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“Yahweh Shammah – The Lord Is There!” 

Ezekiel 48:30-35; Revelation 21:1-5 

 

A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were always getting into trouble.  If 

anything was disturbed or missing in the neighborhood, their sons were probably involved.  Their 

mom asked their pastor if she could drop her boys off at church, so that he could put the fear of God 

in them.  The pastor agreed, but asked to see them individually.  The 8-year-old would go into the 

pastor’s study first, then the older boy would be counseled.  The pastor who was a huge man with a 

booming voice, sat the younger boy down and asked him sternly, “Son, ...where is God?”  The 

boy’s mouth dropped open, but he made no response.  The pastor repeated the question in a little 

firmer and louder, “Son, ...where is God?”  Again the boy just sat there bug eyed and made no 

attempt to answer.  A bit exasperated, the pastor raised his voice even more, shook his finger in the 

boy’s face and bellowed, “Son! I asked you a question.  Where is God?”  The boy screamed and 

bolted from the pastor’s study.  As he passed his brother he said, “We are in big trouble this time, 

dude.  God is missing, and they think we did it.”   Often times we live as if God is missing. 

 

This summer we have unfolded a different name of God each week.  I believe we have 

looked at 8 different names of God.  We looked at the primary name of God: Yahweh ~ the God 

who is, and who was, and who is to come.  We looked at El Shaddai, the ALL mighty God; 

Yahweh Jireh: God our Provider; Yahweh Kedoshim ~ the Holy God.  Yahweh Tsidkenu – the Lord 

who is our righteousness; Yahweh Shalom ~ the Lord who is our peace; Yahweh Rapha – the Lord 

who heals.  This morning, we wrap up this series as we look together at the name Yahweh Shammah 

~ the Lord is there.  This name of God is the last one given in the Old Testament and is found in the 

very last verse of Ezekiel’s prophecy!  Ezekiel 48:35. “....and the name of the city from that day 

shall be, The LORD is there.” 

 

A Vision from Babylon 

Ezekiel, an aspiring priest, prophecies from Babylon fourteen years after the fall of 

Jerusalem.  The Temple had been destroyed.  God’s presence had departed from Jerusalem; from 

the Holy Place in the Temple; and from the people of Israel, because long before this, ....they had 

left God.  Their worship became more of a form, something to get through, rather than a heart felt 

expression of worship.  They began to look at the pagan world around them with all its sinful 

pleasures and forbidden gods, as something desirable, rather than as something to be denied. 

 

As a captive in Babylon, Ezekiel is visited by God and given a vision.  In that vision, 

particularly Ezekiel chapters 1-10, Ezekiel describes God’s presence leaving His people.  We can 

only imagine the shock experienced by Israel when God’s presence lifted up from the Holy Place. 

God had always been there providing, sanctifying, protecting, leading, guiding, sustaining, and now 

His presence had left town!  God’s departure from the Temple was devastating, because it signified 

that Judgment was on the way.  In Ezekiel chapters 11-33, Ezekiel describes that judgment. 
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Jerusalem Will Be Called Yahweh Shammah 

But then in chapters 34-48, the prophet looks far into the future to the day when God will 

revive and restore His people!  As Ezekiel proclaims his message of revival and restoration, God 

revealed to him that Jerusalem would one day be rebuilt and renamed.  It would no longer be called 

Jerusalem.  It would be called, “Yahweh Shammah,” the Lord is there!  The message was 

unmistakable.  God will abide with those who earnestly and obediently seek Him with all their 

hearts.  

 

Does God dwell with you?  Have you experienced God’s presence?  Have you known His 

closeness?  The name “Yahweh Shammah” reveals that God wants us to know He is with us, and 

wants us to experience Him in a personal way.  Sometime ago, Canadian theologian Henry T. 

Blackaby wrote and published a Bible study entitled, “Experiencing God.”  Blackaby wrote, 

“Knowing God does not come through a program, a study, or a method.  Knowing God comes 

through a relationship with a Person.  Through this relationship, God reveals Himself, His purposes, 

and His ways; and He invites you to join Him where He is already at work.” 

 

Yahweh Shammah doesn’t want to be “the God over there,” but “the God who is here.”  

God desires an authentic relationship with you.  He wants you to know His presence, not for a 

moment, but for eternity.  As Yahweh Shammah, God has gone to great lengths to come near us.  

How? 

 

God is with us in Jesus Christ 

In the person of Jesus Christ, Yahweh Shammah is with us.  Given the helpless and hopeless 

situation of humanity, God did the only thing He could do.  God did the thing He promised to do.  

God came down to the earth to dwell among us.  The angel told Joseph in Matthew 1:22-23, “All 

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
 
(which means “God with us”). 

 

After Jesus was born a baby in Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary could look at Him and say, 

“God is here. He is with us.”  Later, as Jesus called out His disciples, and began to teach them and 

walk with them, they could point to Jesus and say, “God is here.  He is with us.”  Hanging on the 

cross, dying for our sins, those who beheld that scene could say, “God is here. He is with us.” 

 

Friends, instead of God being over there behind the curtain, God came and dwelt among us.  

“See, the home of God among mortals,” says John in Revelation 21:3.  Yahweh Shammah is with 

us in our loneliness.  Yahweh Shammah is with us in the temptations and trials of life.  Yahweh 

Shammah is with us in our need.  Yahweh Shammah is with us in our sickness and death.  “Write 

this,” says John in Revelation 21:5, “for those words are trustworthy and true.” 

 

As the nation of Israel did during Ezekiel’s time, some of us live today missing the presence 

of God.  The good news is that God is willing to return and restore His presence in your life.  

Today, your life can be named, “Yahweh Shammah,” the Lord is here with you. 

 

The Bible teaches us that God’s presence is more than just a feeling, it is a reality.  It is a 

fact, the “Lord is there”.  No matter what we think or sense or feel.  No matter how alone we feel, or 

how frustrated we become with trials, how fearful or tearful, the fact remains – GOD IS 

THERE!  He will never leave us nor forsake us!  Let this fact rule your life, not your circumstances!  

To God in Christ all praise, honor, and glory and to that all God’s people said “Amen!” 


