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“Living Letters!” 

Exodus 19:1-6; 2 Corinthians 3:1-3 

 

Throughout the Bible, we find that we as Christians have been compared to many things. 

We have been compared to branches.  “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and 

I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” John 15:5.  We have been 

compared to salt.  “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot” 

Matthew 5:13.  We have been compared to lights.
  
 “You are the light of the world.  A town built on 

a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it 

on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” Matthew 5:14-16. 

 

Here in 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 we are compared to epistles.  An epistle is a letter.  A letter like 

the ones we get in the mail.  You and I are epistles, or letters written with the Spirit of the living 

God.  Letters carry messages.  There are many kinds of letters.  There are friendly remind letters.  

There are thank you letters.  There are letters of congratulations.  There are letters of sympathy.  

There are love letters (or at least there used to be before the age of texting and other modern 

technology).  Christians are meant to be “living letters” of Jesus Christ, bearing a message of good 

news of great joy unto a dying world.  

 

You and I know, if it is at all possible, the United States Post Office sees to it that the mail is 

delivered.  Rain does not stop the mail carrier.  Snow and ice does not stop the mail carrier.  Storm, 

floods and blizzards may slow them down, but the mail will eventually be delivered.  You and I 

ought to be determined to deliver the message that Christ is the savior of the world.  He is Lord over 

all.  He is our hope, our friend, and our sure foundation. 

 

In our text, we find that there were attitudes in the Corinthian church which were hindering 

the delivery of the message of God.  Just like we have attitudes today, not only in the world, but 

attitudes inside the church that are hindering the delivery of the message of God; attitudes of 

selfishness; attitudes of non-commitment; attitudes of negligence; attitudes of pride.  Throughout 

the pages of the two letters to the Church in Corinth, Paul told the Corinthian church that their 

attitudes are keeping them from showing progress in the Christian faith.  They have real issues in 

delivering the message. 

 

We are living in a time when we can talk about anything but our faith in Jesus.  We can talk 

about the weather, about sports, about what is happening in our world, and many other things that 

are not important at all.  But nobody wants to talk about a Savior who gives a purpose and meaning. 

 

In 2 Corinthians 3:3, the apostle Paul makes this amazing statement: “You are a letter of 

Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 

stone but on tablets of human hearts.”  In the previous chapter, in 2 Corinthians 2:15, the Scripture 
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says, “For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those 

who are perishing.” 

 

Have you ever thought of yourself as a letter?  Have you ever thought of yourself as a living 

communication.  Someone said that the only Bible that some folk will see is you.  The only way that 

some folk will ever hear about someone who is able to save anybody is that you tell them.  The only 

way that some folk will ever know a savior that is able to pick them up and turn them around is that 

you and I introduce them to Him.  Just for a moment I want to look at a couple characteristics of a 

letter. 

 

First: A Letter is Written to Convey a Message 

Think with me for a moment.  What is our message?  God reconciled us to himself and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation.  2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul says, “We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 

behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

 

God has designed every believer to be a deliverer of the good news.  It is the news that God 

so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believe in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.  We were designed to convey the mind of Christ to people.  The 

message you and I carry is an urgent message.  We are to tell those around us that the wages of sin 

is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.  We are to tell everyone that there is a reality in following 

and serving a true and living God.  Let this mind be in you that is also in Christ Jesus.  Many may 

refuse to listen to the gospel but they cannot ignore the testimony of a consecrated Christian life.  A 

letter is written to convey a message and a letter is written to be read. 

 

Second: Beware of the Junk Mail  

Let’s beware least we ourselves become junk mail.  As Christians our message becomes 

junk when we live contradictory lives.  Too many times, folk cannot hear what we are saying 

because they are looking at what we are doing.  Actions speak louder than words.  If we live one 

way at church and another way at home, people around us won’t be able to read our message.  If we 

can sing and shout on Sunday but on Monday and Tuesday you cuss like a sailor, people won’t be 

able to get the message.  If we live one way around our church family and another way around our 

friends, we are not serving the Kingdom cause.  When our lives are inconsistent, we send mix 

messages to an already confused world.  

 

Friends, every Christian is an advertisement for the Kingdom of God.  Our Old Testament 

Lesson this morning reminds us in Exodus 19:6 that, “you
 
will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation.”  God has designed us to be living letters to a dying world.  Today as we celebrate 

Mother’s Day, we acknowledge the truth that a lot of us are here today because some great moms, 

grandmas, and mom-figures were living letters to us.  We are to be messages of hope to those in 

hopeless situations.  Let’s go and tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. During the 

great age of the early Church’s expansion which followed the death of Paul we do not hear of the 

name of a single outstanding missionary.  The real work was done by countless obscure men and 

women who made it their first duty to spread the message in their own circle of friends and 

neighbors.  Along with the obligation to follow the gospel in one’s own life, true Christians have 

always dwelt on this other obligation to make it known.  Are you a living letter?  “Whoever has 

ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches” Revelation 2:29.  Amen! 

 


