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“Prepare the Way for the Lord!”                   

Isaiah 40:1-5; Luke 3:1-9 

 
In ancient times, when a king was going to visit a city, he would send before him 

someone to herald his coming; someone to announce that the king would be arriving soon.  The 

herald would go around the city, and go before the leaders of the city, telling them all, “The king 

is coming.  He will be here any day.  So, get ready and prepare the way for the king.”  

 

This herald also served as “a city inspector.”  He would go around the city and make a 

list of things that needed to be fixed.  He would tell them, “Clean up your city.  Sweep your 

streets.  Get rid of all the garbage lying around.  Round up any criminals to make the city safe.  

Fix the roads; make them smooth and straight.  Make sure the town is gleaming.  Make sure the 

city is fit for a king to ride through.”  It was an embarrassment for that city, and the people of the 

city, if they were not prepared when the king did arrive.  It was also an insult to the king if they 

had not prepared properly for his arrival.  If he came, and they were not prepared, he might mete 

out some judgment and punishment upon the city and its rulers. 

 

As we look at Luke chapter 3, this is what we see going on.  The King is coming, and He 

has sent a herald to announce His imminent arrival.  The king, of course, is Jesus Christ.  In fact, 

the first two chapters of the gospel of Luke brings this out very clearly.  The angel told Mary in 

Luke 1:32 that her son would sit on the throne of His father David, and He would reign over 

Israel forever, and of His kingdom there would be no end.  Zacharias’ prophecy about Christ in 

Luke 1:68-75 said much the same thing.  When Jesus was born, the angels came and trumpeted 

His birth and gave Him a kingly welcome.  In Matthew and Luke, Jesus is introduced to us as 

king. 

 

John Prepares the Way 

The herald ~ the one who will pronounce the king’s coming ~ is John the Baptist.  John 

has come as a herald to make sure that things are well prepared for the king’s coming.  His 

mission was clear.  He is to prepare the way for the Lord.  In fact, this is, in a nutshell, is the 

work of advent. Prepare for the coming of the Lord.  For a physical king, you make physical 

preparations. But for the King of Kings, for the Lord of heaven and earth, you make spiritual 

preparations.  What did John the Baptist do to prepare the way for the Lord?  What does it mean 

to us today?  Two short observations: 

 

First: Carefully Examine Your Life 

The first thing John the Baptist called his audience to do was to carefully examine their 

lives.  Look at your life.  The words in Luke 3:4-6 is a quotation from Isaiah 40.  Isaiah and Luke 

challenged God’s people to examine their lives.  John did the same thing.  They said, “Prepare 

the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  Every valley shall be filled in, every 
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mountain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.”   

 

As we look at our lives, we will find those low places and valleys where we have fallen 

short of the glory of God.  We will find mountains where our pride, prejudice, and apathy took 

us there.  And we need to take captive every thought and every mountain in our lives and make it 

obedient to Christ.  As we examine our lives, we will find crooked roads that need to be 

straightened; rough ways that need to be made smooth.  A proper way to enter this Advent 

Season is through examining our lives.  Make the paths straight and the rough ways smooth.  Fill 

your valleys and bring every mountain low.  The Bible calls this process “repentance.”  It is the 

Greek word metanoia, that literally means “a change of mind.”  Repentance is a complete 

turning away from sin, and turning back to God.  May we enter this Advent Season with a 

repentant heart. 

 

Second: Make Some Fundamental Changes in Tangible Ways 

John was calling upon his audience to clean up the mess of their lives.  He is telling them 

to clean up their act, to clean up their minds.  As mentioned, in the past, when they prepared a 

town for the king’s visit, sometimes they would even undergo major construction of the 

surrounding countryside in order to make the roads as smooth and straight as possible.  They 

didn’t even want the king to weary himself, or his horse, by having to ride up and down 

mountains, so they would sometimes fill them in to make them level and flat.  You wouldn’t 

miss the king’s visit. 

 

Fundamental changes have to take place in tangible ways.  John challenged those who are 

waiting for the advent of Christ to produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  In Luke 3:10-14 we 

read this wonderful piece toward the end of our story.  The people were convicted as they heard 

John’s sermon, and they asked: “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.  John answered, 

“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food 

should do the same.”  
 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what 

should we do?”  “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.  Then some 

soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”  He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t 

accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”  This is what John meant by the baptism of 

repentance.  Repentance changes in very fundamental and tangible ways the way we live. 

 

Today I want to encourage you, just as Isaiah and John did a few thousand years ago, 

prepare the way for the Lord.  Jesus has come and He will come again. Are you ready?  Are you 

prepared?  Are your roads level or are they still bumpy?  Are your streets clean or they still filled 

with junk and trash?  Is your house in order?  Are you ready for your King?  Right now, many of 

us are busy cleaning our houses, decorating for Christmas, and shopping Christmas gifts for our 

loved ones.  The most important thing, though, is: have your prepared you heart to celebrate the 

advent of the King?  When this is taken care of, you will see God’s salvation and the glory of the 

Lord will shine upon us.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 

 

 


