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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Sermon Notes (Sunday ~ July 1, 2018) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

“Yahweh … I Am Who I Am!” #II 

Exodus 6:1-12; John 8:48-59 

 

I heard about this man he was the only Protestant in a large Catholic neighborhood.  Every 

Friday during Lent while his neighbors were eating cold fish, he was in his backyard grilling a 

steak.  They couldn’t stand the temptation and decided to try to convert him to Catholicism.  He 

finally agreed.  Priest came over, sprinkled water on his head, said you were born a Baptist, you 

were raised a Baptist, but now you are a Catholic.  The next year on the first Friday of Lent, they 

smelled the same smell.  They rushed to his house, he was in his backyard sprinkling water over his 

steak saying, “you were born a cow, you were raised a cow, but now you’re a fish.”  

 

Friends, it takes more than some rituals to have the heart converted and our life changed.  

This morning we continue our Summer Sermon Series looking at some of the most common names 

of God found in the Scriptures.  As I said last week, my ultimate goal in these messages is to spread 

a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ.   In 

other words, I want to awaken and strengthen a strong conviction in all of us of how awesome our 

God is and how worthy He is of our time, service, commitment, and life. 

 

When we learn who our God is, this knowledge will stir us up to trust God with all our heart.  

In Psalm 90:10 we read, “Those who know your name put their trust in you.”  This is why we are 

together unfolding a different name of God each week.  Last week, we started looking at the 

most important name of God in the whole Scriptures ~ “Yahweh”.    

 

“Yahweh” is the most common and the most important name for God in the Old 

Testament.  It occurs 6,828 times in the Old Testament.  The most important text in all the Bible 

for understanding the meaning of the name “Yahweh” is Exodus 3:12-15.  God has just 

commanded Moses to go to Egypt and to bring his people Israel out of captivity.  Moses asked 

God: 

 

 “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to 

Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has 

sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The Lord 

[that is, Yahweh!], the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be 

remembered throughout all generations.” 

 

The name Yahweh and the name I AM are built out of the same Hebrew word (hayah) – 

which means “to be.”   Some implications: 

 

First: God Exists 

Contained in the name “Yahweh” is the first and most important truth about God: He 

exists.  American theologian and Presbyterian Minister Francis Schaeffer wrote a famous book in 



 2 

the 1960’s: The God Who is There.  That’s what God says. “I am who I am” means: “I am the God 

who sees and hears, who knows and remembers, who cares and loves.  I am the God who has a 

plan.”  This God is more reliable than your car, more loyal than your dog, and knows more than 

your phone.  That’s this God.  He does not leave you or forsake you.  He does not let you down.  If 

you belong to Christ, here’s the good news: the “I am” is for you.  

 

Second: God Does Not Change 

A second implication of the name I AM WHO I AM is that God does not change. In 

Malachi 3:6 God says, “I Yahweh do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 

consumed.”  We will not be destroyed, perished, or completely lost.  Within the name Yahweh is 

the affirmation I AM WHO I AM.  God is not determined by any forces outside Himself, 

therefore, He is not subject to the changes as we are.  People change their mind because of 

unforeseen circumstances or weak resolution.  God foresees all circumstances and has no 

weaknesses.  Nothing in all creation takes Him off guard and backs Him into a corner where He 

might have to act out of character or compromise His integrity.  He is who He is, and therefore, 

as James 1:17 says, “With Him there is no variation or shadow due to change.”  He is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever” Hebrews 13:8.  His absolute name is the granite foundation of our 

confidence in his ongoing faithfulness. 

 

Third: God Is an Inexhaustible Source of Strength 

The third implication of the name I AM WHO I AM is that God is an inexhaustible source 

of strength to His people.  Isaiah 40:28 reminds us “Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  

The Lord (Yahweh) is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow 

tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to the weary and 

increases the power of the weak.   Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and 

fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”    

 

“In Him we live and move and have our being” says the Book of Acts in Acts 17:28. He 

cannot faint or grow weary.  He is an unending river of life and the source or our strength every 

morning — and will be for all eternity. 

 

I AM WHO I AM -- that this infinite, absolute, self-determining God has drawn near to us 

in Jesus Christ. In John 8:56-58, Jesus is answering the criticism of the Jewish leaders.  He says, 

“Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; he saw it and was glad.”  The Jews 

then said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”  Jesus said to 

them, “Truly, truly! I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”   

 

Could Jesus have taken any more exalted words upon his lips?  When Jesus said, “Before 

Abraham was, I AM,” he took up all the majestic truth of the name of God, wrapped it in the 

humility of servanthood, offered himself to atone for all our rebellion, and made a way for us to 

see the glory of God without fear.  In Jesus Christ, we who are born of God have the unspeakable 

privilege of knowing Yahweh as our Father — I AM WHO I AM — the God who exists, who 

never changes, from whom all power and energy in the universe flows.  This is the name of 

God: I AM WHO I AM! And may those who know the name of God put their trust in him.  

Amen! 


