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Sermon Notes (Sunday, October 7, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor 

 

Go Into the Ark! 

Genesis 7:1-7; Matthew 24:36-41 

 

The Bible is a book of invitations!  Throughout the Scripture, from Genesis to 

Revelation, God is involved in the business of inviting people to come to Him for salvation, for 

peace, for strength, and for many things no other can offer.  It gives me chills to know that the 

God of heavens and earth, the Almighty, the Most High, invites us to travel with Him this 

journey we call life.  Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at some of the great 

invitations found in the Bible.  “The Great Invitations of the Bible” – will be our theme.  I hope 

this series of messages help us, inspire us, and challenge us. 

 

The first invitation in the Bible is found in Genesis 7:1.  The flood was about to happen.  

The earth and its inhabitants will be destroyed because of humanity’s wickedness.  God will send 

rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights and He will wipe from the face of the earth every 

living creature He has made. 

 

Friends, we need to know that our God is a God who doesn’t take pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, rather, they turn from their sinful ways and live.  Therefore, God sends Noah, a preacher 

of righteousness, to call the people back to God, but not a single person believed and turned back 

to God.  Only Noah and his family were found righteous in the sight of our God.  In Genesis 7:1 

God issues this invitation to Noah and his family, “The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, 

you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.” 

 

As we look together at this great invitation on this World Communion Sunday, please 

allow me to underscore three short observations from Genesis 7 and Matthew 24: 

 

First: It is an Invitation to Survive God’s Wrath 

When we look at God’s invitation to Noah and his family, we realize right away that it 

was an invitation to survive God’s wrath.   In Genesis 6:5-6 the Scripture tells us that “The Lord 

saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.  The Lord regretted that 

he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.”  People have 

become wicked in their actions; wicked in their thoughts; wicked in their moral decisions; and 

wicked in their treatment of one another.  We all know that we reap what we sow and judgment 

always follows wickedness.  In Genesis 6:7-8 “So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the 

earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that 

move along the ground – for I regret that I have made them.  But Noah found favor in the eyes of 

the Lord.” 

 

What really amazes me here is that God’s grace is always offered before judgment.  It 
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took Noah 120 years to build the ark and as he did that, he warned the people about the 

upcoming judgement and at the same time he offered God’s righteousness by faith (2 Peters 2:5).  

God is still offering grace to sinful repentant people.  Go into the ark. 

 

Second: It is an Invitation to Take a Step of Faith 

Noah is invited to come into the Ark!  This demands a step of faith.  The ark had been 

built by faith.  The going in must be by faith.  In Genesis 6:13-14 we read, “So God said to 

Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of 

them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.  So make yourself an ark of cypress 

wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out.”   

 

Imagine you’re passing by and you see a man building an ark on a dry land.  You would 

think that this person must be crazy.  Nobody in his or her right mind would’ve built a gigantic 

ark on a dry land.  What Noah had done did not make any sense to the people.  Yet, as Paul says 

in Roman 3:4, “Let God be true, and every human being a liar.”  No doubt that many people 

mocked Noah, made fun of him, as they pass by him back and forth.  Yet, Noah continued the 

work.  So we can say that Noah’s salvation was by grace through faith.  Noah was saved from 

the wrath of God.  

 

Third: It is an invitation to the Entire Family 

It is amazing to see how family is so important to God.  The invitation is extended to the 

entire family.  In Genesis 7:1 we read, “The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and 

your whole family.”  God has entrusted your family to your care.  I like it when parents and 

grandparents bring their children and grandchildren to Church.  God wants the entire family to be 

saved (Acts 16:30-31).  God also expects us to lead our families to Christ.  Noah and his family 

accepted the invitation by faith, entered the ark, and got saved. 

 

A few years ago, I was preaching on a topic similar to ours today, after the service 

someone approached me and said: “Rev. Yousef, long time ago, I trusted Jesus and I am safely in 

the ark.  But today the Lord has reminded me of my family.”  

 

Friends, the Bible makes it crystal clear that there is coming soon another day of God’s 

wrath that will make the flood seem like a Sunday School picnic in comparison.  In an hour, no 

one knows, the son of Man will come in glory.  Our gospel lesson today reminds us in Matthew 

24:37-39, “For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 

the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 

 

Friends, God is offering you and me today a refuge, a place to hide from the flood and 

from the coming wrath.  The place is a person called Jesus Christ.  Jesus is our ark.  He is the ark 

of safety from the wrath that is coming to destroy this world.  He becomes the unsinkable boat 

when we place our full faith and trust in Him and in what He has done on our behalf on Calvary.  

Come into the ark.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


