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“Joshua and Caleb: A Different Spirit!” 

Numbers 14:20-25; 2 Timothy 1:6-14 

 

Today marks a new beginning.  The Sunday worship service is back to our fall schedule 

and Christian Education programs are already in full swing.  I asked myself what should I preach 

today?  I felt the Holy Spirit is leading me to preach about Caleb and Joshua.  I am so moved by 

the words of the Scriptures in Numbers 14:24, “Because my servant Caleb has a different spirit 

and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to and his descendants 

will inherit it.”  This is an incredible witness to the quality of Caleb’s life.  The Living Bible 

reads Number 14:24 this way, “Caleb is a different kind of man.”  Caleb possessed a different 

spirit; an opposite spirit!   

 

Who is Caleb?  Twelve men from the twelve tribes of Israel had gone through Canaan 

investigating the land the Lord was giving them.  Ten of them returned quaking with fear 

because of the strength of the enemy, the giants that must be conquered.  Only Caleb and his 

young friend Joshua had a different spirit and were allowed to possess the land, even though 

their entry was delayed by forty years because of the disbelief of the nation. 

 

Caleb was NOT only different from the Canaanites (the heathens); he was also different 

from most of the Israelites (God’s people).  You see, we are not called to follow the crowd or 

even the crowd who calls themselves “Christians”; we are called to follow the ONE who is 

called the Christ.  But my question is what made Caleb different?  What was that “different 

spirit” he had?  After looking at the few verses in the Bible that mentioned Caleb, I came up with 

three basic qualities for Caleb’s different spirit.  

 
First: The Spirit of Caleb Looks Forward, Not Backward 

When the majority of the Israelites wanted to go backward to Egypt, Caleb wanted to go 

forward to Canaan.  In Numbers 14:8, he said, “If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us 

into this land and give it to us, a land which flows with milk and honey.”  Many people live in 

the past and, as a result, forfeit their future.   

 

One author noted, “The past should be a guidepost not a hitching post.”  We can learn 

from the past, but we can’t live there.  No wonder Paul wrote in Philippians 3:13-14, “Forgetting 

those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press 

toward the goal to the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  You can't drive a car 

very well staring in the rearview mirror.  If you do, you will certainly run off the road and crash.  

We must look ahead.  God has greater things in store for us, but we must stop looking backward 

and, like Caleb, start looking forward.   
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Friends, “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of 

love and of self-discipline” says the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7.  Let’s look forward not 

backward.  Let’s react with faith not fear.  Let’s be bold and aggressive.  We, as believers in 

Jesus, like Caleb of old, must learn to walk in a different spirit, an opposite spirit.  In times of 

famine, we share.  In times of danger, we serve.  In times of poverty, we give.  In times of 

adversity, we sing.  In times of stress, we rest.  In pools of hatred, we love.  In times of 

persecution, we bless.  When assaulted, we forgive.  We are invincible when walking in the 

different spirit, the opposite spirit, the Jesus Spirit!  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 


