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Bible Study Notes (Tuesday November 22nd, 2016) 
Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 
 

“Devotion to the Work!” 
Nehemiah Chapter 5:14-19 

 
In Nehemiah 5:16 we read, “Indeed, I devoted myself to the work on this wall …”.  When you think 
about being “devoted”, what does it mean to you?  What did it mean to Nehemiah then?  What 
implications should have on your life?  For this of you who were here last week and watched the clip 
of 10 Tunisian Muslims getting baptized, how does their example challenge our lives as Christians in 
the United States? 
  
On one hand one of the themes that keeps coming in the book of Nehemiah is commitment.  On the 
other hand, I’m sure you’ve all noticed that one of the core values of 21st century Americans is the 
value of having options. 
 
Now, “keeping your options open” may have its place in some circumstances, but much of the time, 
saying that we want to keep our options open is really code for saying, “I don’t want to commit to 
anything.”  It’s a way of avoiding commitment.  You know, when you read the Bible, you learn that 
there is one person who doesn’t let us keep our options open ... and that person is God.  God wants 
commitment from us.  Nehemiah gives us a glimpse, a picture of the kind  of commitment that God is 
looking for.   
 
What does it mean to be committed to God?  In Nehemiah, commitment to God included three 
things: (1) The people took obedience to God seriously.  (2) They were willing to be accountable.  (3) 
They were willing to pay a price.   
 
Jerry White, the International President of The Navigators, wrote a book entitled The Power of 
Commitment.  In that book, Jerry summarized his observations of people who have followed Jesus all 
over the world.  Here’s what he wrote: “Ordinary people who make simple, spiritual commitments 
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ make an extraordinary impact on their world. Education, gifts, and 
abilities do not make the difference. Commitment does.” 
 
The only kind of disciple that has an impact is a committed disciple.  How about you?  Are you a 
committed disciple?  Nehemiah shows us where commitment starts.  So, as you ask the question, 
“How about me?  Am I a committed disciple of Jesus?” ... as you ask that questions, you now have 
three benchmarks to measure your answer:  (1) Do I take obedience to God seriously?  (2) Am I 
accountable to people who will help me follow Jesus?  (3) Am I paying the price that Jesus asks me 
to pay?  That’s where commitment starts. 
 
Note: Please note that during the season of Advent, we will pause our study in the Book of 
Nehemiah.  Starting next Tuesday, November 29 through Tuesday, December 20, we will have a 4-
week Advent Bible Study. We will be looking at four topics that are related to Advent: Waiting, 
Preparing, Adding by Subtracting, and Submitting.  For our session this coming Tuesday, please read 
Genesis 16:1 & 18:9-15; Luke 1:5-25. 


