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Embracing Jesus in Confusing Times! #II 

Micah 5; Luke 2:25-35 

 

We have been looking together at the life of a great man, the life of Simeon.  As I pointed 

out last week, Simeon was a man who embraced Jesus in very confusing times.  Last week, we 

spent sometime getting to know this saint based on Luke’s account in chapter 2:25-35.  Luke 

introduces Simeon in four ways: (1) He was “a righteous” man.  He was considered a man full 

of God-honoring actions; (2) He was “a devout” man, meaning he was careful about his religious 

observance; (3) He was “waiting for the consolation of Israel.”  He took the prophets at their 

word and was looking for the coming Messiah.  Finally, (4) “The Holy Spirit was upon him.”  He 

was a man deeply influenced and controlled by the Spirit of God.  There was something about 

him which indicated the special, manifest presence of the Spirit. 

 

I think the life of Simeon speaks to us so powerfully especially in this Advent Season.  

Last Sunday, I underscored an important lesson from the life of this righteous, devout, and spirit-

filled man.  Let me remind you very briefly of what I said last week and I will add two short 

lessons for today. 

 

First: Simeon Patiently Continued to Put His Trust in the Lord 

One of the great things we notice about Simeon is that he was a man who patiently 

continued to put his trust in the Word of God and in the promises of God, even when it might 

have been quite difficult to do so.  Simeon lived his life looking forward to the fulfillment of 

God’s promise, eagerly looking for the coming of the Messiah.   

 

The Bible doesn’t mention how old Simeon was when Jesus was born, but Jewish 

tradition says that Simeon was 113 years old at this point.  We know Simeon was advanced in 

age.  We know he lived during a very difficult time for the nation of Israel; a time when many 

people might have been wondering whether the Messiah was really coming after all.  Simeon, 

however, and unlike many of his fellow Jews, put his trust in God’s promises.   

 

Second: Simeon Embraces the Long-awaited Messiah 

What happens when Simeon meets this child?  Simeon embraces Jesus.  Simeon takes the 

infant in his arms.  This is not some abstract meeting of God and humans, but an intimate and 

precious moment.  In the Middle Eastern culture, when you take an infant into your arm, it is a 

symbol of making a room for them in your life.  To embrace and take an infant into your arm 

means to accept and receive with your whole heart.   

 

I think the real challenge for us today is make a room for Jesus in our lives.  The real 

challenge is to embrace Him and His message in the most confusing times of our lives.  Simeon 

did.  Mary and Joseph did.  We should do the same today. 



 

 2 

Third: The Cost of Following Christ 

In his speech to Mary and Joseph, in Luke 2:33-35, Simeon speaks about the cost of 

embracing the message of Jesus.  Mary and Joseph were amazed at what was being said about 

Jesus, and then Simeon says something stunning to Mary: “This child is appointed...”  Simeon 

knew and Mary and Joseph were only beginning to fully understand that this little baby was part 

of a massive plan determined even before the foundations of the earth (Ephesians 3:11, Hebrews 

4:3, Revelation 13:8).  Just ponder that for a moment with me:  God appointed the future 

execution of His Son.  Even the most unjustified, unfair, and evil event in human history was a 

part of God’s gracious plan?  That is enormously comforting, especially if this Christmas is one 

that is filled with hard providence for you. 

 

Jesus is appointed “For the fall and rising of many.”  This phrase means that Jesus will be 

a stone over which some will fall and perish while others are spiritually “risen up” by God’s 

power and grace.  Jesus is a sign that will be opposed.  “The thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed.”  The thoughts of men's hearts will be revealed by what they do with Christ.  

 

Then in verse 35, Simeon gets very personal with Mary telling her that she will suffer 

greatly by the suffering of her son, “and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  This is a very 

costly gospel.   

 

In Luke 1:28, the angel Gabriel greets Mary with this greeting: “Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with you.”  Mary was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be.  In Luke 1:30, the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you’ve 

found favor with God.”  Well, what does that mean?  How come that someone like Mary, who 

has found favor with God, will experience that pain of a sword that will pierce her own soul? 

 

When the Bible speaks of someone who has found favor with God, it is always attached 

to this theme: God trusting us to bear a difficult mission.  It is His grace poured out on us for the 

sake of others.  When someone finds favor with God, it is more than upgrade on the flight, free 

tickets to the big game, nice deal on the next purchase.  It is God trusting us to accomplish his 

purposes in the world no matter how costly this might be. 

 

The Bible gives us accounts of people who have found favor with God; people such as 

Noah (Genesis 6:8), Abraham (Genesis 18:3), Joseph (Genesis 39:21), Moses (Exodus 33:12), 

Samuel (1 Samuel 2:26), and many others.  God trusted all those people to bear a difficult 

mission in their own times and for their people.  You and I as well have found favor with God.  

We are to carry His Good News to our neighborhood and our community.  We are to be ready to 

pay the cost of that message.  Yes, the gospel is glorious and attractive, yet it is so costly.  

Simeon does not domesticate or water down the gospel or the Messiah.  Godly people are 

supremely satisfied with a costly gospel.  

 

Friends, Simeon was a saint who embraced Jesus in very confusing times.  He embraced 

Jesus when it seemed that everyone else deserted Him.  May we all have the same quality of 

faith Simeon had.  May we all have the same level of anticipation that Simeon had.  May we all 

embrace Jesus as Simeon did.  In the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 


