
 

 1 

First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012  

Sunday Sermon Notes (January 21, 2018) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

Lessons from the Fall of a Great Man! 

Judges 16:23-31; Hebrews 11:32-40 

 

The goal of my teaching during the month of January is to look together at some key Scripture 

passages and key Bible stories that would help us to set the tone for the rest of the year.  We started the 

year by looking at the great words of Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear 

God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of everyone.” Then last week I challenged 

you to seriously consider the words of Colossians 3:1, “Since you have been raised with Christ, set your 

hearts on things above.”   

 

In Judges chapter 16 we see another great story, yet a sad one.  The Israelites had been freed by 

God’s mighty power through his servant Moses freed from 400 years of Egyptian slavery.  They 

wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  Again, Moses led them through the desert journey.  Joshua led 

them into the Promised Land.  The Book of Judges, from which our story is taken, covers the period after 

the death of Joshua.  Someone has called these next 350 years the account of the Dark Ages of the 

Israelites.  The people were not led by any one leader.  A phrase keeps popping up in the story, “Everyone 

did as he saw fit” Judges 17:6.  The King James puts it this way, “Every man did that which was right in 

his own eyes.”  There were 14 Judges.  There was a kind of progression that kept happening: the people 

are guided by a judge and are following God … they lose sight of God and begin to worship the idols of 

their neighbors … they are defeated, humiliated, and enslaved to their neighbors.  Then God sends a 

leader to deliver them.  The pattern is so predictable – and God is so patient.  We know the pattern today, 

don’t we?  We walk with God, then we wander away from God, then we get in trouble, and finally God 

comes to rescue us.  

 

Samson – A Powerful, Yet a Tragic Hero 

Judges chapter 13 begins: “The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the 

Lord gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.”  Life had been a mess, so God went to a man 

named Manoah and his wife.  He told them they were going to have a child who would deliver Israel from 

the Philistines.  His name was Samson.  His parents are told that their son is to be “set a part” to the Lord.  

He is to be a “Nazirite.”  He was not to drink wine or strong drink, not to cut his hair, and not to eat 

anything unclean.   

 

Samson was a man of extraordinary strength ~ a strength that comes directly we are told from the 

Spirit of the Lord that would rush upon him.  He is said to have killed 1000 Philistines on one occasion.  

He tore a lion in half with his bare hands.  But Samson never lived like a Nazirite.  He lived for himself.  

He went to the Philistine city, Timnah, and married a woman.  Things go badly and the marriage ends.  

He goes to a town called Gaza and meets a prostitute – he is a man driven by what he wants.  Then a short 

time later, he meets another Philistine woman.  Her name was Delilah.  The Philistines offer her money if 

she finds out where Samson’s strength comes from.  She seduces Samson and eventually is told “If my 
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head were shaved, then my strength would leave me; I would become weak and be like anyone else.”  She 

cuts his hair and he loses his strength and is captured by the Philistines.  They gouge his eyes out and lead 

him back to Gaza – this time thrown into a prison. 

 

Our reading this morning was about the closing days of Samson’s life.  There is a big festival and 

Dagon is praised for the capture of Samson.  They decide to have some fun with Samson, so they call him 

out of prison and have him entertain the people – over 3000 people in this large hall.  After a while 

Samson finds a pillar and then another – and says “Lord God, remember me and strengthen me only this 

once.”  And God did remember Samson – his strength returned and Samson pulled on the pillars – 

collapsing them and killing himself and many Philistines.  Samson is a tragic hero!  He was given so 

much and yet he squandered everything he had.  What can we learn from his life?  Three things are clear: 

 

First: Samson was all about outward strength – he paid no attention to the place inside 

himself where God was trying to move.  Samson may have been the strongest man in the Bible.  But he 

never paid attention to his heart.  No one could match Samson physically.  Every time he routes the 

Philistines he’s alone – no other soldiers are ever mentioned.  He’s a one man wrecking crew.  But we all 

know that strength without a heart can become pretty hard, prideful and ugly.  We read about it in our 

newspapers as we follow the tragic lives of the most famous of our society.  We all know of this selfish 

abuse of power.  Samson took advantage of his God-given strength and did whatever would please him.  

Samson’s life seems wrapped up in himself.  The Lord looks on the heart, so take care of your heart. 

 

Second: Samson was a man who lived without guardrails ~ he did whatever he wanted.   

Guardrails were missing in Samson’s life!  By guardrails I mean the good boundaries that God has 

established in our lives so that our lives are full and healthy.  Samson showed us that the sexual side of his 

life was like a river that had flooded its banks and the tide kept rising.  His pursuit of women was constant 

and eventually his world collapsed in the arms of Delilah.  All of us need guardrails in our lives.  We need 

to be able to say “no” to those things and people that will cripple us if we let them.  Samson could not say 

“no” because he did not have the inward strength to do so – the inward strength that alone comes from 

God.  Pay attention to the guardrails of your life.  Obedience matters. 

 

Third: The last lesson comes out of what I think is a rather sad final cry to God.  It’s the end 

of Samson’s life and he has been mocked and humiliated in prison and outside of it.  Now he comes to 

entertain the Lords and Ladies of the Philistines at a grand party.  Thousands of people are present.  He is 

forced to entertain them ~ maybe playing off his previous strength.  But as the evening wears on, Samson 

calls to the Lord.  It is one of the only times, if not the only time we see this in his life.  He asks to be 

“remembered.”  It is a remembering that goes back to his call to be “set a part” for the Lord, a Nazirite.  

He is “set a part” to “free people from the Philistines.”  And now this is his last chance.  He stands 

between two large pillars and asks God for strength one last time. 

 

And you know what happens.  God does remember Samson and pours strength into him so that he 

is able to collapse the columns and crush all those who were in attendance.  God remembered Samson.  

And God remembers us, too.  When we find ourselves in difficult places, God remembers us.  When we 

find that our lives have looked too much like Samson’s – as we call out to God – as we cry to be 

remembered – here is the good news.  He does remember us.  In the Name of Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


