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“When You Find Yourself in Marah!” 

Exodus 15:22-27; John 4:1-13 

 

The Book of Exodus is about the God who makes Himself known.  This theme runs through 

the entire Book; from Moses saying, “Who shall I tell the Israelites has sent me to you?” and 

Pharaoh saying, “Who is the Lord that I should listen to him?” to a different question: “Who, O 

Lord, is like you among the gods?”  There is none like YHWH—majestic in holiness.  Through the 

Book of Exodus, God has made himself known.  

 

Another Theme Emerging 

In the second half of the Book, especially after the Exodus event and the crossing of the Red 

Sea, we begin to see another theme emerge.  What does it mean to follow this God who has made 

Himself known?  I want you to see something very important after Exodus 15:21. It’s going to be 

hard to spot, so look very carefully: the book doesn’t end.  It’s not over after verse 21.  It goes on to 

verse 22.  What does that mean? 

 

Some of us live the Christian life as if we get to Exodus 15:21, and that’s it.  “We’re saved!  

We’re delivered!  We’re set free!  Hallelujah!  Let’s sing!  End of story!  Heaven, here we come!”  

My friends, though the Exodus is through, it’s far from over.  The Israelites have left Egypt and 

crossed through the Red Sea, but now we have the rest of the book. 

 

The Book of Exodus is very instructive for us in the Christian life today.  We’ve seen 

salvation and redemption – redemption through the Red Sea –  and then a whole song about 

redemption and salvation from Pharaoh’s hands.  We don’t just fold it up and say, “Wow … Wasn’t 

that a great story?  Salvation and redemption, and they live happily ever after.  Praise God!  Let’s go 

on our way.”  There are 25 more chapters still ahead of us in Exodus.  We don’t just need to see the 

God who makes Himself known; now we have to know what it means to follow Him.  It’s not like 

God to deliver us, and that’s the end of the story—or the rest of the story is non-stop celebration for 

that deliverance, as if there was no other story to be written except the story that has already been 

told.  No, there are stories yet to be told.  There are things that God has yet to teach His people.  We 

need to understand this. 

 

If God has saved you, that doesn’t mean that He is done with you.  He wants to shape, 

change, teach, help, and refine you, and show you what it means to have Him as Savior and Lord.  

This morning, I want to share with you two lessons about how things work in the Christian life.  

These are two realities you can count on in the Christian life. 

 

First: Marah is Part of the Journey 

As we travel this journey of faith, we will encounter hardships.  In Exodus 15:22-23 Israel 

finds herself in a real difficulty.  For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water.  

They came to this oasis with a well, but they could not drink its water because it was bitter.  The 

Israelites named the place “Marah”, which means “bitterness.”  This was a real danger.  They 
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could’ve perished in Sinai.  It is not fair to under emphasize that or ignore it.  Put yourself in their 

shoes.  Imagine yourself as a mother and here you are in the heat of the wilderness, and you've 

found no water for your babies for three days and whatever supplies you had are now exhausted and 

you fear the grief of watching your children dehydrate and die in the hot desert before your very 

eyes.  The trial that Israel is facing is real. 

 

Yet, when life takes a hard turn, this kind of ‘bump’ reveals what is really in your heart.  

The Israelites grumbled and complained against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”  As they 

continued through the wilderness, they become suspicious of Moses and of God.  They start 

doubting that God’s hand is on their leader because of the trials he has brought them.  Israel's 

response is really a faithless, rebellious, response.  

 

Difficulties are part of the journey.  Deuteronomy 8:2 reminds us, “Remember how the 

LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in 

order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.”  So, we must 

be ready for these tests ourselves.  

 

Second: God's Response to the People's Failure 

What really amazes me here is God’s response to our failures.  There is the faithlessness of 

Israel, yet, we see the refreshing, surprising response of God’s grace.  When the Israelites came to 

Marah, they did what you and I would do: they grumbled against their leader Moses.  Moses in turn 

cried out to Yahweh.  Yahweh showed Moses a piece of wood which Moses promptly threw into 

the water.  Immediately the water was made sweet and the Israelites were able to drink it.  How did 

the bitter water become sweet?  The tree.  The bitter waters of Marah were sweetened with a piece 

of wood.  The bitterness of life is sweetened only with the cross of Christ. 

 

Moses then led the Israelites to a place called Elim which had twelve springs and seventy 

palm trees.  
“
Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and 

they camped there near the water” Exodus 15:27.  God’s kind providential provision is also made 

clear in verse 27, isn’t it?  The numbers twelve and seventy are typically symbolic in that they very 

often point to fullness in Hebrew literature.  There is a spring for every tribe and there's a tree for 

every elder in Israel.  It seems to suggest the fullness of God’s provision for all of His people.  What 

a great reminder in our own wilderness and God’s sustaining grace! 

 

This story is about the journey from Marah to Elim, from bitter water to twelve springs and 

seventy palm trees.  It is another great revelation of the power and trustworthiness of Yahweh.  The 

message for us is clear: Whatever the bitter obstacles that we encounter in life's journey, we can 

always count on God to transform them, to use/redeem them for good, as God leads us to Elim. 

When we cry our Marahs out to God, God miraculously is able to “sweeten” them, that is, to make 

them drinkable, to turn them into a resource for the next leg of the journey.  God is big enough to 

deal with, redeem, and even transform whatever Marahs in our lives.  What God gives is always 

better than what the world offers us.  In john 4:13-14 Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks of this water 

will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 

water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  “Whoever 

has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches” Revelation 2:29.  Amen! 

 


