God’s city or to the enemy’s domain. Boaz, a type of our risen and 
glorified Lord, was seated in the gate with the elders in those days (Ruth 4) and this further illustrates 
the functioning of the local assembly (Mt. 18). In the Millennium the gates of the earthly Jerusalem 
will be in harmony with the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem, and both cities will function for the glory 
of God. Today, this should be true for us: do the gates function morally in our lives?  

Nehemiah 3 is instructive in many ways: it provides principles of cooperation, lessons for individual 
believers, lessons for Christian families, and encouragements for bui lding, repairing and strengthening. 
The chapter puts special emphasis on responsibility: ten gates2 are mentioned, whereas we know there 
were twelve of them; twelve is the number connected with administration, as in Revelation 21. Addi-
tionally, some towers are named and a whole list of other details which we cannot elaborate now. 

(1) The Sheep-gate  
“And Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they built the sheep-gate. 
They hallowed it, and set up its doors” (Neh. 3:1). 

This gate was close to the temple: through it the animals for sacrifice were brought to God. When we 
hear the word “sheep,” some Scriptures come to mind, such as, 

• “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth” (Isa. 53:7 
NKJV). 

• “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!’” (Jn. 1:29 NKJV). 

• In 1 Peter 1:19 the apostle refers to the Lamb foreknown from before the foundation of the world 
and we read in Revelation 5 how the same Lamb will take control of the universe. 

The sheep-gate suggests some questions:  

• Do we appreciate Christ’s person and work as the Lamb of God? 

• Do we value the foundation He has laid and do we realize there is no other name under heaven 
through whom we may be saved (Acts 4:12; 17:31)? 

• Do we bring sacrifices of praise to God, in other words: did I go through the sheep-gate (Jn. 10) 
and do I bring sacrifices to God through Him (Heb. 13:15, 1 Pet. 2:5)? 

• Am I a living sacrifice (see Rom. 12:1, Eph. 5:2)? 

If we can answer these questions with “yes,” then the sheep-gate is functioning in our lives.  

Perhaps you noticed that locks and bars are not mentioned in this verse, whereas for the other gates it 
is written in Nehemiah 3 that they were installed. Does this not suggest that the priests, who had a 
special function with regard to the temple, failed to complete their task? Ultimately, this had tragic 

                                                
2 The other two are mentioned in Nehemiah 12:39, namely the gate of Ephraim and the prison-gate. 
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consequences as we see in Nehemiah 13. Though we find many positive lessons in this verse (Neh. 
3:1), we must conclude, unfortunately, that the sheep-gate did not always properly function, even in 
the life of the high priest who helped rebuild it and whose former generations had returned from the 
Babylonian captivity. In another case we notice that part of the rebuilding by the priests took place 
“every one over against his house” (Neh. 3:28). This teaches us that we cannot detach priestly func-
tioning from responsibilities for our house (family). In fact, 1 Peter 2 makes a link between priestly 
service inside the House of God and in testimony in this world. What about our lives?  

(2) The Fish-gate  
“And the fish-gate did the sons of Senaah build” (Neh. 3:3). 

The fish-gate is the second gate in the list of ten gates in Nehemiah 3. The sheep-gate provides the 
foundation to go on to the following gates. The fish-gate teaches us that God wants us to make pro-
visions so that we can bring others into His city. That is why the Lord called disciples to be with Him, 
to follow Him, to learn from Him, and to work for Him: “Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I 
will make you fishers of men’” (Mt. 4:19 NKJV). Are we also fishers of men, trained in God’s school, 
following the Master? Do we bring in good fish with fins and scales, with real life and a God-given 
capacity to be separate from evil? Scriptures like Matthew 13:48 and Leviticus 11:9-12 show that dis-
cernment is needed; this instruction should be linked with 1 Corinthians 3:13 where the apostle Paul 
tells us to take heed how we build.  

Moreover, with respect to the gates, great care has to be exercised, as Paul explained in 2 Timothy 
2:19-22. However, the principle of biblical separation is certainly not the same as i solation; otherwise, 
how could we ever reach out? 

(3) The Gate of the Old [Wall] (3:6) 
“And the gate of the old [wall] repaired Jehoiada . . . ; they laid its beams, and set up its doors, and 
its locks, and its bars” (Neh. 3:6). 

The emphasis for the third gate is on repair, whereas the other gates had to be (re-) built. This gate 
conveys the idea of what God has established beforehand, as indicated for exam ple in Ephesians 2:19-
22. The types of Scripture, like the gates in Nehemiah 3, are given to help us to understand our re-
sponsibility and to work things out according to God’s instructions (1 Cor. 3:13). Moreover, the gate 
of the old wall was connected with a corner in the wall. For the Church of the living God, Christ Him-
self is the cornerstone (Eph. 2:20), keeping the whole building together, because a corner is for stabil-
ity and security (Ex. 26:24).  

As to our responsibility, we have to make sure we build on the right foundation. Not only in a day of 
recovery, but also in a time of backsliding like we live in, we must go back to what God has estab-
lished. The prophet Jeremiah (6:16) challenges us to ask for the ancient paths and the good way. The 
book of Proverbs reminds us not to remove the ancient landmarks (22:28; 23:10). This does not mean 
mere orthodoxy, but it implies that we work in dependence upon God and build on what He has es-
tablished. Do we really go back to the authority, infallibility and sufficiency of the Scriptures? Let us 
follow the examples and the teachings of the apostles, without claiming apostolic official succession 
(as is being done in so many churches), but in moral succession, taught in the school of God? Then 
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we will repair the gate of the old wall and do it in the right way. Some want to introduce other 
sources of authority beside the Bible (which will replace it), thus forgetting the old wall. Do we add 
to God’s revealed Word and will, or take away from it? We continuously need renewal (Col. 3:10), 
but the foundation remains the same. Does the old gate (my free rendering now of thi s verse) function 
in our daily life, in our collective testimony? Are we ready to accept what is of God, in harmony with 
the old wall and do we reject what deviates from the old foundation?  

(4) The Valley-gate  
“The valley-gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah” (Neh. 3:13). 

Nehemiah arrived as governor, newly appointed by the Persian emperor, and at this gate he left the 
city on his inspection tour by night (2:13, 15). He must have been painfully aware of the ruins, as he 
had to get down from his steed and cross part of what once had been a magnificent gate. Today, do 
we realize the condition of failure in our own lives, families and testimony? Are we also aware of the 
true condition of the Christian profession, despite high claims and great expectations? What does the 
valley mean to us? Is the valley-gate functional in our lives? The valley obviously speaks of what is 
low and humble; this does not always have a positive meaning in Scripture (Gen. 11:1; Col. 2:23). 
Yet what we really have to learn is the lesson of humiliation, in self-judgment and repentance.  

The Lord Jesus humbled Himself: He had nothing to confess, but He came down, always further 
down, as Philippians 2:5 summarizes. The Lord Jesus is unique! Still, He is our great Model to fol-
low: let us learn from Him (Mt. 11:29). Yet we also learn from the examples of believers, like Paul. 
As Saul (“desired”), he had to get down from his high horse when he met the glorified Lord (Acts 9). 
Later, as a servant, he learned to take a low place, so that at the start of his missionary journeys, he 
was called Paul (“small”). Once he had thus “passed the valley-gate” the Holy Spirit could use him. 
Are we small enough (in our own eyes and in the eyes of others) to be used by the Lord? Have we 
already gone through the valley-gate to humble ourselves? We need to do this individually and col-
lectively; first because of our own condition and then also because of the condition of the Christian 
testimony.  

In Ephesians 4, the apostle Paul sums up seven points of a humble attitude, all needed to keep the 
unity of the Spirit. We are also disciples in the kingdom of God and we must learn to take the place of 
a little child (Mt. 18:3), without arrogance or pretence. Only then we can be a blessing and help oth-
ers. “A little child shall lead them” (Isa. 11:6). Hanun (“gracious”) is the repairer of this gate and the 
inhabitants of Zanoah (“broken”): how appropriate! Real humility and humiliation combine with grace 
and a brokenness of spirit (Mt. 5) and have nothing to do with a proud attitude of seeming humble-
ness (Col. 2:18). 

(5) The Dung-gate  
“And the dung-gate repaired Malchijah the son of Rechab” (Neh. 3:14; see also 2:13; 3:13; 12:31). 

Going in a circle around the city of Jerusalem (north-east-south-west), we arrive at the dung-gate af-
ter we have passed the valley-gate. The dung-gate is situated in the lower area of the city  and referred 
to three times in Nehemiah. The valley-gate and the dung-gate are linked together. The Old Testa-
ment provides, also in this case, illustrations for our instruction and exhortation. In applying these les-
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sons we make spiritual progress. The dung-gate is illustrated in Philippians 3:3-8. When Paul humbled 
himself (going through the valley-gate), he got also rid of the dung. Religious prejudice, a man-made 
system of worship, his own renown, his boasting in privileges through position and ancestry: it all had 
to go out through the dung-gate. This is a lesson he learned when he met the Lord, but it kept work-
ing on in his life, as the same passage shows us. He repeats: “Yet indeed I also count all things loss 
for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ,” (Phil. 3:8 NKJV).  

Going back to the Old Testament, when Nehemiah arrived at Jerusalem, obviously the dung-gate and 
the other gates were not functional (Neh. 2:13). Let me suggest that possibly once in our lives the 
dung-gate functioned properly, but we have to make sure it is always intact. In Nehemiah’s days, 
faithfulness was required to be a gatekeeper (Neh. 7:2). Let us be faithful gatekeepers today (besides 
being priests, Levites, servants, disciples)! 

The order in which the gates are given is important: there is a flow of thoughts in which one point is 
built upon the other. The idea of a circle is evident: the last gate is mentioned together with the first 
one (Neh. 3:32). We need all the gates functioning in our lives, and God needs them for His city to 
operate properly. This leads us to the fountain-gate. 

(6) The Fountain-gate  
“And the fountain-gate repaired Shallun the son of Col-hozeh” (Neh. 3:15; see also 2:14; 12:37). 

The ten gates in Nehemiah 3 present many lessons to the believer today. After the valley-gate and 
dung-gate, we arrive at the fountain-gate, mentioned as often as the dung-gate. When the dung is 
gone, removed through the dung-gate, the resources found in God’s fountain can become operative 
and effective. Let us compare this with the sorrowful experiences of our poor “I” in Romans 7, the 
“I” that turns finally to God to receive the blessings and resources of chapter 8, a chapter whi ch is like 
a fountain of fresh waters. We may compare the fountain-gate also with John’s writings, which put 
special emphasis on the fountain and streams of living water (Jn. 4:14, 7:36; Rev. 21:6). It is very re-
warding to go over all the Scriptures which mention the fountain. The Lord Himself is the true foun-
tain (Jer. 2:13; 17:13), and in the near future Israel will go back to this Source (Zech. 13:1; Joel 3:18) 
to be purified. For us today the Lord is a fountain of life (Ps. 36:9), enjoyed in the fear of the Lord 
(Prov. 13:14; 14:27).  

The living water of God’s wisdom comes all the way from God to us without losing anything of its 
freshness and value. Yet, this process of communication of God’s wonderful resources is linked with 
our responsibility; therefore, connected with the fountain-gate, as this point of responsibility is greatly 
stressed in Proverbs and in Nehemiah.3 In 1 Corinthians 2 the apostle Paul shows how the living wa-
ter of God’s wisdom in its purity and vitality, reaches us in seven steps, to fill us with Christ (Eph. 
3:21; Col. 3:11); all this is not only a matter of our responsibility, also response. The fountain of the 
knowledge of God, in the fear of God, leads to worship. The living water in us springs up to its 
Source: in worship it returns to its Giver. This vital flow and communication needs to be maintained 

                                                
3 The illustrations of Old Testament types and events contain practical exhortations and encouragements, whereas the 
New Testament presents matters in a doctrinal way. 
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in two ways; first God-ward (Jn. 4:14), secondly, man ward (Jn. 7:38). Therefore the fountain-gate 
needs to be in order and to be kept functioning. Are we led by the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:14), are we 
filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18)? Then, going further along Jerusalem’s wall, we will come to the 
pool of Shelah (“rest”) [or perhaps Siloam, meaning “sent”], and to the garden for the king’s delight 
(Neh. 3:15). A functioning fountain-gate will bring rest to us and delight to our Lord. 

(7) The Water-gate 
“Now the Nethinim dwelt in Ophel, even over against the water-gate towards the east . . . All the 
people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate” (3:26; 8:1; 
see also 8:3,16; 12:37). 

In the series of ten gates that the people, under Nehemiah, repaired and rebuilt, the seventh gate, 
which is the water-gate, is mentioned five times: more often than any of the other gates. This gate did 
not need any repair. What can we learn from this? In chapter 8 we find the water-gate closely associ-
ated with the Word of God. However, was this gate always practically functional? In the days of 
Jeremiah, the people refused to listen to God’s word! Do we submit to the authority of God’s Word? 
Do we apply its standards and prescriptions to our lives? Is it our food? Does it guide us daily as in 
Psalm 1? The Word of God has so many functions, that we can mention only a few of them. What I 
really would ask is vitally important: Is the water-gate really functioning in our lives? Does it function 
in our family, in the local assembly, in the circle in which we fellowship? For us to be good Nethinim 
• servants of the temple • for the water-gate needs to be in order! 

Why is the east mentioned in this verse? Literally, because it was at the east-side of the city. Morally 
and spiritually, the east speaks of light, of the new day. Through the Word of God we receive divine 
light. We must remind ourselves that there are many around us with all kinds of claims of divine light. 
In a day that people claim to be spirit-filled, and talk about spirit-guides, making sure that we talk 
about the right kind of Spirit is important. Let us not accept their claims without carefully examining 
them in the light of God’s Word. In Scripture the east is also connected with the rising of the sun, 
with new light for the day, and therefore with the coming of the Lord. Are we like watchful porters?  

(8) The Horse-gate 
“From above the horse-gate repaired the priests, every one over against his house” (Neh. 3:28; cf. 2 
Chr. 23:15).  

In antiquity the horse was used in warfare; the war horses would leave the city through the horse-gate 
to be inspected before the battle. When we have received God’s resources through the fountain-gate 
and the water-gate, we are ready for battle. The gates of Jerusalem lead us from one preparation to 
the other. Applying this thought to the believer, I suggest that it takes a long preparation to be ready 
for spiritual warfare (cf. Eph. 6:10-20). In the setting of Nehemiah 3, we might say that one must be 
in the good of all the previous gates, before the horse-gate can function properly. Furthermore, all the 
gates need to be kept functioning together, first, in view of the rights of our Lord, secondly, for the 
well-being of His people. 

The King, our Lord Jesus, wants to use us for His purpose, for His battles. When the horse-gate is 
function correctly, we will be ready for warfare according to God’s thoughts. Ultimately the Lord will 
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have us in the final campaign at Armageddon. We are seen coming from heaven as an army on horses 
(Rev. 19:14; cf. 2 Th. 1:10), but He alone will do all the fighting with a word from His mouth (Rev. 
19:11-16). Today too, Christ wants us to be ready for warfare according to His instructions, but not 
for battles of the flesh, for our weapons are not carnal (2 Cor. 10:4). He wants to direct us in the bat-
tle as His ready instruments.  

(9) The East-gate  
“And after him repaired also Shemaiah the keeper of the east-gate” (Neh. 3:29). 

In Scripture the east is linked with the rising of the sun. Thus, all service and activities need to be car-
ried out in the expectation of the coming of the Lord. Of course, we should be ready for the rapture 
(1 Th. 4:16), but we also should love the Lord’s appearing, as Paul did in his faithful service (2 Tim. 
4:8). Do we look forward to the day that the once rejected and crucified Son of man will reign over 
this earth, when “the Sun of righteousness shall arise with healings in His wings” (Mal. 4:2)? What a 
joy it will be for Him to be glorified in those who have served Him in the day of His rejection (2 Th. 
1:10)!  

In other words: does the east-gate practically function in our lives? What I mean is this: we may know 
about His coming and even teach that His coming is imminent, but are we trying to improve this 
world, which lies under God’s judgment, thinking that we will be able to make it ready for Him? Or 
are we a living testimony for Him, as true ambassadors, pilgrims and strangers, as faithful servants 
and stewards, expecting His coming in glory? All that is done for the Lord here and now, will  keep its 
value for the coming glorious day. Is there something between the Lord and my soul? If so, we must 
deal with this at the east-gate so that He can use us for His objectives.  

(10) The Gate Miphkad  
“After him repaired Malchijah . . . , over against the gate Miphkad” (Neh. 3:31).  

These questions bring us to the tenth and last gate in Nehemiah 3, the gate Miphkad, sometimes 
translated as “mustering.” This name contains the idea of an appointment, of that which is appointed, 
like the seven “set feasts” of Leviticus 23, for God’s people to be gathered according to His instruc-
tions. Although we live under grace, we also have an appointment with God. We may apply this to 
the gathering together in the Name of the Lord. How solemn, but also how blessed, to have an ap-
pointment with Him, according to His instructions for fellowship with Him! In the light of His coming 
appearance (east-gate), and on the basis of a proper functioning of the other gates, this last gate re-
minds us also of the coming judgment-seat (Rom. 14; 2 Cor. 5). As an illustration we may think of 
Paul’s desire to be living always as pleasing to the Lord. In the light of this coming manifestation • 
which is not a judgment or a condemnation • we cannot skip this gate which reminds us of fellowship 
now, and of our everlasting “appointment” with the Lord to live with Him forever. Are we ready for 
His appointment? Let us never forget, especially in days of ruin • the subject of this book • what the 
Lord said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you...for my power is perfected in weakness” (2 Cor. 
12:9). 
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EPILOGUE 
“And I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the 
name of Jehovah” (Zeph. 3:12). 

This verse refers to a work of God’s sovereign grace that will be accomplished in days to come re-
garding the faithful Jewish remnant. As far as the believer is concerned, these characteristics should be 
found today in each true Christian. Do we not realize our spiritual poverty (Mt. 5:3)? If yes, does this 
not make us cast ourselves on the Lord? This is what Hezekiah did in his days of great afflictions, and 
the Lord strengthened him according to the meaning of his name (“strengthened of Jehovah”). Putting 
our confidence in Him demands spiritual energy on our part, but it also gives strength, like Hezekiah 
experienced. It implies seeking after that which is right (Mt. 5:6), while always recognizing and up-
holding the claims of God, in the right spiritual condition before Him. Without faith it is impossible to 
please God, whereas the true motive for action is love. Practically, real peace will be known by those 
who seek righteousness and rejoice therein. Joy is a proof of fellowship with God (1 Jn. 1). Should 
we not link this all with 1 Corinthians 13: faith, hope and love? These marks are seen in the Lord, the 
true Afflicted and Poor One (Mt. 5:1-13). 

Kept in dependence in fellowship with the Lord, we will enjoy His presence, no matter what happens 
in our lives. This was Paul’s experience in prison, as he explains to the Philippians. It was Peter’s ex-
perience, and it was James’ reason to encourage the believers to whom he was writing. At the same 
time the presence of the Lord will link us with all those who seek His interests in this scene, with 
those who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. In a day of ruin we cannot find all “those that are 
His” (2 Tim. 2:19). But in putting our trust in Him, we will BB together with those who trust Him 
BB experience the joy of His presence. 
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