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Standing in the Gap 

Ezekiel 22:23-31 

23 
Again the word of the LORD came to me: 

24 
“Son of man, say to the land, ‘You 

are a land that has not been cleansed or rained on in the day of wrath.’ 
25 

There is a 

conspiracy of her princes
[b]

 within her like a roaring lion tearing its prey; they 

devour people, take treasures and precious things and make many widows within 

her. 
26 

Her priests do violence to my law and profane my holy things; they do not 

distinguish between the holy and the common; they teach that there is no 

difference between the unclean and the clean; and they shut their eyes to the 

keeping of my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. 
27 

Her officials within 

her are like wolves tearing their prey; they shed blood and kill people to make 

unjust gain. 
28 

Her prophets whitewash these deeds for them by false visions and 

lying divinations. They say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says’—when the 

LORD has not spoken. 
29 

The people of the land practice extortion and commit 

robbery; they oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the foreigner, denying them 

justice. 

30 
“I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand 

before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I 

found no one. 
31 

So I will pour out my wrath on them and consume them with my 

fiery anger, bringing down on their own heads all they have done, declares the 

Sovereign LORD 

 

Ezekiel was taken to Babylon in 597BC after the defeat of Johoichin in the 2nd 

wave of captives to Babylon. He was ministering in Babylon during the time 

Jerimiah was a prophet in Israel.  In 586BC Jerimiah’s ministry ended in the final 

destruction of Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21002b
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Standing in the Gap 

Ezekiel 22:23-31 

Ministry can take on many forms. It can be sitting in an ICU waiting room, 

holding the hand of someone whose loved one has just died. It can be as 
simple as offering a glass of cold water to someone who is thirsty, or a word 

of good cheer to someone who feels lonely. Ministry is not always the “big 

thing” that gathers a lot of attention or praise. 

Sometimes, perhaps often, the ministry that is most important is that which 

happens where no one can see, where no personal praise is received. 
Ministry begins in our hearts, and only God has a clear view of those. 

Ministry begins when we are ready to pour out our love upon a people who 
may not really think they want it. Ministry begins when we are ready to pray 

for those who think they have no need. Ministry begins when we are ready 
to take our place among the people of God and stand for what it good, and 

right, and true. Ministry begins when we are ready to stand in a spiritual 
bucket brigade, if need be, to put out spiritual fires of destruction. Ministry 

begins when we are ready to build up a levee so that the flood waters of 
judgment will not sweep against our land. Ministry is standing in the gap of 

fallen spiritual defenses. 

Ezekiel understood that. The Lord told Ezekiel that he looked in vain for 

someone to build up Judah’s fallen walls of defense. The walls he spoke of 

were not the physical walls destroyed in Jerusalem in 586 but rather 
spiritual. Ephesians 6:12 tells us” for we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, powers, against the rulers of darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”. God 

wanted someone to stand in the gap for his people, to intercede for Judah. 

The ministry of intercession is still crucial to the people of God. I believe that 

God is calling us to take up this ministry. God is calling us to intercede for 

our land. Let’s look at our text this morning and discover reasons for us to 

stand in the gap. 

I. Our land desperately needs us to stand in the gap. 

The corruption in Judah reached from the top of society to the bottom. The 

religious leaders were spiritually bankrupt. The political leaders were lost in 

corruption. 26 Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; 
they have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they 

made known the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they 

have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among 
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them. 27 Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed 

blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain.” The leaders of the land 

had turned their hearts to stone. 

What do I see when I look out at the land of my birth? I see a culture that is 

all about people doing what’s right in their own eyes, doing what feels good 

without any moral demands upon them. I see leaders who are willing to do 
whatever it takes to maintain their personal power, often at the expense of 

the people they should be serving. We see this in politics, we see it in 

education, in business and unfortunately, we sometimes see it in the church. 

I see ordinary people who have lost sight of what it means to care about 
each other because they are weighed down by the cares of this world and 

their love for God has grown cold. I see people pushing others aside to 

advance their own agenda. I see people sacrificing the children of the future 
to the god of convenience through abortion at a rate of a million a year. 
While we live in a land of prosperity and power, it is a land that I believe is 

sick—a land that has lost its spiritual roots and needs desperately to find 
God. The last time I was up here, I talked about “one nation under God”. If 

you take a look back into our nation’s history, you will find that we were 

founded on Godly principles by men that believed in divine authority. 

Unfortunately, history is being rewritten today and those sins that God called 
an Abomination in Leviticus is now thrust on us as normal and we are no 

longer that nation.  

 

Only one cure can heal the sickness of this land, this world—the good news 

of Jesus Christ, and I believe that the church of Jesus Christ must stand in 
the gap if the cure is to be applied. We need to seek the Lord, asking him to 
bring a fresh move of the Spirit upon our land. We need to seek the Lord, 

asking him to bring revival to the house of God. Otherwise, the sickness of 

sin will devastate this land, and even now is, and then it will be too late for a 
cure. 

II. God earnestly seeks for people who will stand in the gap. 

The Lord told his prophet that no one could be found to plead for his people. 
30 “So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall and stand in 

the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I 

found no one”. The prophet Jeremiah was back in Jerusalem at the time 
Ezekiel received God’s message. Yet Jeremiah had been commanded by God 

not to pray for the people. No one else cared—surely someone in Jerusalem 

remembered what God had required of his people, they just did not seem to 

care. 
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Throughout time, as we have seen throughout the Old Testament, as God 

readied himself to bring discipline to the children he loves, he has 

consistently sought for people who would stand firm for him. Early in the 
time of the patriarchs, In Genesis 18 God went to Abraham with a word of 

warning concerning Sodom and Gomorrah and Abraham came through the 
test by pleading for those cities. 32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, 

and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?”And He 

said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” 33 So the LORD went His way 

as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned 
to his place. In the time of the Exodus, God was ready to wipe out Israel, 

and told Moses, who promptly interceded for the people. Into the NT, God’s 

love prompted the Apostle Paul to make a bold declaration of his own—he 
would gladly give up his own salvation, if his people Israel would come to 

faith in Christ. 

Will God find people with hearts like that for our land, for our time? Is there 

someone among us who is not ready to give up on the body of Christ? Is 
there someone among us who will plead the case, who will stand for what is 

right? Is there someone among us who will commit themselves to earnestly 

pray for the people of this community, this county, this state, this country, 

this world? 

Will someone stand in the gap? 

III. Judgment will fall on those who refuse to stand in the gap. 

God left no doubt concerning the land of Judah—if no one cared to stand in 

the gap, they would fall to the chastening hand of God together. Judgment 
would come, their own apathy would come back to haunt them. If They did 

not care enough to stand in the gap, then no one would care for them either. 
When judgment came, they would find no one to plead their case; no one 

would be left to stand in the gap. 

We sometimes have some seriously mistaken ideas about judgment. In our 

minds, we often put judgment off until the end of time and think we have all 

the time in the world, but the judgment of God often begins in this life, on 

this plane of existence. We somehow think that we as the people of God are 
above judgment, but we are not. 

As we read in Genesis 18 and in Ezekiel 22 sometimes the time is now. 
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The truth is simple, God looks for a people who will care, who will be 

committed to intercession, who will stand in the gap. This is intersession 

that leads to redemptive action. if they cannot be found—if we cannot be 
found, then God’s judgement will follow. And I believe that the judgment 

that fell on Judah will fall upon the people of God in our day as well. If the 
church stands by while the nation “goes to hell in a basket” then the church 

will suffer also.  

But unlike the time of Ezekiel, I believe there are many more than “10 

righteous people in this country. There are thousands of people just you and 

me who sit in the pews week after week looking out the window, saying to 
themselves “the sermon was great and the music, but there must be more 

to this Christian life than this.” They are sitting there waiting to be called to 

the spiritual battlefield to stand in the spiritual gap that is in this country. 
What does it mean to “stand in the gap” it is intersession the leads to action. 

When God looks down upon us, will he find someone to stand in the gap? 

Will he find a people who care enough to get involved, to intercede for the 
fallen spiritual defenses in the land? Will he find a spiritual army ready to do 
battle?  

But you ask yourself “But what action would I take?” In 1975 Bill Bright, the 
founder of Campus Crusade and Loren Cunningham met for the first time. 
God had given them both a vision to share with the other, and it was the 

same vision. That is where the 7 mountains of culture originated. In order 

for the Church to impact the world for Christ, it would be necessary to 

influence the 7 mountains of society. What are these areas? They are arts 

and entertainment, business, education, family, government, media, and 
religion. From these areas come the direction society is influenced to go. 
This is obvious in the programs we see on television now that would never 

have been allowed in the 50’s and 60’s. what is taught in schools now, and 

I’m not talking about academics, but rather cultural, would never have been 
allowed then So maybe we can not be in full time ministry, but we can be an 

influence in the place God has called us to be. Run for office, run for the 

board of education, be an influence where you work.  

All of these 7 areas need Christians to get involved, to change society form 

the bottom up. Are we willing to stand in the gap? 

Lets pray. 

 

 


