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Sermon Notes (Sunday, August 12, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Yahweh Shalom ~ The Lord is our Peace!” 

Judges 6:16-24; John 16:29-33 

 

I heard about this elderly lady she was at the store and she accidentally locked her keys in 

her car.  She was using a coat hanger to try to get it open with no success.  She prayed and asked 

God to help her.  About this time, this real rough looking guy drove up on a motorcycle.  The 

guy was in leather, tattoos, and a skull cap.  In 15 seconds, he had her car door opened.  She 

hugged him and said, “Lord, thank you for sending me this nice man.”  He said, "Lady, I am not 

a nice man. I just got out of prison for auto theft.”  She gave him a bigger hug and said, “Lord, 

thank you. You even sent me a professional.”    Some people see the glass half full; others see it 

half empty. 

 

Over the past several weeks we have been looking at the various ways that God has 

revealed Himself to us in Scripture indicated by His names.  Each name that God uses for 

Himself reveals to us an aspect of His character that helps us to know Him better. This morning, 

we come to another significant name by which God reveals Himself to us.  He is Yahweh-

Shalom – The God of Peace.  

 

The last verse of the book of Judges tells us what kind of a time it was in Israel.  In 

Judges 21:25 we read, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.”  It was a 

very difficult time in the history of God's people. As we read the book of Judges we find that due 

to a lack of unity and leadership, the nation fell into a cycle of apostasy – oppression – 

repentance – deliverance – then apostasy and the cycle repeated itself again and again.  

 

This morning we find Israel under oppression by the Midianites.  They were forced to 

hide in caves. The Midianites took all their food, tools, and livestock.  It was during this time of 

oppression that Israel cried out for deliverance.  So God called Gideon to deliver them.  By faith 

Gideon erected an altar to Yahweh-shalom in expectation of victory and peace.  Judges 6:24 

states, “So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it 

stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.”  Peace expresses the deepest desire and need of the human 

heart. It represents the greatest measure of contentment and satisfaction in life. 

 

The Meaning of Yahweh-Shalom 

The basic definition of the word “shalom” is a harmony or reconciliation of relationship 

based upon the completion of a transaction, the payment of a debt, or the giving of satisfaction.  

God has a desire to give us His peace.  Listen to these beautiful words from Isaiah 48:17-18, 

“This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your God, 

who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.  If only you had 

paid attention to my commands, your peace would have been like a river, your well-being like 
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the waves of the sea.”  Psalm 29:11 reminds us that, “The Lord gives strength to his people; the 

Lord blesses his people with peace.”   

 

Jesus Is Our Shalom 
I guess the most important question now is where we can find that shalom ~ that 

wholeness, completeness, perfectness, and fullness?  Friends, make no mistake about it.  

Scripture make it crystal clear that Jesus is the source of our peace.  In John 14:27 Jesus said, 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  In John 16:33 Jesus said, “I have told you these 

things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I 

have overcome the world.”  After all, let us not forget that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 

9:6 says, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.” 

 

The Foundation of our Peace 

This peace rests on the atoning work of Christ.  Colossians 1:19-20 read, “For God was 

pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 

cross.”  The apostle Paul echoes this very truth in Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

No matter what our circumstances are, God has promised to give us his peace.  A Pastor 

visited an elderly woman badly crippled by arthritis.  When asked, “Do you suffer much?" she 

responded, “Yes, but there is no nail here,” and she pointed to her hand.  “He had the nails, I 

have the peace.”  She pointed to her head.  “There are no thorns here.  He had the thorns, I have 

the peace.”  She touched her side.  “There is no spear here.  He had the spear, I have the peace.”  

That is what the atonement of Jesus Christ means for us -- He gave of himself so that we might 

have the peace. 

 

Biblical peace is not the eradication of problems, but assurance of God’s presence and 

grace even in our problems!  Where do you turn when you’re in deep distress?  Where do you 

run when you’re troubled?  Where do you go when you’re torn with anxiety?  Where do you 

seek counsel when you’re gripped with worry?  As grateful as we are for our family, friends, and 

may godly people around us, we should always learn instead of turning to the left or to the right 

for refuge, we should hurry straight into the strong tower of God’s name.  It is there that we will 

discover firsthand that our God is Yahweh Shalom.  Call on Yahweh-Shalom.  He will meet you 

wherever you are. 

 

Friends, our peace is found in God, not goods!  There is no peace besides that which can 

come by way of Christ.  There is no other way.  Know Jesus – Know Peace.  No Jesus – No 

Peace. When we have a relationship with God through His Son, Jesus; He becomes our Yahweh-

Shalom - the One who brings the peace that surpasses all understanding.  In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 

 


