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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Meet Me in Galilee?” 

Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 “Then Jesus said to them,” says Matthew 28:10, “Do not be afraid.  Go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  Have you ever asked yourself why Galilee?  

Of all the places Jesus could have gone ~ why Galilee?  I mean, He is the Risen Christ after all. 

 He could go anywhere He wanted.  According to the gospel of John, when the resurrected Jesus 

met with the disciples in the upper room, the doors were closed and He just appeared.  If he had 

such control over His body that He could simply appear through closed doors, don’t you think 

Jesus could go anywhere?   Why Galilee?     

  

You would think Jesus would have wanted to head straight back to Jerusalem and show 

those folk over there a thing or two.  Can’t you just see it?  Jesus walks straight to the home of 

the high priest, knocks on the front door and says, “Hello, Caiaphas, want to try again?”  Don’t 

you think Jesus might want to have another meeting with Pilate?  “Hey Gov, now do you want to 

discuss the subject of truth?”  That’s what Jesus could have done.  That’s what we would have 

done, isn’t it?  Our script would have been completely different.  

  

Why, of all the places Jesus could have gone, He chooses Galilee.  Well, for one thing, 

that’s where He was from.  Jesus wants to go back to Galilee.  Why Galilee?  Three ways to 

understand the command of Jesus to His disciples to meet Him in Galilee: 

  

First: God Shows up to those with Meek and Broken Spirit 

God shows up in places that sometimes never cross our minds.  Galilee was not as rich as 

Jerusalem.  The people of Galilee were not as educated as the people of Jerusalem.  They lived a 

much simpler life style.  We also know, from the story of Jesus’ trial and Simon Peter’s betrayal, 

that folk from Galilee had a different dialect than those in the big city of Jerusalem.  Those 

standing in the courtyard went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent 

gives you away” Matthew 26:73. So, Simon Peter in Jerusalem is kind of like somebody from 

around here trying to maneuver linguistically New York.  Sometimes it can be quite an 

adventure.  The good news of the risen Lord comes in abundance to the broken heart.  The good 

news of the risen Lord comes in abundance to the humble and lowly in spirit, to those in Galilee. 

 

Isaiah 57:15 says, “For this is what the high and exalted One says-- he who lives forever, 

whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and 

lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”  “The Lord 

is close to the brokenhearted, says Psalm 34:18, “and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Meet 

me in Galilee. 
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Second: The Resurrected Lord Shows up to those Accept and Welcome Him 

God honors those who accept and welcome His message.  For the most part, Jesus was 

accepted, welcomed, and embraced in Galilee more than anywhere else.  Except for a very few 

incidents, the people of Galilee loved rabbi Jesus of Nazareth.  They followed Him.  They 

listened to His teaching.  They saw the love of Jesus transforming their lives and giving them 

new hope.  In Jerusalem, however, Jesus faced too much opposition and rejection from both 

religious and political leaders. 

  

In Galilee, He spoke their language, shared their country twang, knew their customs, and 

was comfortable.  At least, if Jesus could be comfortable anywhere, He could be comfortable in 

Galilee.  The risen Lord is present and manifested to those who welcome Him, listen and obey 

His words.  The Good news comes first to those who make a room for it and Galilee did. 

 

Third: It All Started in Galilee 

The gospel of Mark tells us that the beginning of Jesus story took place in Galilee.  Mark 

says in chapter 1, “Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.”  And then, the end 

of the Jesus story was also in Galilee.  “Then Jesus said to them,” says Matthew 28:10, “Do not 

be afraid.  Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  What does that 

mean? 

 

I think what the Scripture says here is really important.  Now that you’ve read the story, 

go back and read it again... this time, do so with resurrection eyes, with resurrection in mind.  

When you visit those places where Jesus fed the multitudes, healed the leper, brought the dead 

back to life, see it all, sense it all, feel it all through resurrection eyes.  Jesus wanted the disciples 

to have a deeper understanding of what it means to be kingdom people.  Galilee brings a sense of 

recognition and understanding.  Jesus will be waiting for them there, and in His presence Galilee 

will bring understanding.  Galilee will offer new life.  

    

The only way Jesus’ story can be told is to go back and do it all again... with, as I just 

said, resurrection eyes.  So that is where we are, you and I, on this Easter morning.  With Jesus, 

we’re back in Galilee where it all started.  So I would ask you to consider this.  Pretend as if this 

were the very first day of your journey with Christ.  You’ve just affirmed Him as Lord and 

Savior, your feet are in the blocks, and the starter’s gun is about to go off.  You’re ready to run 

the race of faith and follow after your Risen Lord.  Now, what are you going to do?  How will 

you believe in the good news that fills your heart?  It is an invitation to see everything and 

everybody through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 

If you do that – even if you will try to do that – you will find yourself in Galilee.  Galilee 

is a good place to be.  Why?  Because Jesus is there.  The Risen Christ meets us there and shows 

us how to see with resurrection eyes.  So let’s go to Galilee.  Let’s go back to the roots of our 

faith.  Let’s re-read the story of Jesus ~ this time through resurrection eyes.  Let’s go together, 

shall we?  Happy Easter! 


