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“Joshua and Caleb: A Different Spirit!” #2 

Numbers 14:20-25; 2 Timothy 1:6-14 

 

This morning I want to pick up where we left off last Sunday.  We’ve been talking about the 

“different spirit” that Caleb had.  I am so moved by the words of the Scriptures in Numbers 14:24, 

“Because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into 

the land he went to and his descendants will inherit it.”  This is an incredible witness to the quality of 

Caleb’s life.  The Living Bible reads Number 14:24 this way, “Caleb is a different kind of man.”  

Caleb possessed a different spirit; an opposite spirit!    

 

Who is Caleb?  Twelve men from the twelve tribes of Israel had gone through Canaan 

investigating the land the Lord was giving them.  Ten of them returned quaking with fear because of 

the strength of the enemy, the giants that must be conquered.  Only Caleb and his young friend Joshua 

had a different spirit and were allowed to possess the land, even though their entry was delayed by 

forty years because of the disbelief of the nation. 

 

Caleb was NOT only different from the Canaanites (the heathens); he was also different from 

most of the Israelites (God’s people).  You see, we are not called to follow the crowd or even the 

crowd who calls themselves “Christians”; we are called to follow the ONE who is called the Christ.  

But my question is what made Caleb different?  What was that “different spirit” he had?  After looking 

at the few verses in the Bible that mentioned Caleb, I came up with three basic qualities for Caleb’s 

different spirit.  

 
First: The Spirit of Caleb Looks Forward, Not Backward 

When the majority of the Israelites wanted to go backward to Egypt, Caleb wanted to go 

forward to Canaan.  In Numbers 14:8, he said, “If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this 

land and give it to us, a land which flows with milk and honey.”  Many people live in the past and, as a 

result, forfeit their future.   

 

One author noted, “The past should be a guidepost not a hitching post.”  We can learn from the 

past, but we can’t live there.  No wonder Paul wrote in Philippians 3:13-14, “Forgetting those things 

which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal to the 

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  You can't drive a car very well staring in the rearview 

mirror.  If you do, you will certainly run off the road and crash.  We must look ahead.  God has greater 

things in store for us, but we must stop looking backward and, like Caleb, start looking forward.  

 
Second: The Spirit of Caleb Reacts with Faith, Not Fear 

Ten of the spies brought back a negative report fostered by fear.  Only Joshua and Caleb gave a 

positive report fueled by faith.  Caleb saw promises and future; the other spies saw giants and 

problems.  Caleb saw milk and honey; the others saw defeat and starvation.  Fear will paralyze you, 

but faith will energize you.  Caleb silenced the people before Moses in Numbers 13:30 and said, “Let 

us go up at once and possess it, for we are able to overcome it.” 
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Caleb focused on the opportunities, while others focused on the opposition. Consequently, only 

Joshua and Caleb inherited the promised land of their generation.  The doubters all died in the desert.  

They perished on the threshold of Canaan, God made Israel make a U-turn and wandered in the 

wilderness on a spiritual treadmill for the next 40 years.  If only they all had the spirit of Caleb and 

reacted with faith instead of fear. As one author aptly put it, “Faith sees the invisible, believes the 

incredible, and receives the impossible.” 

 

Third: The Spirit of Caleb Is Aggressive, Not Passive 
At the ripe old age of 85, Caleb was still not ready to retire.  You would think he would settle 

down in a corner of Canaan, sit in a rocking chair and tell war stories to his grandchildren.  Not this 

grizzled warrior.  He boldly told Joshua in Joshua 14:12, “Now give me this hill country that 

the Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities 

were large and fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them out just as he said.” 

 

Joshua blessed him and granted Hebron as part of his inheritance.  According to Nelson's Bible 

Dictionary, Hebron was situated 19 miles southwest of what became Jerusalem.  It was later 

designated as one of the cities of refuge (Josh. 20:7) and served as David's capitol for the first seven 

years of his reign over Judah (2 Sam. 2:11).  At 3,040 feet above sea level, Hebron was the highest 

town in Palestine. 

 

Because Caleb had the right attitude, he became a man of high altitude.  He was not satisfied 

living in the low land, he wanted the high ground.  He claimed and conquered a mountainous region 

inhabited by the Anakities, a clan of giants.  Here is an 85-year-old man full of energy and vision.  

That is what I call aggressive!  Incidentally, Hebron means “alliance, league or confederacy.”  Why 

was Caleb so victorious?  He was in alliance with God and His purpose for his life.  We must all resist 

the “I've arrived” mentality.  The spirit of Caleb is to keep learning, growing, reaching, pressing and 

advancing.  Keep pressing on, Christ’s followers.  Don’t allow yourself to become passive or 

complacent.  The spirit of Caleb is expressed in bold, aggressive faith.    

 

In Matthew chapter 8 we see Jesus performing two great miracles: the heling and cleansing of 

the leper and the healing of the centurion servant.  In both cases, those who got healed, cleansed, and 

blessed, had faith first.  In other words, before miracles take place in our lives, we need to have faith in 

the God of miracles.  In Matthew 8:2 the leper said, “Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.”  

We read the same thing about the centurion in Matthew 8:5-8 “When he (Jesus) entered Capernaum, a 

centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in 

terrible distress.”  And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.”  The centurion answered, “Lord, I 

am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be 

healed.”  And in Matthew 8:13 we see the result of a genuine faith: “And the servant was healed in that 

hour.”  The second stanza in our concluding hymn this morning sums it up: 

 

May Thy rich grace impart … Strength to my fainting heart, 

My zeal inspire; as Thou hast died for me, 

Oh, may my love to Thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire. 

 

We are invincible when walking in the different spirit, the opposite spirit, the Jesus Spirit!  In 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 

 


