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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

“Yahweh Kedoshim – The Holy God!” 

Isaiah 6:1-8; 1 Peter 1:13-16 

 

Do you know what the first recorded song in the Bible is about?  I will give you a hint: the last 

song recorded in the Bible is about the same thing.  The first song in Scripture appears in Exodus 15; 

the last song can be found in Revelation 15.  And both have as their shared focus the holiness of God.  

After God demolished any notion that Egypt’s false gods were anything other than the projections of 

the people who worshipped them; after God delivered over 1 million Israeli slaves from the grip of 

Egypt through 10 tough plagues and a parted Red Sea, Moses led the whole nation in a song 

celebrating God’s holiness.  One verse captures the gist of the entire song: “Lord, who is like You 

among the gods?  Who is like You, glorious in holiness, revered with praises, performing wonders?” 

 

When the 90-year old Apostle John was granted by God to look into the future, he saw a 

moment when the final outpouring of the wrath of God was about to take place.  Gathered in heaven 

were those whose faith and allegiance to God in defiance of the rule of AntiChrist had cost them their 

lives.  In revelation 15:3-4, John tells us that “they sang the song of God’s servant Moses, and the song 

of the Lamb: Great and awe-inspiring are Your works, Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and true are 

Your ways, King of the Nations.  Lord, who will not fear and glorify Your name?  Because You alone 

are holy, because all the nations will come and worship before You, because Your righteous acts have 

been revealed.” 

 

In between Exodus 15 and Revelation 15, God’s holiness comes up over and over again.  Holy 

is used more often as a prefix to God’s name than any other adjective.  Two men in Scripture who 

were permitted to see into the throne room of heaven and write about it; both the Prophet Isaiah and 

the Apostle John reported hearing one continuous refrain, spoken day and night: “Holy, Holy, Holy is 

the Lord God Almighty” (Isaiah 6:3; Rev. 4:8).  This is the only thing said about God in this fashion.  

No other attribute of God is repeated three times. 

 

This morning, we continue our Summer sermon Series looking at some of the most common 

names of God found in Scriptures.  The name we will be looking at this morning is Yahweh Kedoshim 

– the Holy God.  The truth about God I am presenting to you this morning is so mysterious, so 

disquieting, and so awesome that it makes me tremble.  If you dare to come with me in these next few 

moments, you will understand why righteous Job would say to God in Job 42:5-6, “My ears had heard 

of you but now my eyes have seen you.  Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”  

What does it mean to acknowledge and believe in “Yahweh Kedoshim” or the Holy God?”  This 

morning we will unpack the meaning of Kedoshim and next week we will examine some implications.  

 

First: To Be Holy is to Be Distinct, Separate, Unique 

The basic meaning of holy in the Bible is to cut away or to separate. Presbyterian Pastor and 

theologian R. C. Sproul (1939-2017) suggests that this word conveys the same idea we express when 

we find a garment or a golf club or some piece of merchandise that is outstanding, that has superior 

excellence, and we might say that it is “a cut above the rest.”
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So when we say that God is holy, we mean He is utterly unique, incomparable, matchless, 

without parallel and without peer.  In Isaiah 40:25, God Himself issues the challenge: “Who will you 

compare Me to, or who is My equal?” asks the Holy One.” And we must answer, “There is no 

comparison.”  God is not just a super-sized version of you or me.  He is transcendently separate, in a 

class by Himself.  He is subject to nothing.  He answers to no one.  This is who our Holy God is.  

When Hannah rejoiced in God for answering her prayers for a son, she prayed in 1 Samuel 2:2, “There 

is no one holy like the Lord.  There is no one besides You!  And there is no rock like our God.” 

 

David’s confidence in God was fortified by considering His holiness: “Lord, there is no one 

like You among the gods, and there are no works like Yours.  All the nations You have made will 

come and bow down before You, Lord, and will honor Your name.  For You are great and perform 

wonders; You alone are God” (Psalm 86:8-10).  Even the name God gave to His mighty archangel 

Michael testifies to this truth.  The name Michael means, “Who is like God?”  

 

Here’s the first strand of meaning in the Bible about the holiness of God: He is not like 

anything or anyone we can come up with.  He is above us.  He is beyond us.  He is so different and so 

rare that no one in the Bible, regardless of how devout or learned, failed to crumble in fear and 

humility and repentance when they caught a glimpse of this holy God.  When God met with Habakkuk 

the prophet, in Habakkuk 3:16, he described his reaction like this: “I heard and my heart pounded, my 

lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled.”  He was shattered by 

what he saw. When we see Him as He is, it traumatizes us because we immediately see ourselves for 

who we really are, and the incongruence is overwhelming. 

 

Second: To Be Holy is to Be Absolutely Pure 

Another important strand of meaning has a distinctly moral focus.  Holiness is being set apart 

from anything impure in order to be completely given over to what God says is pure.  When you apply 

this meaning to God, His holiness points to what 1 John 1:5 says: “there is absolutely no darkness at 

all.”  Habakkuk 1:13 adds that God’s eyes “are too pure to look on evil, and [He] cannot tolerate 

wrongdoing.”  In a word, God is perfect, without sin, flawless.  

 

So blazing is God’s purity that the sinless seraphim who serve Him in heaven cover their faces 

with their wings (Isaiah 6:2).  Job 4:18 declares, “God puts no trust in His servants and He charges His 

angels with error.”  English Puritan Presbyterian Pastor Stephen Charnock (1628-1680) was right when 

he said, “As there is no darkness in His understanding, so there is no spot in His will; as His mind is 

possessed with all truth, so there is no deviation in His will from it.  He loves all truth and goodness; 

He hates all falsity and evil.”
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With the concepts of purpose and purity in God established, how does that relate to us?  The 

leap from those heights is terrible to consider.  We will look into that next time.  But as I conclude, let 

me remind you my friends.  It is a dangerous thing to forget that our God is holy.  Let the mystery of 

Who He is strike you today.  He will not fit into our neat theological formulations.  He cannot be 

defined in finite minds.   

Holy, holy, holy        Though the darkness hide Thee 

Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power, in love, and purity.  Amen! 
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 Stephen Charnock, quoted by David Hall, online at http://www.apocalypsesoon.org/xfile-35.html   
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