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Rev. Dr. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Yahweh Tsidkenu – The Lord our Righteousness!” 

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 15:11-32 

 

I heard about these three Pastors they were in a boat fishing together one day.  One of them 

said, we never get to let our hair down.  Let’s each tell the area that we struggle in the most so that we 

can pray for each other.  First one said, I hate to admit this, but I have a problem with gambling.  I 

sneak out a lot of nights and go gamble.  Second one said I have a problem with cheating.  I hardly 

ever pay my taxes.  The third one just sat there silently.  They waited, waited, and he wouldn’t bud.  

They said, listen, we are not leaving till you tell us yours.  He said, alright, my greatest sin is with 

gossiping and I cannot wait to get off this boat.   

 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” says the apostle Paul in Romans 3:23  .

Because we have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, we need Yahweh Tsidkenu – the Lord who 

is indeed our righteousness.  

 

This morning we continue our Summer Sermon Series looking at some of the most common 

names of God found in the Scriptures.  As I said a few weeks back, my ultimate goal in these messages 

is to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of God’s people through Jesus 

Christ.   In other words, I want to awaken and strengthen a strong conviction in all of us of how 

awesome our God is and how worthy God is of our time, service, commitment, and life. 

 

This summer we are together unfolding a different name of God each week.  So far, we have 

looked at El Shaddai, the ALL mighty One; Yahweh Jireh: God our Provider; Yahweh: I am who I 

am, the God who is always present; and Yahweh Kedoshim ~ the Holy God.  This morning we will be 

looking at another great name, a name that you and I need the most, Yahweh Tsidkenu – the Lord who 

is our righteousness.  

 

Yahweh Tsidkenu shows up first in Jeremiah 23:5-6, “The days are surely coming, says 

the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 

and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will 

live in safety.  And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness ~ 

Yahweh Tsidkenu.”  As we consider this name today, let me briefly share a couple thoughts.  The first 

has to do with you and me when we hit rock bottom and the second deals with the meaning and 

implications of Christ’s righteousness on our lives. 

 

Hitting Rock Bottom 

This is quite an amazing prophecy that includes the salvation of Judah and the safety of Israel.   

Both Judah and Israel had been under God’s judgement and wrath for their sin, disobedience and 

negligence of God’s ways, yet, Jeremiah said here that when we hit rock bottom, there is still hope.  

The prophet Habakkuk in 3:2 reminds us that, “in wrath, God remembers mercy.”  “The days are 

surely coming, says the Lord … Judea will be saved and Israel will live in safety”.  Friends, this day 

has come and you and I should wait no longer.  This day came over 2000 years ago when Jesus took on 

our flesh, dwelt among us, and took our place on this cross outside the walls of Jerusalem. 
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Sometimes we feel our lives are a total mess.  Isaiah 64:6 says, “All of us have become like one 

who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”  Have you hit rock bottom?  Friends, 

here is the good news today: when we feel the most unclean, unworthy, insecure, frightened and weak, 

we may be in the best position possible especially as we look at the situation through the eyes of the 

Lord.  Today God offers Himself to us as Yahweh Tsidkenu ~ as our righteousness.  

 

What is Righteousness?  

The word “righteousness” means “the quality of being right”.  When Jeremiah gave the 

prophecy the people had been led to false gods by the king Manasseh.  There was no righteousness to 

be found.  Jeremiah asked for tears to weep for the people.  He wanted God’s heart for these rebellious 

souls who knew no righteousness.  God gave hope to Jeremiah showing him the future when One 

would become our righteousness for us.  Is this possible?  Yes, only through Christ.  We read these 

wonderful words in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin
 
for us, so that in Him 

we might become the righteousness of God.”  

 

The only way we could be made righteous is receiving the righteousness as a gift from the only 

righteous One.  The rituals of the Law could not do it.  Religious ceremonies and practices won’t do it.  

Only Christ who can reconcile us to God.  Isaiah 61:10 states, “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 

whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 

covered me with the robe of righteousness.”  In what theologians call “The Exchange Formula”, 

Irenaeus of Lyons (130-202 AD) said, “The Son of God “became what we are in order to make us what 

he is himself.”  Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) echoed the same thing, “The Son of God became 

the Son of Man that he might make the sons of men sons of God.”  In Christ, we are the “righteousness 

of God” 2 Corinthians 5:17, 18, 21.  Not only we belong to “Yahweh Tsidkneu” but we ourselves 

becomes “Tsidkenu” become righteousness. 

 

Do you remember when the prodigal son returned?  He spent everything he had been given by 

the Father and he returned in rags a broken man, ready to be a servant. One of the things the Father 

called for was the best robe.  That must have been his own as the Master of the estate.  The heavenly 

Father’s best robe is righteousness, and that’s what He calls for when we return to Him.   

 

Friends, you may say, “My life is anything but the righteousness of God.”  Let me remind you 

today that greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.  Yes, we have twisted and distorted 

God’s ways.  Yes, there is no righteousness in us. Yes, as Isaiah 1:5-6 say, “Your whole head is 

injured, your whole heart afflicted.  From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is no 

soundness— only wounds and welts and open sores,” yet, there is still hope because Yahweh 

Tsidkenu.  The Lord our righteousness.  Let’s remember that great and uplifting truth as we come to 

God’s Table this morning.  Remind yourself of the incalculable price paid so that this robe of 

righteousness could be yours. Wear it! And know it is all because of Yahweh Tsidkenu.  In 1776, the 

British Anglican hymn writer Augustus Toplady wrote the great hymn, Rock of Ages.  In this third 

stanza he said: 

Nothing in my hands I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress, 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace: 

Foul, I to the fountain fly, 

Wash me, Savior, or I die.  Amen! 


