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It is Time to Seek the Lord! #2 

Isaiah 55:1-13; Hosea 10:10-15 

 

A couple Sundays ago, I delivered from this pulpit the first part of a serious of messages 

that I gave the title, It is Time to Seek to the Lord.  This series is based on Hosea 10.  The Bible 

says, “Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it 

is time to seek the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you” Hosea 10:12.   

 

Hosea addressed and spoke these words to a nation and a people that had been God’s 

very own; a nation that God regarded as His witnesses (Isaiah 43:10); His inheritance (Joel 3:2); 

His firstborn son (Exodus 4:22); His delight (Isaiah 62:4).  They occupied a very special place in 

God’s heart.  Yet, they did not realize God’s calling on their lives.  They had fallen spiritually 

and morally.  They laid back and stopped seeking God with their whole heart. They ceased to 

actively seek God. 

 

As I pointed out last time, now is the time like never before to seek the Lord!  The moral 

and spiritual failure of God’s people has become evident to all; we are becoming just like the 

world as the line of separation continues to disappear.  We have grown hard and cold toward 

God and one another.   

 

Just like the days of Hosea – without a desire for true change – our hearts have turned to 

fallow ground that no longer brings forth the true fruit of Christ.  I think the Prophet Hosea got 

some very helpful tips for us if we want to be spiritually renewed.  

 

First: Actively Seek the Lord 

We need to actively seek the Lord.  If we truly want to become seekers of God, we need 

to be intentional about it.  It doesn’t happen by itself.  We’ve got to plan for it.  We’ve got to 

prepare ourselves for it.  Hosea challenged the people to actively do what it took to come to the 

place of God’s blessing.  They had to prepare themselves – sow righteousness, plow up the 

fallow ground (Hebrew: niyr), and seek God.  Please notice that all of these are active verbs that 

indicate an action of some kind.  We are to “sow” … to “break up” or “plow up” … to “seek.”  

Isaiah 59:1 reminds us, “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear to dull to 

hear.”  The problem is not the Lord’s; it is ours. 

 

My friends, it is impossible to have God’s blessing without preparation.  This preparation 

could be true repentance, a good prayer life, obedience and submission to God’s Word, spending 

more time with Jesus, you name it.  Great revivals and awakenings took place in this country and 

anywhere else started with people who sought the face of the Lord.  Obedient preparation always 

precedes blessing.  Last time I gave your several examples from God’s Word to prove this point.  

It is impossible to have God’s blessing without preparation.  In Joshua 3:5 Joshua told the 
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people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”  Let 

me take that conversation into the next level.  We will be renewed when (1) We Actively and 

intentionally seek the Lord. 

 

Second: Change Your Lifestyle 

The second challenge Hosea puts before us today is those who actively and intentionally 

seek God must change their ways, their lifestyle.  “...break up your fallow ground.”  It is 

impossible to be a seeker of God and experience God’s moral and spiritual renewal without 

leaving behind our old ways of thinking and living.   

 

“Break up your fallow ground.”  It means "Do not sow your seed among thorns", i.e., 

break off all your evil habits; clear your hearts of weeds, because if we do not, it soon will 

become overgrown with thorns and weeds. Jermiah 4:3 echoed the same truth,  “This is what the 

Lord says to the people of Judah and to Jerusalem: “Break up your unplowed ground and do not 

sow among thorns.” 

 

We all desire for God to work in our lives and in our Churches, yet we fail to turn from 

that which hurts Him: our sin, iniquity, lust, immorality, selfish desires, lust for riches and 

recognition, disobedience, grumbling, lying, stealing, anger and resentment, unforgiveness and 

all other works of the flesh.   

 

Sometimes we want to live according to our old, undisciplined way of life yet wonder 

why we do not have God’s presence and power operating in our lives.  We cannot seek Him as 

we ought if we are not willing to change our old way of thinking and living.  If righteousness and 

justice are the foundation of His throne, who are we to live unrighteous and ungodly lives while 

expecting for God to work through us?  Someone once said, “without repentance and 

righteousness we are only playing church.”   

 

My friends, until we are willing to change, until we experience change in our own lives, 

in our churches, our relationship with Jesus and each other will grow cold, and the flame of our 

ministry will die out.  In John 15 Jesus warned against becoming an unfruitful branch that the 

Lord will have to cut off.  For that reason Peter implored us to “Repent therefore and be 

converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord...” (Acts 3:19).  Without repentance there can be no refreshing.  Let us 

cleanse our hearts of sin, eliminate from our lives that which is not pleasing to the Lord, and 

become true seekers of God!  

 

 “Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for 

it is time to seek the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.”  Friends, I invite 

you in the Lenten season to actively and intentionally prepare your heart, to break up your fallow 

ground, before it is too late.  To God in Christ be glory, power, and majesty now and forever 

more.  Amen! 


