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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012  

Sunday Sermon Notes (January 7, 2018) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“The Conclusion of the Matter!” #II 

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14; Acts 10:1-8 

 

Last Sunday, we looked at a great passage from Ecclesiastes chapter 12.  This is a two-

part message that I wanted to share with this beloved congregation as we wrapped up this past 

year and stepped into a new year.  This two-part message is titled: The Conclusion of the Matter. 

 

About 3,000 years ago, God inspired King Solomon, the son of King David, to write 

down the Book of Ecclesiastes.  Although Ecclesiastes was written 3,000 years ago, it’s as up to 

date as tomorrow’s newspaper.  The Book deals with the big questions of life.  What am I here 

for?  Where am I going?  What is the way to true happiness?  Where is peace?  Where is 

fulfillment?  Solomon spent a great deal of time thinking these questions over.  People in this 

generation are just as they were in Solomon’s day, trying to find happiness, peace, and 

fulfilment.  It is every generation’s quest. 

 

As I pointed out last week, Solomon tried everything you might think of.  He tried riches, 

power, wisdom, pleasure, beauty, drunkenness, religion, and many other things, only to find out 

in the end that he had been grasping at the wind.  You may want to look at my last week’s 

sermon notes to get a glimpse of this man’s life.  Solomon had it all.  But as recorded in the 

Book of Ecclesiastes 1:2, Solomon said, “Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of 

vanities!  All is vanity.”   

 

After wasting all those years trying this and that, Solomon returned to what he had 

learned at his father’s knee: “Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of everyone” Ecclesiastes 12:13.  Our true joy lies in 

fearing God and keeping His commandments.  Godly fear and sincere obedience are the 

ingredients for a happy life.  Solomon is right.  He tried everything on the face of this earth that 

he had thought would fill his heart with joy.  Our hearts will be restless until they find their rest 

in Jesus.   

 

But what does it mean to FEAR God?  What does a God-fearing life look like?  I have 

tried to put it in a way you can easily remember it, so I put it in the form of an acrostic.  What are 

the elements of a God-fearing life? 

 

First: Faith 

First, “F” stands for FAITH.  Faith in what?  Faith in who?  Faith in God’s existence and 

presence.  You cannot come to God unless you know He is there.  Hebrews 11:6 says, “He that 

comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek 

Him.”  This is where God’s fear begins: faith that God exists.  The whole of the created universe 

is shouting that at us.  All the inner responses of our heart are confirming it.  The Word of God 
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declares it.  History confirms it.  There is a world of evidence that God is there.  Francis 

Schaeffer says that this is the great and first truth of the gospel -- The God Who Is There. 

 

There will be some days that you will doubt and question the existence and presence of 

God.  At least you will question if He is near to you.  And if He is, why all this happening to 

you?  But remember, a God-fearing heart will always have faith in both the existence and 

presence of God.  This week, I posted something on Facebook about faith and some of you 

responded to what I had posted.  It is faith that makes us stronger when everything and everyone 

else fails us.  Faith is where God’s fear begins. 

 

Second: Experience His Grace 

Second “E” stands for “EXPERIENCE His grace.”  You will never fear God until you 

have learned what kind of a God He is.  He is a God of mercy, of grace, and of forgiveness.  

Until you have stood before Him and felt your guilt, acknowledged it, known you were wrong 

and corrupt, and heard Him say in your inner heart the words of John 8:11, “Neither do I 

condemn you; go and sin no more”, you will never be able to properly fear God.  One element of 

fear is the experience of the wonder of forgiveness.  Once we experience God’s grace, God will 

send us out again with a whole new purpose and a new resource available.  

 

Third: Awe at God’s Majesty 

That leads to the third element of a God-fearing life.   “A” stands for AWE at God’s 

majesty, the wisdom and the wonder of God.  What a Being He is!  What a marvelous mind that 

can comprehend all the billions of pieces of information in this universe and hold them 

continually before Him?  What a marvelous Being that can hear every voice and relate to every 

person who has ever lived?  What a marvelous God!  Awe at the sense of His majesty, His 

comprehensiveness, His unfailing wisdom and power, is part of fearing God. 

 

Fourth: Resolve to Obey Him 

The last letter, “R,” stands for RESOLVE.  Resolve to do what God says, to obey His 

word, to “keep His commandments,” as the Preacher puts it here in Ecclesiastes 12:13.  There 

are only two commandments; Jesus Himself said that.  All the law and the writings can be 

reduced to two simple things: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and 

all your mind,” (Matthew 22:37).  That is in response to His love already shown to you; love 

Him because He first loved you.  And the second, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  That's it.  

Have faith in his existence; experience His grace; stand in awe of His Person; and resolve to 

obey Him. That is what fearing God means.  That is the secret to life; that is the secret of the 

wholeness of man. 

 

“Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is 

the whole duty of everyone” Ecclesiastes 12:13.  In Acts 10 we read about a man named 

Cornelius, a gentile, yet he feared God with all his household.  This week the Church celebrates 

Epiphany or theophany.  This is an ancient Christian feast that celebrates the revelation of God 

incarnate as Jesus Christ.  The feast commemorates the visit of the Magi to the Christ child, and 

thus Jesus' physical manifestation to the Gentiles.  It is celebrated on the twelfth day after 

Christmas.  May a God-fearing life become God’s revelation to us as leaders of this congregation 

and to the congregation in whole in 2018.  May it become our Epiphany! 


