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“Christ our Companion!” 

Psalm 16; Luke 24:13-35 

 

The story of the two disciples of Emmaus is an amazing one.  In chapter 24:13, Luke tells 

us, “Now on that same day,” ~ that was the first Resurrection Day, the first Easter Sunday ~ “two 

of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking 

with each other about all these things that had happened.”  So, the story took place on the 

afternoon of that first Easter Sunday, two disciples, Cleopas and an unnamed disciple, are 

walking about seven miles from Jerusalem to Emmaus, talking about Jesus’ trial and death and 

the rumors about His resurrection, trying to process everything that had happened over the 

course of the preceding few days.   

 

Luke is very thorough in offering the account of these two disciples, and there is much 

that can be said here.  Honestly, we can spend a few Sundays looking at this story.  Yet, for the 

sake of our time today, I want to underscore a few points that speak to us as we travel this 

journey we call life.   

 

First: A Lack of Spiritual Dimension 

The two disciples of Emmaus’ viewpoint lacked a spiritual dimension, leaving them with 

a human understanding of the events.  Notice how Cleopas characterized the death of Jesus.  

Here is what the Scripture says in Luke 24:17-20 as the stranger, or Jesus, approached them, 

“And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”  They 

stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 

the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?”  He asked them, “What things?”  They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,
 
who 

was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests 

and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.”  As you can see, one 

of their major issues here was the lack of any divine involvement; a lack of spiritual dimension.  

 

These two followers of Jesus knew the contents of Scripture, but they failed to see God’s 

sovereign plan.  Jesus; question, “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to 

enter into His glory?” pointed to God’s sovereign plan and His ultimate purpose.  To help these 

two disciples see their circumstances from God’s perspective, Jesus reviewed the entire history 

of Israel from the time of the Exodus to His own resurrection, highlighting God’s plan for the 

Messiah as Luke 24:27 states.  Friends, it is so important to cultivate that spiritual dimension as 

we look at the events of our lives. 

 

Second: A Disbelief of the Resurrection 

It is sad to see these two followers of Jesus doubting Christ’s resurrection.  They failed to 

acknowledge the resurrection.  If these two followers believed that Jesus had risen from the dead, 
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two things would have been true.  First, they would have been walking toward Jerusalem to see 

the risen Lord, not away.  Second, they would have seen the trials, crucifixion, and burial of 

Jesus as the fulfillment of all He promised, not as the end of their hopes. 

 

Look at what Luke says in Luke 24:21-24, 
“
But we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel.  Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.  

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.  They were at the tomb early this 

morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 

indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went 

to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”  Even with all 

these evidences and affirmations at hand, they still did not buy into the whole resurrection thing. 

 

Third: Christ our Companion 

Yet, in our lack of spiritual dimension … in our doubts and disbelief, the Lord never 

abandons us.  I like what Luke says in Luke 24:15-16, “While there were talking and discussing, 

Jesus Himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.”  

Like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, we do not travel alone.  God is with us.  Are we 

willing to see Him? 

 

The disciples had been staring into the face of the risen Jesus, yet they couldn’t recognize 

Him.  It was until they had been given a divine perspective, that they saw Jesus and recognized 

Him.  Just open your eyes and see Him walking alongside you.    

 

As Luke tells the story of the two discouraged disciples on the road to Emmaus, we 

cannot help but identify with their pain.  We, too, are pilgrims on a journey through life.  We, 

too, despair of life’s circumstances from time to time.  We, too, lose heart when our expectations 

come to a tragic end.  But remember, every trial is an opportunity to discover what God wants us 

to see.  

 

As in the case of the two followers on the road to Emmaus, we must allow God to open 

our eyes.  Invite God in.  Seek God’s perspective.  And never forget, like the two on the road to 

Emmaus, you do not travel alone.  God is with you.  Proverbs 18:24 reminds us, “There is a 

friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  And over all, let your new resurrected hope carry you 

back to Jerusalem to bear the good news to others (24:33-35).  Amen. 

 

 


