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Great is Thy Faithfulness! # I 

Lamentations 3:21-26; 2 Timothy 2:11-13 

 

Background 

The Book of Lamentations is a series of dirges, or songs of mourning, that were written 

against the backdrop of the Babylonian invasion and destruction of Jerusalem that happened in 

586 BC.  The writer of the Book of Lamentations is believed to be Jeremiah.  He is crying about 

the destruction of Jerusalem, God’s Temple, and the awful sufferings endured by the people of 

that city at the hand of their enemies.  

 

Jeremiah is literally crying from A to Z.  When you read this book in the original 

Hebrew, each verse starts with a certain letter.  It may not be noted in your Bible, but in Hebrew, 

it shows that each set of about four verses each begin with a certain letter.  It starts with Aleph 

(A) and goes all the way to Tav (Z) for each chapter.  Jeremiah mourns, laments, and cries 

because God’s people put their trust and set their hope in the “faithfulness” of other things.  In 

fact, Jeremiah is often called, the Weeping Prophet.  A study of Jeremiah’s life reveals a portrait 

of unending sadness, deep depression, and the upcoming judgement of the Lord. 

 

Yet, after seeing all these tragedies, Jeremiah was still able to stand forth amid the 

suffering and pain, and lift his voice in praise to God for His great, unfailing faithfulness to His 

people.  How was this possible?  Despite his trials and his troubles, Jeremiah had gotten a good 

grasp on the reality of just Who God is!  Jeremiah knew that whether things went well, or 

whether everything fell apart, God would still be God and that God would be eternally faithful to 

His people.  Lamentations 3:21-23 says, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The 

steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness.”  Jeremiah was still able to find hope in a hopeless situation 

because he believed in the faithfulness of His great God.  

 

Defining the Terms 

“Great is your faithfulness.”  Unfortunately, whenever we use a word over and over 

again, we often tend to forget what it means.  The word ֶחֶסד.“chesed” in Hebrew means, “God’s 

loving kindness, his steadfast love, and covenant keeping.”  There is simply no equivalent 

concept today.  The Old Testament uses the word to describe the relationship between God and 

God’s chosen people, the people of Israel.  One scholar defines “chesed” as: “God’s loving-

kindness is that sure love which will not let Israel go.  Not all Israel’s persistent waywardness 

could ever destroy it.  Though Israel be faithless, yet God remains faithful still.”  This is the 

same concept we find in 2 Timothy 2:13, if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot 

deny himself.” 
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So here is a quick reminder of the true meaning of the word, “faithfulness.”  When we 

say that God is faithful we are saying that everything He says and does is certain.  We’re saying 

He is 100% reliable.  He says what He means and means what He says.  He does everything He 

says He will do.  God neither fail nor forget.  In short, we are saying that we can count on God. 

 

And I want you to understand bound up in the inherent meaning of this word is the fact 

that all this NEVER changes.  I mean, God never ceases to be faithful.  I don’t know about you, 

but to me this is indeed a comforting truth because in this world of ours, it seems as if everything 

else does change.  Think about it.  The economy changes!  Governments change.  Countries 

change.  Borders are reconfigured.  Nations are re-named, and world atlases and globes are 

outdated almost before we get them home.  Cities and neighborhoods change.  Churches change.  

Our health and bodies change.  Over the years our muscles turn to flab.  Our hair turns gray or it 

turns loose in my case.  Our faces sag and wrinkle.  Aches and pains become common place.  

Before you know it your once healthy body becomes plagued with the ailments that come with 

aging and you begin to see more and more doctor’s appointments popping up on your calendar.  

The only thing that is constant in our world is change.  

 

In the midst of all this turmoil, the fact that God’s faithfulness is constant, the fact that He 

does not change becomes our real anchor.  His faithfulness is something to hold on to.  It is so 

reassuring to grasp this truth.  God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow!  He is 

changeless.  As James 1:17 reminds us, “There is not even a shadow of a change in God.”  Even 

the name that God gave to Moses in Exodus 3 proclaims this fact.  God is Ehyeh asher Ehyeh “I 

am who I am.”  He is not “I will be” or “I was” but “I am who I am.”  This is a declaration to 

both God’s self-existence and eternal changelessness.  It is indeed a wonderful comforting truth. 

 

Like Jeremiah, we all go through times when life seems to fall apart.  As you and I face 

the battles, burdens, valleys, storms and trials of life, we must always remember God’s 

unchanging, unfailing faithfulness.  When you are discouraged, remember God’s faithfulness.  

“Your faithfulness continues through all generations” says Psalm 119:90. God is always faithful 

to you.  No matter where you are in life, no matter what your circumstance, God can be trusted.  

His compassion never fails and His love never ends.  

 

This morning as we sing our closing hymn, I would like us all to make it into a song of 

praise to God.  The writer of the text for the hymn, Thomas Obadiah Chisholm was born in a 

humble log cabin in Franklin, Kentucky, in 1866.  He wrote more than 1200 poems including the 

well-known hymn, Great Is Thy Faithfulness.  He was ordained as a Methodist Minister but was 

forced to resign after a brief pastorate because of poor health.  In a letter dated 1941, Rev. 

Chisholm writes, “My income has not been large at any time due to impaired health, but I must 

not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God, for which I am filled 

with astonishing gratefulness.” 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God, My Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 

As thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 

Amen! 


