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“The Conclusion of the Matter!” #1 

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14; Matthew 12:38-42 

 

About 3,000 years ago, God inspired King Solomon to write the Book of Ecclesiastes.  

Although Ecclesiastes was written 3,000 years ago, it’s as up to date as tomorrow’s newspaper.  

The Book deals with the big questions of life.  I think one of our problems today is we don’t get 

to spend much time thinking about the big questions.  What am I here for?  Where am I going?  

What is the way to true happiness?  Where is peace?  Where is fulfillment?  Solomon spent a 

great deal of time thinking these questions over.  He tried wisdom and folly, pleasure, riches, 

beauty, drunkenness, and many other things, only to find out in the end that he had been grasping 

at the wind.  

 

The Quest of Every Generation 

People in this generation are just as they were in Solomon’s day, trying to find fun, 

amusement, pleasure, knowledge, security, and love.  Look around you, it seems that almost all 

the people we get to meet are on a quest of some sort.  Solomon had it all.  But as recorded in the 

Book of Ecclesiastes 1:2, Solomon said, “Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of 

vanities!  All is vanity.”  In order to understand and appreciate what Solomon is saying here, 

let’s briefly examine his life. 

 

Solomon had more material possessions than perhaps any other man in history.  I believe 

he was the richest man in the history of the world.  His gold came by the ton.  He had a stable of 

40,000 horses.  He sat on a throne of solid ivory overlaid with pure gold.  In today’s world, he 

would be more rich than Jeff Bezos, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg. 

 

Solomon had attained great knowledge.  In 1 Kings 4:30 we read that “Solomon’s 

wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt.” Yet, in 

Ecclesiastes 1:17-18, he said, “And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and 

folly.  I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.  For in much wisdom is much grief.”  

 

Solomon gave himself to pleasure.  In Ecclesiastes 2:1 he says, “I said to myself, “Come 

now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good.”  But that also proved to be 

meaningless.”  So he drank the finest wines from golden goblets.  He had 700 wives and 300 

concubines.  He had every pleasure–everything at his beck and call.  Hundreds of servants and 

every exotic food from around the world.  He could afford every sensual pleasure that you can 

imagine.  Yet, in the end he said, “vanity of vanities.”  It doesn’t satisfy.  Permanent pleasure and 

happiness are not found anywhere except in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Solomon also had great power.  He was a king over a great Kingdom.  No nation dared 

defy him.  In fact, powerful neighboring kingdoms had all respect to King Solomon.  The story 



 

 2 

of the Queen of Sheba visiting king Solomon gives us a glimpse of his power and glory.  He had 

more power than any other man in his generation.  He had the greatest navy in the world.  He 

looked upon his mighty military power and said, “That too has not satisfied.” 

 

Solomon tried the aesthetic life.  Surely all those beautiful objects of art that he had, those 

beautiful gardens that he built, those musical recitals that he had, would bring the peace that he 

longed for.  But they didn’t.  He said in Ecclesiastes 2:11, “Yet when I surveyed all that my 

hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the 

wind; nothing was gained under the sun.”  It doesn’t satisfy.  

 

Solomon finally had religion.  He built one of the greatest temples the world has ever 

known.  It took 150,000 men seven years to build Solomon’s temple.  It was considered one of 

the wonders of the ancient world.  He overlaid the temple with pure gold, including the floor.  

Religion without a personal relationship with Christ will not save our soul or bring the peace that 

our soul longs for.  Millions are searching for God through religion and not finding Him. 

 

Fear God and Keep His Commandments 

After wasting all those years trying this and that, Solomon returned to what he had 

learned at his father’s knee: “Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of everyone” Ecclesiastes 12:13.  Solomon discovered 

that God made humanity and that serious godliness is the only way to everlasting joy. 

 

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) had lived a life not much different than Solomon’s.  

After trying philosophy, fame, women, money, travel and everything else he could get his hands 

on, he had to confess: “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until 

they find their rest in you.” 

 

My friends, this is the last Sunday in 2017 and I wanted to bring to you this important 

message from Solomon’s life.  In Ecclesiastes 12:13 Solomon gives us the formula of a happy, 

satisfied, and fulfilled life.  “Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind” Ecclesiastes 12:13.  Our true joy lies in 

fearing God and keeping His commandments.  Godly fear and sincere obedience are the 

ingredients for a happy life.  Solomon is right.  He tried everything on the face of this earth that 

he had thought would fill his heart with joy.  Our hearts will be restless until they find their rest 

in Jesus.  In Matthew 12:42 Jesus said, “Indeed a greater than Solomon is here.”  You will never 

go wrong by fearing God or keeping His commandments.  Ecclesiastes 12:13 gives a short and 

excellent summary of the Christian's way of life.  Lord willing, next Sunday, we will unpack this 

verse.  What does it mean to fear God?  What does a God-fearing life entail?  I will say more 

about that on January 7, 2018.  Stay tuned!  


