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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Yahweh Kedoshim – The Holy God!” #2 

Leviticus 19:1-10; Titus 2:11-15 

 

I heard about this lady that died and she was at the heaven’s pearly gates.  At that gates 

she meets an angel who told her “You cannot come in yet.  You have to correctly spell a word.”  

“What word?” she said.  The angel said, “Any word.”  So she spelled the word “love.”  He said, 

“Welcome to heaven.”  Then the angel asked her if she would take his place for just a moment 

and he instructed her if anybody came up just to follow the same procedure.  A few minutes 

later, she sees her ex-husband walking up.  She couldn’t believe it.  “What are you doing here?”  

she asked.  He said, “I just had a heart attack.  Did I really make it to heaven?”  she said, “Not 

yet.  You have to spell a word correctly.”  He said, “what word?”  There was a long pause and 

then she said, “Czechoslovakia.”  Friends, often times we are not good representatives of our 

awesome God. 

 

This morning we continue our Summer Sermon Series looking at some of the most 

common names of God found in the Scriptures.  As I said a few weeks back, my ultimate goal in 

these messages is to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of God’s 

people through Jesus Christ.   In other words, I want to awaken and strengthen a strong 

conviction in all of us of how awesome our God is and how worthy God is of our time, service, 

commitment, and life. 

 

When we know who our God is, this knowledge should stir us up to trust God with all 

our heart.  In Psalm 90:10 we read, “Those who know your name put their trust in you.”  This 

is why we are together unfolding a different name of God each week.  So far, we have looked 

at El Shaddai, the ALL mighty One, Yahweh Jireh: God our Provider, Yahweh: I am who I am, 

the God who is always present, and Yahweh Kedoshim ~ the Holy God.  I want to say more this 

morning about God’s holiness and our response to the holiness of God. 

 

The Holiness of God 

Yahweh Kedoshim ~ the Holy God.  The one topic we keep seeing in Scriptures from 

Genesis to Revelation is the holiness of God.  From Genesis to Revelation, God’s holiness comes 

up over and over again.  Biblical terms translated “holy” or “holiness” (the Hebrew qadosh, and 

Greek hagios) occur more than 900 times in Scripture, and both the Old and New 

Testaments speak more about God’s holiness than any other attribute.  

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty” (Isaiah 6:3; Rev. 4:8).  But what does holy 

mean?  To be Holy is to be distinct, separate, unique.  The basic meaning of holy in the Bible is 

to cut away or to separate.  Presbyterian Pastor and theologian R. C. Sproul (1939-2017) 

suggests that this word conveys the same idea we express when we find a garment or a golf club 
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or some piece of merchandise that is outstanding, that has superior excellence, and we might say 

that it is “a cut above the rest.”
1
   

 

So when we say that God is holy, we mean He is utterly unique, incomparable, 

matchless, without parallel and without peer.  In Isaiah 40:25, God Himself issues the challenge: 

“Who will you compare Me to, or who is My equal?” asks the Holy One.”  And we must answer, 

“There is no comparison, Lord.”  God is not just a super-sized version of you or me.  He is 

transcendently separate, in a class by Himself.  He is subject to nothing.  He answers to no one.  

When Hannah rejoiced in God for answering her prayers for a son, she prayed in 1 Samuel 2:2, 

“There is no one holy like the Lord.  There is no one besides You!  And there is no rock like our 

God.” 

 

This morning I want to take this to another level.  As you may remember from a couple 

Sundays ago, in 1 Peter 1:13-16, Peter instructs and admonishes the Church to go beyond merely 

understanding, believing, and delighting in the gospel.  In fact, he commands the Church to live 

according to the gospel.  The grace of God isn’t merely meant to be grasped and received with 

gratitude, it is also meant to produce a change in our lives.  In 1 Peter 1:15-16 we read, “As he 

who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; for it is written, “You shall be 

holy, for I am holy.” 

 

Holiness – The Already But Not Yet 

Set Apart for a Special Purpose of God 

Let me draw one important implication out of this.  To be holy simply means to be set 

apart for a special purpose by God.  On one hand, Christians are made holy by God.  We are 

made holy through Christ’s work on the cross.  We have been set apart by God.  We are set apart 

as God’s loved ones, as His children, as the objects of His mercy, as His representatives in this 

world, as those who will receive His inheritance and blessing and favor.  New Testament authors 

always refer to Christians as saints (literally mean holy ones).  Christians are made holy by God 

through uniting us with Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.  

 

But on the other hand, we are to “Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which, no 

one will see the Lord” Hebrews 12:14.  So, holiness, is the already but not yet.  We are already 

saints, but at the same time we are to conduct ourselves as saints.  Here is what Paul says to Titus 

in Titus 2:11-13, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,
 
training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

 

So God’s children are not to choose between evil and good, rather, between what is good 

and what is better.  In 1 Corinthians 10:23 Paul says, “I have the right to do anything,” you say—

but not everything is beneficial.  “I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is 

constructive.”  My friends, let’s pursue holiness.  Let’s always remember that God has set us 

apart for a special purpose.  Glory to the holy ONE now and forever more.  Amen! 

 

                                                       
1 R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1985), 40. 


