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Sermon Notes (Sunday, September 30, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Blessed to Be a Blessing!” 

Genesis 12:1-9; Acts 13:1-3 & 44-47 

 

One of the most terrible things that could happen to any of us is to miss the time of God’s 

visitation.  Over two thousand years ago, Jesus of Nazareth walked down the narrow streets of 

Jerusalem and Judea.  A few people could see in Him God incarnate.  He was despised and 

rejected by many.  Jesus lamented this tragedy in Luke 19:41-44, “As he approached Jerusalem 

and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what 

would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.  The days will come upon you 

when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on 

every side.  They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will 

not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 

 

It is a terrible thing to miss the time of God’s visitation.  Even as believers, we could be 

busy with lots of things and miss what really matters.  This reminds me of this little girl who 

became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on and on.  Finally, she leaned over to her 

mother and whispered, “Mummy, if we give him the money now will he let us go?”  This little 

girl was present in worship, but she definitely missed the purpose of being there.  You and I can 

do the same.  Have you ever asked yourself why me?  Why I have been chosen to be in Christ?  

Why I am so blessed?  

 

One of the mysteries I will probably spend the rest of my life pondering is the mystery of 

God’s election.  Why you’ve chosen me Lord?  I know I am not worthy of your calling.  You 

know the Bible is saturated with the truth that we did not choose God, rather, God is the one 

who, in His sovereign will, and before the foundations of the earth, has chosen us.  In John 15:16 

Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last.”  Paul writes to the Church in Ephesus in Ephesians 1:4, “For he 

chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” 

 

Often times, when people hear about the Biblical doctrine of “Election” or of God 

“choosing” people, they often think it means choosing people to go to heaven or hell.  It doesn’t. 

 Go back and read those passages in context with this in mind.  Election has to do with a calling 

to be a blessing to others.   
  

God Chooses Abraham 

Let’s look at the call of Father Abraham.  God chose Abraham, not to go to somewhere 

when he died, but to be the one through whom God’s blessing would come to all the world.  In 

Genesis 12:1-3 we read these words, “The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.  “I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
 
I will bless 
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those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 

blessed through you.”   

 

In Genesis chapter 12, we see that God singles out one man from a city named Ur, way 

out in the country of Chaldea (modern day Iraq), and blesses him.  Just one guy.  God told 

Abraham to go, and didn’t tell him where he was going. That means God called Abraham into 

the unknown.  Then God said, “I will make you a great nation.”  But, Abraham’s wife, Sarah, 

was barren. She couldn’t have children.  So, God called Abraham to believe the impossible.  

That is still how God’s call works today. 

 

God calls us into the unknown future and asks us to believe the impossible, that broken 

people can be restored, that the dead will rise, and that there will be peace on earth.  Abraham 

was a conduit or channel of God’s blessing.  In other words, we are blessed to be a blessing. 

 

God Chose You to Bless the World 

What we have seen in Genesis 12 is also applied to the Church in the New Testament.  

The Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 2:9 writes “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.”  Like Abraham, and the twelve, God blessed you to be a 

blessing.  Thus, you are now the conduit of God’s blessing to the whole world. 

 

Our New Testament lesson this morning brings to us another great insight into this topic.  

Paul and Barnabas are in Antioch.  They are praying and worshipping, and as they do so, the 

Holy Spirit sets them apart and calls them to work among the Gentiles.  The Jews got upset.  

They are filled with jealousy and blaspheming.  They didn’t want others to join the faith.  They 

could not wrap their heads around the truth that we are blessed to be a blessing to others.  In Acts 

13:47, Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly saying, “The Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘I have 

set you to be a light for the Gentiles, so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

 

My friends, this truth is revolutionary.  It is an eye opening.  You are blessed so that you 

become a blessing to others.  Jesus challenges us in Luke 4:48, “To whom much is given, much 

is required.”  Have you ever asked yourself: Am I a blessing to those around me?  If so, in what 

way?  If not, how can I be a blessing to those whom I encounter every day?  This is one of the 

most fundamental truths of God that is often overlooked.  God blesses us so that we can live our 

lives in such a way that the people around us can see God.  This has always been God’s plan.  

Blessed to be a blessing.  Today we welcome Richard and Stephanie Haines joining the family of 

the First Presbyterian Church in Blackwood.  May this Church family be a blessing to them as 

they pursue more of Jesus in their lives and may they be a blessing to us too.  In the Name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen!   

  

 


