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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 
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Sermon Notes (2
nd

 Sunday in Advent ~ December 10, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

Embracing Jesus in Confusing Times! #1 

Isaiah 64; Luke 2:25-35 

 

A few days ago, I passed by a Church not that far away from ours, and their sign displays 

a wonderful message; a message that caught my attention.  The message reads, “Advent: we 

wait, we watch, and we hope.”  And I asked myself: What am I waiting for?  What am I 

watching for?  What am I hoping for this Advent season?  Today is the second Sunday in 

Advent.  During Advent this year, we are looking at some key stories that set the stage for the 

coming ~ the advent ~ of Christ.  Last Sunday we looked at John the Baptist and how he 

summarized the Advent in a nutshell, “Repent …. Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”  

This is the best preparation ever for a memorable celebration of the Birth of Jesus. 

 

The stories took place around the birth of Jesus are stories marked by waiting and hope ~ 

a hopeful waiting, you might say.  Consider the story of John’s parents’, Elizabeth and Zechariah 

in Luke chapter 1, for years they longed to have children, but had come to terms with the harsh 

reality that their eyes might never see the fulfillment of this hope and their hearts might never 

experience the joy of this longing.  Exiled in the desert of waiting, they thought they would never 

see the promise. 

 

Advent is a time of waiting, a time of longing for God’s intervention in the Person of 

Jesus Christ.  It is a season of renewed hope.  Like Zechariah and Elizabeth, our hope may be 

shaken by the silence of God.  Would it ever happen?  Would this hope ever become a reality?  

What would you do when you feel that God is so far away?  What would you do when you feel 

that God is silent?  Today and next week I would like to teach about the life of a great man, the 

life of Simeon from Luke 2:25-35. 

 

Who was Simeon? 

Luke tells us in chapter 2:25 that Simeon lived in Jerusalem.  He appears to be a normal 

Jewish man.  He is not identified as a priest, or a ruler.  What distinguishes Simeon is not his 

position, but his godliness.  Four characteristics are given in Luke 2: (1) He is described 

as “righteous” which means that Simeon was considered a man full of God-honoring actions.  

The word is primarily focused towards one’s conduct with others.  So Simeon was known for his 

godly conduct toward others.  (2) He is called “devout.”  He was careful about his religious 

observances.  He was a faithful temple goer which means that he regularly met with God.  (3) He 

was “waiting for the consolation of Israel.”  He took the prophets at their word and was 

looking for the coming Messiah.  (4) “The Holy Spirit was upon him.”  He was a man deeply 

influenced and controlled by the Spirit of God.  There was something about him which indicated 

the special, manifest presence of the Spirit. 
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From an Old Testament perspective, Simeon was a model of godliness.  He kept the law 

inwardly and outwardly, looked for the Messiah, and the very presence of God was in his life.  

Luke 2:26 tells us that God had revealed to Simeon that he would not see death until he had seen 

the Lord’s Messiah.  He would not die until he saw for himself the coming Messiah.  What a gift 

that God had given him!  And who better to give it to than a man who would fully appreciate it. 

 

I think the life of Simeon speaks to us so powerfully in this Advent Season.  What 

impresses me about Simeon is the powerful mingling of righteousness, Spirit-empowerment, and 

faith to take God at His Word.  Simeon’s righteous faith qualified him to see something 

incredibly special.  Treasuring God at one level gave him eyesight to see something at another 

level.   As mentioned, today and next Sunday, we will be looking at lessons from the life of 

Simeon.  Please allow me to make one short lesson today and will say more about him next 

week: 

 

First: Simeon Patiently Continued to Put His Trust in the Lord 

One of the great things we notice about Simeon is that he was a man who patiently 

continued to put his trust in the Word of God and in the promises of God, even when it might 

have been quite difficult to do so.  Simeon lived his life looking forward to the fulfillment of 

God’s promise, eagerly looking for the coming of the Messiah.   

 

The Bible doesn’t mention how old Simeon was when Jesus was born, but Jewish 

tradition says that Simeon was 113 years old at this point.  We know Simeon was advanced in 

age.  We know he lived during a very difficult time for the nation of Israel; a time when many 

people might have been wondering whether the Messiah was really coming after all. 

 

Simeon, however, put his trust in God’s promise.  Simeon put his trust in the word of 

God.  The name Simeon, by the way, literally means “one who hears” or “one who obeys.”  In 

Hebrew, the words are the same—it is the idea of “heeding” what is said.  It’s like when we talk 

about our kids “listening” to us, we are not just talking about their hearing, but we are talking 

about how well they obey and follow our instructions.  That is what the name Simeon means, 

“one who hears” or “one who obeys.”  So in a time of great darkness for God’s people, Simeon 

lived up to his name as he listened to the word of God, as he continued to look for and believe in 

the coming of the Light.  Simeon continued to keep his focus on God.  

 

Despite their disappointment, we still find people such as Simeon, Zechariah, and 

Elizabeth in worship, in God’s presence.  They haven’t let their heartbreak become bitterness 

against God.  They are in the temple worshiping, faithfully at work when God breaks into their 

worship and reveals a miraculous message.  They did not quit their faith.  They did not abandon 

the promises of God. 

 

Friends, Simeon was a saint who embraced Jesus in very confusing times.  He embraced 

Jesus when it seemed that everyone else deserted Him.  May we all have the same quality of 

faith Simeon had.  May we all have the same level of anticipation that Simeon had.  May we all 

embrace Jesus as Simeon did.  Let us look forward to the coming of Christ more than anything.  

In the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


