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“A Life that Counts for God!” 

Nehemiah 7:5-73 

 

Today we continue our study of Nehemiah chapter 7.  Nehemiah 7 deals with one of the most 

important questions of life: “What am I accomplishing that really matters?  How can I spend my life so 

that it counts for something?  The key question becomes, how can I live so that my life counts for God?  

As we said last week, Nehemiah 7 has some answers to this important question.  To count for God, 

commit yourself to the things that matter to God.  The chapter reveals five things that matter to God: 

 

1. Worship Matters to God (7:1) 

Nehemiah mentions that after the walls were rebuilt and the doors were installed, he appointed 

the gatekeepers, singers, and Levites (7:1).  Worship was the city’s reason for existence.  Maybe they 

held choir practice while standing guard, but the reason for protecting the city from invaders was not just 

so that everyone could live securely.  It was primarily so that the worship of God in the temple could 

take place.  

 

2. Godly Character Matters to God (7:2-3) 

Nehemiah was an exemplary leader who knew that to be effective, he needed to delegate 

responsibility to other competent people.  While certain administrative skills are necessary for effective 

leadership, the main requirement is godly character.  There are three godly character traits here: 

faithfulness, fear of God, and watchfulness. 
 

3. People Matter to God (7:4-73) 

From a historical, salvation perspective, these Jewish genealogical records are important because 

when the Messiah came to this earth, it was important to prove that He was descended from the tribe of 

Judah and the lineage of David.  The list illustrates two important points that apply to us: 

 

A. Individuals are Important to God 

Although these names do not mean anything to us, they mean something to God.  He knows His 

people by name.  Jesus, the Good Shepherd, “calls his own sheep by name,” and they follow Him 

because they know His voice (John 10:3-4).  He created you in His image and He put you here at this 

time and place for His purpose.  The fact that individuals matter to God also means that they should 

matter to us.  Invest your life building Jesus Christ into people, and your life will count for God . 

 

B. Families are Important to God: 

The list contains many family groups (7:8-25).  God designed the family as the basic unit of 

society.  A man and woman are to leave their own families of origin and come together in a lifelong 

covenant relationship.  In that context, children are to be born and reared in God’s ways as revealed in 

His Word.  The family is also the building block of the local church.  To say this is not in any way to 

devalue singles, who are a vital part of God’s family.  But it is to say that the church is only strong when 

the families in that church are strong.  Is it any wonder that Satan is attacking Christian families?  If we 

want our lives and our children’s and grandchildren’s lives to count for God, we must guard our 

covenant commitments in our families.  To count for God, commit yourself to what matters to God: 
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worship, godly character, and people. 

  

4. Your Place in God’s Family History Matters to God (7:4-73) 

Nehemiah says (7:5) that God put it into his heart to assemble the people to be enrolled by 

genealogies.  Then he found this book of the record of those who first came up to Jerusalem.  It served 

as a map for the current enrollment.  Nehemiah’s immediate concern was to get his people rightly 

orientated, sure both of their inheritance and their calling.  

 

As Christians, our physical lineage is NOT nearly as important as our spiritual lineage.  We need 

to know that we have been born spiritually into God’s family, the church, through faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  And, we need to have some evidence of it.  Those claiming to be priests who could not find any 

record of their ancestry were excluded from the priesthood until a priest could verify it by divine means 

(7:61-65).  The believer should see some evidence that God has changed his/her heart.  Before, we were 

hostile toward God.  Now, by His grace, we love God and the things of God. 

 

It is also important to realize that God put you here at this point in the history of His people to 

fulfill the role that He has ordained for you.  Previous generations passed the torch to you.  You must 

carry it faithfully and pass it on to the next generation.  One reason modern Christians are so carried 

away by the world is that they are ignorant of church history, of how God has worked down through the 

ages through His people who have been faithful to His calling.  Reading Christian biographies and 

church history will give you perspective for the times we live in.  Finally, 

 

5. Your Understanding of and Commitment to God’s Purpose Matters to Him (7:6, 73) 

The people in this list returned from Babylon to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own city.  They 

easily could have stayed in Babylon.  Their families had been there for several generations.  They were 

established and comfortable there.  It was not easy to pack up and move across hundreds of miles of 

hostile territory to a land that had been devastated by war.  But they knew God’s promise to their 

forefather Abraham, to give him this land.  He had said that His name would dwell in this temple in this 

city, to be a glory to the nations.  So they understood and committed themselves to God’s purpose, in 

spite of the hassle and hardships involved.  

 

God’s purpose is to be glorified among the nations by calling to Himself a people redeemed by 

His Son, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession,” who 

“proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called [them] out of darkness into His marvelous light” 1 

Peter 2:9.  If you know Christ, He has given you a spiritual gift, material resources, and opportunities to 

be used to glorify Him and further His purpose.  To count for God, commit yourself to His purpose for 

your life.  There is no greater reason to live than to live for God’s purpose! 

 

Each of us is unique and God has assigned each of us a different role to fulfill.  In Nehemiah 7, 

some were priests, others were gatekeepers, singers, and temple servants.  Each role is important to God.  

Discover who you are in Christ and commit yourself fully to be all that God wants you to be.  Jim Elliot, 

who laid down his life at 28 for the cause of the gospel, wrote in his diary, “Wherever you are, be all 

there.  Live to the hilt every situation you believe to be the will of God.”  Commit yourself to the things 

that matter to God.  That’s how to make your life count for Him! 

 

Study Questions: 

 If all these names matter to God, shouldn’t those around us matter to us? 

 What can we learn about following God from this chapter?  

 What are some of the practical lessons we learn from Nehemiah chapter 7? 


