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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street  

Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Sermon Notes (11:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Service ~ December 24
th

, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

Lessons From the Birth of Jesus! #2 

Luke 1:37 

 

A young boy traveling by airplane to visit his grandparents sat beside a man who 

happened to be a seminary professor.  The boy was reading a Sunday school take-home paper, 

and the professor thought he would have some fun with the lad.  “Young man,” said the 

professor, “if you can tell me something God can do, I will give you a big, shiny apple.”  The 

boy thought for a moment and then replied, “Mister, if you can tell me something God can’t do, 

I’ll give you a whole barrel of apples!” 

  

I spent a great deal of my time over the last couple weeks thinking about Christmas Eve 

meditations for our two services, this one, and the 7:00 p.m. Service.  What shall I say to God’s 

people who are coming to the Lord’s House to celebrate Christmas?  I decided to go simple, 

short, and practical.  What did the very first Christmas mean to the nation of Israel over 2000 

years ago?  What does it mean to us today?  Tonight, I would like to share one important lesson 

from the birth of our Savior.  This lesson is based on Luke 1:37, “For nothing will be impossible 

with God.”  This is a great Christmas verse that is often overlooked at this time of the year.  

 

We have before us tonight, the announcement of the most wonderful event that ever 

happened in the world—the incarnation, the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The angel Gabriel 

appeared to Mary, to tell her that she’s going to have a baby - a son to be named Jesus, who will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High who will reign over the kingdom forever. 

 

There has never been better Good News proclaimed than what the angel Gabriel spoke to 

Mary that day.  As I pointed out in the earlier service, there had been so much darkness, 

suffering, pain, and grief in Israel when Jesus was born.  Then, as if out of nowhere comes an 

angel to a young girl from a lowly family in a nowhere land to announce the greatest news ever 

heard by human ears… God has spoken to sinful humans.  His message is the gift of Jesus 

Christ, Savior. 

 

Mary asks Gabriel: “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” How will this be? Gabriel, 

how can all this possibly happen?  It’s just impossible.  Gabriel points to Mary’s elderly relative, 

Elizabeth.  She was old, and barren, but now she is six months pregnant.  It can only be God’s 

doing.  It’s truly a miracle.  Here’s what Gabriel says: ‘Nothing is impossible with God.’  

 

Nothing is Impossible with God 

We think too little of God; we impose false limits on Him.  Sometimes we imagine that 

God is bound by our weaknesses.  But Gabriel’s words sound out loud and clear at that first 

Christmas: “Nothing is impossible with God.”  In Christmas, we see the power of God that can 

turn our sorrows to joy; chaos to order and purpose, and despair to hope.  American theologian 
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A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) once said, “God is looking for people through whom He can do the 

impossible.  What a pity that we plan only the things we can do by ourselves.”  

 

The God who inspired the human authors of the Scriptures to write down the location, 

circumstances and details of the birth of Jesus so long in advance is the same God who sent the 

angels and star to bring along the most unlikely of visitors to the manger - ragtag outcast unclean 

shepherds, and foreign, pagan magi.  The God who caused the virgin to be with child is the same 

God who walks with us this journey we call life.  He knows its details, its ups and downs, and He 

will continue to be the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

 

Nothing is impossible with God.  C.S. Lewis calls the birth of Jesus “the Grand Miracle.” 

Everything else that Jesus said or did, as He taught, as He healed, as He raised the dead; as He 

Himself was raised from the dead - it all flows from this Grand Miracle, that God became Man 

through the virgin birth. 

 

As we come to this Christmas, look again in the manger, and see the face of God.  His 

beauty and purity and glory shines out.  Like Mary, you might ask yourself: how will this be?  

Allow God this Christmas to reassure YOU that “Nothing is impossible with God.”  Our God is 

the God of the impossible.  Mary believed God when it seemed to be impossible.  Let’s face the 

impossible by faith.  Amen! 

 


