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It is Time to Seek the Lord! 

Isaiah 55:1-13; Hosea 10:10-15 

 

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it is 

time to seek the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you” Hosea 10:12.  These 

amazing words were given by God through the Prophet Hosea in 715 BC.  Hosea addressed the 

northern kingdom of Israel who, toward the end of King Jeroboam’s reign and despite economic 

blessing, had fallen spiritually and morally.  One commentator said, “They simply laid back and 

stopped seeking God with their whole heart.”  When God’s people cease to actively seek God, moral 

and spiritual failure often follows, causing problems in all segments of life. 

 

The famous British Preacher, Charles Spurgeon (1843-1892), once said, “Rather than seeking 

God, we become seekers of everything else but Him; the things of this world, material goods and 

ambition, grow more attractive to us.  We renounce true power and become satisfied with crumbs.  We 

put on a mask of godliness that leaves us all in a state of emptiness and barrenness without God’s true 

life in us and in our churches.” 

 

Now is the time like never before to seek the Lord!  The moral and spiritual failure of God’s 

people has become evident to all; we are becoming just like the world as the line of separation 

continues to disappear.  In a recent interview with the great American Evangelist, Billy Graham, the 

interviewer asked him, how does he see the Church in America today?  Billy Graham said, 

“Unfortunately, the church has become apathetic and spiritually barren; people are satisfied with a 

religious form and do not want change.  Some even do not want to see new people in their churches for 

fear that someone might sit in their favorite seat.  We have grown hard and cold toward God and one 

another.” 

 

Just like in the day of Hosea – without a desire for true change – our hearts have turned to 

fallow ground that no longer brings forth the true fruit of Christ.  The only way out is to seek God 

together as God’s people.  Today is the first Sunday in Lent.  In the next couple Sundays, I would like 

to examine the requirements the prophet Hosea laid out for God’s people in order to become morally 

and spiritually renewed.  Hosea urged the people of his day to do three things.  Please allow me this 

morning to share the first part of this message and will say more next time. 

 

First: Actively Seek the Lord 

What does it mean to actively seek the Lord?  If we truly want to become seekers of God we 

cannot just take our faith casually.  We cannot just pray once in a while, listen to sermons as if they are 

bedtime stories without really allow God’s Word to challenge our lives.  Hosea challenged the people 

to actively do what it took to come to the place of God’s blessing.  They had to prepare themselves – 

sow righteousness, plow up the fallow ground (Hebrew: niyr), and seek God.  Please notice that all of 

these are active verbs that indicate an action of some kind.  We are to “sow” … to “break up or plow 

up” … to “seek.” 
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Mt friends, it is impossible to have God’s blessing without preparation – it would be against 

His very character (please note that I am not speaking in terms of grace necessary for salvation).  

Obedient preparation always precedes blessing.  Let me give you some examples from God’s Word 

that would help us to grasp what I am saying and what I mean by that. 

 

2 Kings 3 tells us the story of three kings (the King of Israel, the King of Juda, and the Kings of 

Edom) allied against the army of Moab but they had a problem – they wandered seven days without 

water.  The Israeli king feared the worst but Jehosophat called for the counsel of the prophet Elisha.  

While the music played he gave a very practical prophesy – God promised water, but they had to be 

obedient and prepare the ground for God’s blessings; they had to dig ditches in the valley in 

preparation for God’s miracle.  “And he said, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Make this valley full of ditches.”  

For thus says the LORD: “You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley shall be filled 

with water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink”’” 2 Kings 3:16-17. 

 

There is a similar story in 2 Kings 4.  When the people came to pay their debts, the widow, 

whose husband was also a prophet, sought for help from Elisha.  However, for the miracle 

to take place she had to make some necessary preparations – she had to borrow jars from 

her neighbors in order to experience God’s blessings and, with the sale of a great amount of oil, pay 

back her debt while living on what was leftover.  “Then he said, ‘Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, 

from all your neighbors – empty vessels; do not gather just a few.  And when you have come in, you 

shall shut the door behind you and your sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the full 

ones” (2 Kings 4:3-4). 

 

A similar occurrence took place with Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram 

(Syria), who would not have been cured had he not obeyed the prophet and actively done what was 

needed to become healed.  He had to dip seven times in the river Jordan.  In the beginning, Naaman, 

just as many believers, did not want to make the necessary preparations that pave the way for 

blessings.  “And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go and wash in the Jordan seven times and 

your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean.”  But Naaman became furious, and went 

away and said, ‘Indeed, I said to myself, “He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the 

name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.  Are not Abana and 

Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters in Israel?”’  So he turned and went away in a 

rage. And his servants came near and spoke to him, and said, ‘My father, if the prophet had told you to 

do something great, would you not have done it... ’So he went down and dipped seven time in the 

Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 

child, and he was clean” (2 Kings 5:10-14). 

 

There would not have even been the resurrection of Lazarus had the disciples not first removed 

the stone. “Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone. ’Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, 

‘Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not say to 

you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?’ Then they took away the stone...” 

(John 11:39-41)  

 

Friends, without active and willful obedience and without preparation we cannot see God’s 

renewal among us at all.  Unless we do our part God cannot do His – this is very clear.  “Sow for 

yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it is time to seek 

the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.”  Friends, I invite you in the Lenten 

season to actively and intentionally prepare your heart, to break up your fallow ground, before it is too 

late.  To God in Christ be glory, power, and majesty now and forever more.  Amen! 


