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Sermon Notes (Sunday ~ May 6, 2018) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

“Messengers Wanted!” 

Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11 

 

It never ceases to amaze me how an ordinary day can turn into an extraordinary one – in 

just a matter of seconds.  It never ceases to amaze me how a regular and normal day can become 

a turning point.  In today’s Scripture lessons we see two examples of this great reality.  This 

morning we will be looking at two Bible characters, Isaiah and Simon Peter, two characters that 

have so much in common.  They both encountered God unexpectedly; both felt unworthy; and 

both were commissioned to be God’s messenger.   

 

Whom Shall I Send? And who will go for us? 

Isaiah is minding his own business – doing what he has always done in the temple and 

then – all of a sudden – he is awakened to a different reality.  Isaiah was a young preacher who 

lived in the southern kingdom of Judah in the 8
th

 century BC.  His remarkable statement in Isaiah 

6:1,“In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord,” is more than a chronological date on the 

ancient calendar; it is a designation of political and spiritual circumstances in Isaiah’s homeland 

at the time.  Uzziah was one of the great kings of Judah.  He reigned 52 years; longer than any 

other king of the southern kingdom.   

 

King Uzziah’s time was a time of prosperity.  A great administrator, Uzziah conquered 

the Philistines toward the Mediterranean, the Ammorites to the South, and the Edomites in the 

Arabian desert.  He improved the walls of Jerusalem.  He built a port city on the gulf of Akabah 

and a number of storage cities in the southern deserts.  He championed agriculture and increased 

the nation’s water supply by digging wells and developing aqueducts.  He built the Israeli army 

to an elite force of 307,000 fighting men.  He died in 740 BC.   

 

The news spread from town to town and from house to house: the king was dead. “What 

will become of us now?” the people wondered.  A tsunami of grief surged through the southern 

kingdom.  The flag flew at half-mast.  The nation was on the brink of a nervous breakdown. But 

lets look again at Isaiah’s words.  “In the year that King Uzziah died . . . . I saw the Lord.” 

Isaiah’s gaze was diverted from an empty throne to an occupied throne.  His focus had been on 

an earthly king; he failed to see the King.   

 

From this vision, Isaiah is cleansed, consecrated, called, and finally commissioned to be 

the Lord’s messenger.
 
 Isaiah 6:8 states, “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send? And who will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I.  Send me!”  God will not send us 

until we see Him all in all.  We will not be sent out until our full trust is placed in the right place 

– in the Lord God Almighty not King Uzziah.  This is an ordinary day that turned into an 

extraordinary one – in just a matter of seconds. 
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From now on You will be Catching People 

Take another encounter, the Peter-Jesus encounter in Luke chapter 5.  Peter has had one 

of those days when nothing seems to be going right.  He has worked and toiled all night and has 

nothing to show for it.  Maybe there are some of us here today who can relate.  Peter is tired, he 

is drained and he has given up.  No fish for dinner this day. 

 

And then it happens – the teacher Jesus – who, by the way, knows very little about the art 

of fishing, invites Peter to put out into the deep once again and to let down the nets.  Simon Peter 

quickly dissents saying, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.”  But 

maybe not wanting to be unkind to the man who had previously healed his mother-in-law, Simon 

hears himself saying, “Yet if you say so”, I will let down the nets. 

 

And the Master has said so... so we see Peter dragging himself back into the deep waters, 

letting down the nets again expecting nothing, but this time an ordinary day gets turned into an 

extraordinary encounter.  The fish are so many that the nets begin to break and the boats are so 

filled with fish that they begin to sink. 

 

Simon Peter recognized it right away.  Overwhelmed by the Holy One, Peter immediately 

drops to his knees and cries out for mercy, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  Like 

Isaiah, in the presence of a Holy God we are faced with our own human sinfulness and our own 

human limitation as we are overwhelmed with God’s presence and holiness, God’s purity and 

God’s goodness.  And like Isaiah, Simon Peter is cleansed and commissioned to catch people.  In 

Luke 5:10-11 we read, “Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching people.”  When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him.” 

 

May we encounter today God’s presence and voice afresh and anew.  God is always 

speaking but only sometimes do we hear.  When God speaks we need to listen.  When He speaks 

He puts things into perspective for us – like our work and study and the role we play in this 

community.  We will never be the same.  From this perspective our work is never just simply 

work; our study is never just simply study; our hopes are not simply our hopes; and our 

community is not simply just any community, but we are all in this boat together as people who 

have been called and invited to follow Christ in this place and time. 

 

May what you and I need to do today is what Isaiah and Peter did – fall to our knees and 

cry out “Kadōsh, Kadōsh, Kadōsh — “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty.  The whole earth 

is full of your glory.”  I believe these occasions are grace-full moments. 

 

The one thing I would ask us as a congregation to remember this Communion Sunday is 

to remember that we are not here by accident; we are here by grace and by invitation; and we've 

been sent here with a purpose – to participate in Christ's mission.  This is not the place we have 

come to, to put our lives on hold.  In this place God knows where to find us.  There is no place to 

hide.  And as I said, God is always interrupting our day – the God encounters are many – my 

hope is that we don’t take these moments for granted – or, worse yet, that we dismiss them as 

mere interruptions to our day offering up our excuses for not responding to the call.  God has 

broken into our lives and spoken: “Whom shall I send and who shall go for us.” Amen. 


