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Sermon Notes (Sunday ~ June 24, 2018) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Yahweh … I Am Who I Am!” #1 

Exodus 3:1-15; 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

 

This morning we continue our Summer Sermon Series looking at some of the most 

common names of God found in the Scriptures.  In these messages that, Lord willing, I am 

planning to bring through the end of this summer my ultimate goal is to spread a passion for the 

supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ.  In other words, I 

want to make so much of God the Father, and God the Son, through God the Spirit, that you 

would be drawn to join me in glad adoration of our Triune God.  Under that overarching goal of 

this Summer Series I have another goal.  I want to awaken and strengthen a strong conviction in 

all of us that are part of this congregation of how awesome our God is and how worthy He is of 

our time, service, commitment, and life.  

 

When we learn who our God is, this knowledge will stir us up to trust God with all our 

heart.  It seems to me that this could be one way through which God strengthens our confidence 

in Him for the future.  In Psalm 90:10 we read, “Those who know your name put their trust in 

you.”  This is why we are together unfolding a different name of God each week. 

 

Today we will be looking at God’s name -- “Yahweh”.  The most important text in all 

the Bible for understanding the meaning of the name “Yahweh” is Exodus 3:12-15.  God has 

just commanded Moses to go to Egypt and to bring his people Israel out of captivity.  Moses 

feels God is rushing him for a mission that he is not ready for yet.  He wants to take his time.  So, 

he asked God something like, “God … tell me more about yourself?”  Moses says to God,  

 

 “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent 

me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said 

to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM 

has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The 

Lord [that is, Yahweh!], the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus  I 

am to be remembered throughout all generations.” 

 

The Most Important Name for God in the Old Testament 

“Yahweh” is the most common and the most important name for God in the Old 

Testament.  In our English versions the name never even gets translated.  Whenever you see 

the word LORD in all capital letters, you know that this name is behind it.  In Hebrew the 

name had four letters — YHWH — and may have been pronounced something like Yahweh. 

The Jews came to regard this word with such reverence that they would never take it upon 

their lips, lest they inadvertently take the name in vain.  So whenever they came to this name 

in their reading, they pronounced the word adonai which means my lord.  The English 
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versions have basically followed the same pattern.  They translate the proper name Yahweh 

with the word LORD in all caps. 

 

This approach is not a very satisfactory thing to do, because the English word LORD 

does not communicate to our ears a proper name like John or Michael or Samuel.  But 

Yahweh is God’s proper name in Hebrew.  The importance of it can be seen in the sheer 

frequency of its use.  It occurs 6,828 times in the Old Testament.  That’s more than three 

times as often as the simple word for “God” (Elohim — 2,600; El — 238). What this fact 

shows is that God aims to be known not as a generic deity, but as a specific person with a 

name that carries his unique character and mission. 

 

The Meaning of Yahweh from Exodus 3 

The name Yahweh and the name I AM are built out of the same Hebrew word (hayah) 

– which means “to be.”  In fact, Yahweh seems to be used here interchangeably with I AM.  

“I AM has sent me to you” (verse 14). “Yahweh . . . has sent me to you” (verse 15).  What 

does it mean when you ask your God, Who are you? and he answers, I Am Who I Am?  This is 

a great name.  The more you ponder it, the more awesome it becomes.  I know I can’t do this 

name justice. But perhaps the Holy Spirit might take my stammering attempt and open some 

vista for you.  Some implications: 

 

First: God Exists 

Contained in the name Yahweh is the first and most important truth about God: He 

exists.  In Revelation 1:8 we read, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, 

and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”  At first this may seem so obvious and so 

basic that we wouldn’t need to mention it.  Well, it is obvious and it is basic, but the reason 

we should mention it is that most people live as if it were not true, or as if it were a truth that 

makes no difference in life.  

 

American theologian and Presbyterian Minister Francis Schaeffer wrote a famous book in 

the 1960’s: The God Who is There.  That’s what God says. “I am who I am” means: “I am the 

God who sees and hears, who knows and remembers, who cares and loves.  I am the God who 

has a plan.”  This God is more reliable than your car, more loyal than your dog, and knows more 

than your phone.  That’s this God.  He does not leave you or forsake you.  He does not let you 

down.  If you belong to Christ, here’s the good news: the “I am” is for you.  

 

May be you and I today need to realize anew that God exists.  Yahweh is with us.  If God 

is for us, who can be against us?” says Romans 8:31.  Next Sunday I will unfold more 

implications that I see in this divine name ~ Yahweh – I am who I am.  In the Name of the 

Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.    

 

 

 
 

 


