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“Why Do You Look for the Living Among the Dead?” 

Luke 24:1-12 

 

The scenes and images of Christ’s crucifixion on Golgotha that awful Friday were still vivid 

in the disciples’ minds.  It was unforgettable Friday.  The Sabbath approached, so it was too late 

that Friday to anoint the body of Jesus with spices and ointments according to the Jewish customs.  

So on the first day of the week, after the Sabbath ended, very early in the morning, the women took 

the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 

 

It was not hard to find the tomb of Jesus.  After Jesus died that Friday, Joseph of Arimathea, 

a council member and a hidden disciple of Jesus, received permission to bury Christ’s body in his 

own tomb.  The women who had attended Jesus in Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and 

how Jesus’ body was laid in it.  They then rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 

 

Now it was Sunday morning and the women made their way to the tomb.  Luke tells us it 

was very early in the morning.  It was cold, and it was dark that Easter morning.  But out of love 

and respect for the crucified Lord, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the 

tomb to anoint Christ’s body in the grave.  They went fully expecting to find Jesus dead and buried 

in the tomb.  Instead, we read in Luke 24:2-3, “They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 

when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.”  While they were wondering about 

this, two angels appeared to them and told them Jesus is not here, He has risen.  Then the angels 

asked them a great question in Luke 24:5, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” 

 

It is a question that reorients and redirects everything.  The question can produce a 

revolution in the way we view today and tomorrow.  It reorients and redirects us in at least two 

helpful ways. 

 

First: The Question Redirects Us from Death to Life, from the Cross to the Resurrection 

Clearly the women visited the tomb to see a dead man.  We don’t stop by a graveside to 

entertain living people.  These women had seen Jesus die and be buried.  Their minds were on 

death, on the cross.  But the death of Jesus means the death of death itself.  It’s clear from the 

angel’s question that they won’t find Jesus among the dead.  “He is not here; He is risen!”  He is not 

dead; He is alive!  Now life’s terminal is no longer death but life–everlasting, resurrection life. 

 

All life lived apart from the Risen Lord is really a slow death.  This question—if we listen 

and receive it right—reorients us from death to life.  It calls us to seek the living Savior and the 

victories life He gives.  This question—“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”—

reminds us that Jesus rose from the grave.  When we embrace the meaning and importance of this 

question, we find ourselves reoriented… no longer bound by or attached to the ways of this world, 

but live with eternal perspectives.  Some people live with death in view, while others with the 

resurrection in view.  That redirection enables us to live lives of radical sacrifice, love, and hope.  

The question redirects us from death to life; may be this is what we need to hear today. 
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Second: The Question Redirects Us from Current Events to God’s Providence 

Needless to say, these women were shaken by recent events.  All the disciples were shaken 

by the happenings of the last three days.  The current events had the disciples locked in the past and 

unaware of the future.  They see the actions of humans, but they were in danger of missing the 

actions of God.  We can be like that, too.  All we see is what has happened lately.  Sometimes all 

we see is what is happening to us and miss the hands of a gracious Lord that will carry us through. 

 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”   It is a question that reorients us from 

current events to God’s providence.  When the angels explain what they mean by the question, 

there’s one little word that tips us off to the importance of recognizing God’s sovereign providence.  

Do you see that word “must” in verse 7?  “The Son of Man MUST be delivered into the hands of 

sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.”  All the verbs are passive.  These are 

things humans are doing to Jesus, not things Jesus does to Himself.  But that word “must” tells us 

someone else is acting in, through, behind and above sinful humans.  Providence is at work.  The 

invisible hand of God is bringing about things that must happen according to His plan.  The 

resurrection above all other events reminds us to look for God’s providence in history.  To see this 

most clearly, consider Acts 2:22-24, the first recorded Christian sermon preached by the Peter.   

 

The angels’ question and explanation are designed to help the disciples see the invisible 

hand of God moving in, through and beyond mere current events.  The question frees them and 

frees us from being stuck in the sorrowfully recounting of current events.  Some of us here today are 

stuck in their current events.  The question frees them and frees us to look to God’s greater plan and 

purpose. 

 

Providence teaches us that history is not a blind, aimless march into nothingness and 

meaninglessness.  History is the recorded orchestration of God’s work in redeeming humans 

through the cross and resurrection of our Lord.  There really is a man behind the curtain.  Do pay 

attention to Him!  He is God and He wants us to observe His sovereign providence and plan.  

Looking to His providence reminds us that current events and history are going somewhere.  God is 

up to something good!  The greatest proof of that is Jesus is alive not dead! 

 

Let me ask you this Easter day, are you looking to engage with the living God?  Or perhaps 

you prefer your god dead rather than living.  A dead god never makes demands on your life.  A 

dead god never challenges you.  He never gets in the way of what you want to do.  A dead god 

doesn’t ask you for time, or money, or commitment to be active in His Kingdom.  A dead god won't 

interfere with your relationships or your work.  He doesn’t judge what you say or how you say it. 

 

But, equally, a dead god can never heal your heart.  A dead god can never give you freedom.  

A dead god can’t lift your spirit, or fill you with joy.  He can’t hear your prayers or speak to your 

soul.  

 

My friends, I proclaim to you this morning a Living Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ!  Our God 

is alive!  And He wants to know you.  He wants to turn your sorrow into joy.  He wants you to 

wrestle with Him, to weep with Him, to rejoice with Him.  He wants to fight with you against sin in 

your life.  He wants to heal you.  He wants to give you hope and a future.  He wants to turn your 

death to life.  He wants to reorient and redirect you.  He wants you to treasure Him, every minute of 

every day.  The challenge of Easter is this: will you look for the Living God? Is your God alive? 

Will you engage with the living Lord Jesus, the one who rose from the dead?  Happy Easter! 


