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Sermon Notes (Sunday, September 23, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor  

 

“It’s All in the Family!” 

Ruth 1:15-22; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 

 

I heard about this young man, he was a huge football fan.  He bought two tickets to the 

super bowl months ahead of time not realizing it was going to be on the same day as his 

wedding.  He paid two thousand dollars each for the tickets, so he put an ad on Facebook asking 

if anyone would like to go in his place.  He said, “it will be at 3:00 o’clock at First Baptist 

Church and her name is Tiffany.”  What is commitment?  What does it mean to be committed to 

someone, to something, or to a certain cause?   

 

One of the most profound images we find in Scriptures of this community of faith, of the 

ecclesia, the gathering of believers, is the Church being the “Family of God” or “members of 

God’s household” as Paul puts it in Ephesians 2:19.  In other words, we belong to each other.  

We are family.  We are each other’s keeper.  That’s what Ruth felt toward Naomi.  In Ruth 1:16-

17 we read, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and 

where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.
 
 Where you 

die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if 

even death separates you and me.”  

 

The Bible takes this truth to another level in the words of 1 Thessalonians 5:14. In 1 

Thessalonians 5:14, Paul says “And we urge you, beloved,
 
to admonish the idlers, encourage the 

fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them.”  It is amazing to see how much is 

packed into this single verse.  This morning, I hope to unpack this verse and see what 

implications and challenges it brings to us. 

 

We are family.  So what?  This family is not perfect.  It has all kinds of people with 

different maturity levels.  The real challenge is to find a way to living together and loving each 

other.  Those who are strong in the faith ought to bear the failings of the weak.  In 1 

Thessalonians 5:14 Paul lists three different groups within the Body of Christ and gives us some 

great insights on how to deal with all of them. 

 

First: Admonish the Idlers 
Paul’s first piece of instruction here is to admonish the idlers.  Most of our English 

translations render this group as “idle, lazy, sluggish, or inactive.”  If we look at the Greek, we 

gain even further insight.  The Greek word “Ατακτους ~ at'-ak-tos” means “disorderly, unruly, 

out of ranks (often so of soldiers).  Those are brothers and sisters in Christ, within the Body of 

Christ, who are out of line. 

 

What should we do with this part of the family that is idle?  Paul tells us to admonish or 

warn them.  Again looking at the original Greek means “to caution or reprove gently.”  The 
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purpose is not to shame those people, instead we are to treat them with gentleness.  The goal is to 

restore them back to the fellowship of believers.  Whose job is that?  It is the our job ~ the Body 

of Christ’s job. 

 

Second: Encourage the Fainthearted 
Another way to be committed to each other is to “encourage the fainthearted.”  Who are 

the fainthearted?  The word literally means those with “short breath.”  It refers to those who 

seem to be blown off course by everything that comes along.  Those are the quitters in the family 

of God.  It seems that everything that comes along causes them to fall by the wayside.  They are 

always looking on the down side of life and as a result, they are easily influenced to give in and 

to give up.  Our duty is to encourage those folk to be strong in the Lord.  Our duty is to 

encourage those people to learn to look to the Lord rather than our circumstances. 

 

Third: Help the Weak 
The third command is to help the weak.  Because of persecution against Christians during 

those days, the “weak” here refers to those who are weak in faith.  Because of persecution, some 

Christians renounced their faith in Jesus.  What are we suppose to do with someone who 

renounced the faith?  Help the weak.  “Help” is such a simplistic word for such a magnificent 

concept in Greek.  The Greek word means, “to hold firmly to, to hold tightly to, to cling to, to 

support, to surround with love, not to let go.”  It is the job of the Body of Christ to help 

strengthen the faith of the weak!  Paul says do not let them fall all the way.  This is not an easy 

ministry, but it is worth our time and energy. 

 

Fourth: Be Patient with Everyone 

Lastly, we are given the command to be patient with everyone.  Patience is not the gift of 

many.  Yet, we are to walk in patience with our fellow believers!  We must always remember 

that this Body of Christ is still a work in progress.  We must never be guilty of giving up on each 

other!   

 

In your bulletins, you will find a passage from James 5:7-8.  It says, 
“
Be patient, then, 

brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.  See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its 

valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand 

firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” 

 

Friends, the Church is a hospital for sinners, not a hotel for saints.  It is not a gallery for 

the exhibition of eminent Christians, but a school for the education of imperfect ones.  The 

church is not a place for perfect people; it's a hospital for people who continually need the 

healing of Christ.  So there you have it.  It’s all in the family:  the idle, the fainthearted, and the 

weak.  

 

Today we celebrate the gift of 11 new members joining the FPC in Blackwood.  Brian, 

Heather, Christine, Frank, Charles, Diana, Kay, Lisa, Maria, Sandy, and Samuel: welcome to the 

family!  Friends, when we live out 1 Thessalonians 5:14, we will have a more stronger and 

healthier relationships within this family.  The Church will be “Fair is a moon, bright as the sun, 

awesome as an army with banners” Song of Songs 6:10.  May it be so.  In the Name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen!  


