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Bible Study Notes (Tuesday November 1st, 2016) 
Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 
 

Workers and Warriors! #2 
Nehemiah Chapter 4:7-23 

 
2. Intimidating Plots (4:7-9) 
A common enemy and a common cause brought four different groups together to stop the work 
on the walls of Jerusalem.  The city was now completely surrounded by enemies!  To the north 
was Sanballat and the Samaritans; to the east, Tobiah and the Ammonities; to the south, Geshem 
and the Arabs; and to the west, the Ashdodites.  Ashdod was perhaps the most important city in 
Pailistia at that time, and the Philistines did not want to see a strong community in Jerusalem. 
 
God’s people sometimes have difficulty working together, but the people of the world have no 
problem uniting in opposition to the work of the Lord (Psalm 2:1-2; Acts 4:23-30; Luke 23:12).  
As the work progressed, the enemy became angry and decided to plan a secret attack against 
Jerusalem.  Satan hates the Jews and has used one nation after another to try to destroy them 
(Psalm 85).  God chose the Jews to be His vehicle for giving the world the knowledge of the true 
God, the Scriptures, and the Savior (Romans 9:1-5).   
 
Nehemiah suspected that his enemies would launch an attack, so he posted a guard and 
encouraged the people to pray.  The workers held both tools and weapons (Nehemiah 4:17) and 
were prepared to fight when the signal was given.  “Watch and pray” combines faith and works 
and is a good example for us to follow in our work and our warfare (Mark 13:33; 14:38; 
Ephesians 6:18; Col. 4:2-4). 
 
The Christian’s battle is not against flesh and blood, but against Satan and his demonic forces 
that use flesh and blood to oppose the Lord’s work.  If we hope to win the war and finish the 
work, we must use the spiritual equipment God has provided (Ephesians 6:10-18; 2 Corinthians 
10:1-6).  If we focus on the visible enemy alone and forget the invisible Enemy, we are sure to 
start trusting our own resources, and this will lead to defeat. 
 
3. Discouragement (4:10) 
Pressures from without often create problems from within.  It isn’t easy to carry on your work 
when you are surrounded by danger and daily face the demands of a task that seems impossible.  
If the Jews became discouraged, they would defeat themselves, and Sanballat and his allies 
would never have to wage war. 
 
Discouragement is a key weapon in Satan’s arsenal.  It was discouragement that kept Israel from 
entering the Promised Land at Kadesh-Barnea (numbers 13).  “We be not able to go up against 
the people; for they are stronger than we” v. 31.  The ten unbelieving spies “discouraged the 
heart of the children of Israel” (32:9), and as a result, the nation wandered in the wilderness forty 
years until the new generation was ready to conquer the land. 
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“We are not able” is the rallying cry of all who take their eyes off the Lord and start looking at 
themselves and their problems.  These discouraged Jews were actually agreeing with the enemy 
who said they were feeble Jews (Nehemiah 2:19; 4:1-3)!  Sanballat had openly declared that the 
work would stop, and it almost did. 
 
Why did discouragement arise from the royal tribe of Judah? (see Genesis 49:8-12).  They had 
David’s blood in their veins, and you would think they would be men and women of great faith 
and courage.  The answer is founded in Nehemiah 6:17-19.  Some people in the tribe of Judah 
were secretly cooperating with the enemy.  The ties of marriage were stronger than the bonds of 
commitment to the Lord.  According to 13:15-22, some of the leaders of Judah were not wholly 
devoted to the Lord, but were more interested in making money.  The combination of marriage 
and money divided their loyalties, and they became the cause of discouragement.   
 
Nehemiah did not pay much attention to these complainers but went right on with the work.  
That’s the best thing to do.  Nehemiah got his encouragement from prayer and the promises of 
God, and the occasional complaints of some of the people didn’t upset him. 
 
4. Fear (4:11-23) 
the Jews who lived in the outlying villages (3:2, 5, 7, 13) kept bringing a report to the city that 
the enemy was planning another surprise attack.  Whether these Jews were merely spreading 
rumors or helping to promote a conspiracy we don’t know, but they told the story repeatedly ~ 
many times.  Nehemiah didn’t respond immediately and probably was praying for God’s 
guidance.  He himself was not afraid of the enemy, but when he saw that his people were starting 
to become afraid, he began to act. 
 
In his first inaugural address, on March 4, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt said to a nation in 
the grip of an economic depression, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  Nehemiah’s 
first step to concur fear was to post guards at the most conspicuous and vulnerable places on the 
wall.  The enemy could then see that the Jews were prepared to fight.  He armed entire families, 
knowing that they would stand together and encourage one another.   
 
After looking the situation over, Nehemiah then encouraged the people not to be afraid but to 
look to the Lord for help.  If we fear the Lord, we need not for the Enemy.  Nehemiah’s heart 
was captivated by the “great and terrible” God of Israel (4:14; 1:5), and he knew that God was 
strong enough to meet the challenge. 
 
When we face a situation that creates fear in our hearts, we must remind ourselves of the 
greatness of God.  If we walk by sight ad view God through the problems, we will fail, as did the 
Jews at Kadesh-Barnea (Numbers 13:26-33).  But if we look at the problem through the 
greatness of God, we will have confidence and succeed.  That was the approach David took 
when he faced Goliath (1 Sam. 17:45-47).  When the enemy learned that Jerusalem was armed 
and ready, they backed off (Nehemiah 4:15). 
 
Nehemiah also set a defense plan.  Half of the men worked on the wall while the other half stood 
guard.  He was to it that the people carrying materials also carried weapons and that the workers 



	

	 3 

on the walls carried swords.  In this way, the work would not be interrupted, and the workers 
would be ready in case of an alarm.  The man with the trumpet stayed close to Nehemiah so the 
alarm could be given immediately.  The people were prepared to fight (4:14), but they realized 
that it was God who fought with them, and He alone could give the victory. 
 
Someone explained why the Jews succeeded in getting their work done and keeping the enemy at 
bay: The people had a mind to work (v. 6), a heart to pray (v. 9), an eye to watch (v. 9), and an 
ear to hear (v. 20), and this gave them the victory.  They also had a godly leader with the faith to 
stand. 
 
Below are some questions for our discussion: 
 
1. How did the ridicule affect the work on the wall?  Why was that? 
2. When ridicule didn't work, the opposition used other tactics including intimidating plots, 
discouragement, and threats.  How did Nehemiah and the people respond to these tactics? 
3. What specific steps did Nehemiah take to keep working on the wall? 
4. What kind of opposition we as believers face today? 
5. What steps can we take to continue God's work when we are ridiculed, threatened, or 
discouraged?  
 
 


