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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

“On Being Missional!” 

Genesis 12:1-9; Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

God is a Sending God 

Sending is at the heart of the Christian faith.  In fact, more than anything else, our God is 

a sending God.  The Bible may rightly be seen as a story of God sending.  Early in the Genesis, 

God sends out God’s breath to order creation.  God sends Abraham and his descendants to be a 

blessing to the nations.  God sends Moses to rescue God’s people.  God sends Israel to the 

Promised Land.  God sends God’s word through Prophets to call His people to repentance.  God 

sends God’s Son, the exact representation of God’s being, as Hebrews 1:3 states, to save the 

world.  Jesus also did a lot of sending.  He sent disciples, apostles ~ literally means “sent ones.”  

He sent the 12 and the 72.  God sends God’s Spirit to comfort, counsel, and guide the followers 

of Jesus today.  God sends God’s Church to bear witness of His love to the ends of the earth. 

 

Because I care about both the quality of our Spiritual life and the future of this 

congregation, I wanted to spend some time thinking about what it means to be missional.  Last 

Sunday we looked at the classic text at the end of John’s gospel, in John 20:21, “As the Father 

has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  Christians today have two options: either we get 

locked in or sent out.  Often times Scriptures reminds us that those whom Jesus calls, He also 

sends.  One thing we need to assess is our level of “sent-ness.”  As individuals, as church 

leaders, and as a community of faith.  God’s mission is not easily accomplished in a Lazy-Boy 

recliner.   

 

Christians are Sent 

Friends, make no mistake about it, Christians are sent.  Jesus prays to His Father in 

John 17:18 “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.”  In 

identifying with Jesus, we are not only “not of this world,” but also  sent right back into it on 

redemptive mission.  This is how Jesus’ ministry continues today – through us. 

 

The Savior who cried “It is finished!” from the cross has purchased our salvation and 

accomplished the Father’s will. His atoning work on our behalf is complete, but His mission to 

gather people from every tribe, tongue, and nation is going forward. 

 

At the beginning of the book of Acts, Luke writes: “In my former book, Theophilus, I 

wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach.”  The “former book” to which Luke refers is 

his Gospel, in which he recorded all that Jesus did during his earthly incarnation.  Luke says that 

these things were only what Jesus began to do and teach, however.  The book of Acts recounts 

what Jesus continues to do and teach—no longer through His incarnated body, but through His 

Spirit in the church. 
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Such a sending should be awe-inspiring, whether our particular sending includes a 

change in geography and culture, or simply a fresh realization and missional orientation on 

our lives and labors among our native people.  But what are we “sent ones” sent for?  What is 

this sending about anyways?  

 

Why are we Sent? 

We are sent as representatives of the one born in Bethlehem and crucified at Calvary.  

We are sent to announce with all we are — with mouth and mind, with heart and hands — 

that the Father sent the Son.  We are sent to say and show that Jesus was sent into the world 

to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).  What we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus and the good 

news about Him (2 Corinthians 4:5).  We are not the message, but mere messengers. 

 

Being missional means being intentional in our community.  The Church has the 

incredible opportunity to join in this mission as agents of God’s restoration and hope.  We have 

to have eyes to see the world of opportunities around us that Jesus was able to see.  We see it 

clearly when he sent out the 72 in Luke 10, “He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field.  Go!  I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.”  You don’t have to cross a sea or 

ocean to be a missionary.  Just be alert. 

 

What Makes us Go? 
I have always wondered what makes us go?  What makes us missional?  What makes the 

church today incarnational?  I think the words of Jesus in Luke 10 are amazing, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 

into his harvest field.”  So, what does that mean to us today?  Where do we go from here?   

 

Here are a few suggestions based on Luke 10: (1) Let’s have a vision for the harvest.  The 

Lord never ceased to prove His words to be true.  If He says, “the harvest is plentiful,” this 

means the harvest is plentiful.  We need to have faith that Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

God’s words will never pass away.  (2) Identify potential fields around you.  In john 4:35, Jesus 

said, “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.”  (3) Then we 

need to pray.  We need to come on our knees.  “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 

out workers into his harvest field.”  Our faith practices and prayer life need to be deepened.  

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  Amen. 

 


