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Lessons From the Birth of Jesus! #1 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Last Christmas season, Southland Christian Church, in Danville, Kentucky, released a 

video of kids telling the Christmas story.  That video went viral and has now received nearly 24 

million views. 

 

The video features adults dressed up as the characters in the Christmas story--Mary, 

Joseph, the shepherds, angels, angel Gabriel, and wise men--while their voices are dubbed by 

children who are recounting the story. 

 

One kid said, “Mary was just doing laundry and then the angel just appeared and she was 

really scared.”  Another kid said, “I don't know how baby Jesus survive in that barn.  I am sure it 

was too stinky and crowded.” A third comments that she thinks Joseph looked at his son and 

exclaimed, “I love you, and you're the best baby I’ve ever seen.”  A fourth kid said, “When the 

wise men and shepherds arrive to visit baby Jesus, Jesus is gifted with stuffed animals, diapers, 

wipes, milk, pacifier, and lots of toys.  I love to think about things seen through the eyes of 

children. 

I spent a great deal of my time over the last couple weeks thinking about Christmas Eve 

meditations for our two services, this one, and the 11:00 p.m. Service.  What shall I say to God’s 

people who are coming to the Lord’s House to celebrate Christmas?  I decided to go simple, and 

short.  What did the very first Christmas mean to the nation of Israel?  What does it mean to us 

today?  Tonight, I would like to share one important lesson from the birth of Jesus. 

 

Let’s be honest with ourselves: despite the fact that Advent, the season that leads to 

Christmas, is a season of hope, peace, joy, and love, it is not always this way.  I am sure that not 

everyone in the sanctuary tonight feels such hope, peace, joy, and love.  Our lives are full of 

suffering, pain, disillusions, losses, and grief.  What does the birth of our Savior say to all these 

people?  Well – here is the good news that I am bringing to you on this Christmas Eve: 

 

God Shows Up When You Hit Rock Bottom 

The story of the birth of Jesus reminds us that God shows up when you hit the rock 

bottom.  God will show up even if it as late as the fourth watch of the night.  In order to 

understand what I am saying, it is important to get a glimpse of Israel’s landscape when Jesus 

was born. 

 

Politically, the nation of Israel had been under the Roman occupation and everybody’s 

life was so miserable.  The people were oppressed, treated badly, dealt with injustices everyday.  

The once proud nation was now a puppet state of the pagan Roman Empire.  They couldn’t see 

any hope or future for their land.   
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The religious life of the nation of Israel was a mess too.  It had been over 400 years since 

God last spoke to His people through the Prophet Malachi.  Religious leaders were so corrupted.  

Too many religious groups, but there was a moral bankruptcy everywhere.  Faith was no longer 

central to the life of the nation, a nation that once had been called and chosen by God to be “His 

witnesses.”  Their days of glory as a nation is gone.    

 

On the other hand, the faithful had been waiting for the light to shine.  They had been 

waiting for the coming of the Messiah, for the birth of Jesus, for God’s light to shine upon them.  

In God’s timing, Jesus is born.  My friends, God shows up when we hit that rock bottom.   

 

What Happens When God Shows up? 

As I look at Israel’s life landscape when Jesus entered the world, it is not that different 

than our today.  But the good news of Christmas is this: when we hit that rock bottom, God will 

show up with his words of hope, peace, joy, and love. 

 

The night that Jesus was born seemed a very normal night in Bethlehem.  No one 

expected the good news of the Messiah’s birth to break into their darkness.  Who could’ve 

imagined in their wildest imagination that the little town of Bethlehem will be hearing angelic 

hosts that evening? 

 

“Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me?” says the Psalm 42.  

We’ve all been there.  But let’s not stop there.  As you keep reading Psalm 42:5, it says: “Put 

your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”  Friends, let’s rejoice that 

Jesus came to give you something better than the disappointments of life on planet earth.  And 

when, by, faith you embrace Him and all that He promised, you can have a hope that is no longer 

a fingers-crossed wish that you harbor in your heart, but rather a confident, courageous assurance 

that is rooted in the certainty of God’s Word.  Pin your hopes on Jesus this Christmas—you 

won’t be disappointed!  And know that “When you hit rock bottom, it's because God wants you 

to know He is the Rock at the bottom.” 

 

Friends, the Prophet Isaiah 9:6 reminds us that, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 

given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  To God be the glory! 


