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An Invitation to Companionship!  

Numbers 10:29-32; 1 Peter 2:1-10 

 

Last week I made the statement that “The Bible is a book of invitations!”  Throughout 

the pages of this Book, from Genesis to Revelation, God is involved in the business of 

inviting people to come to Him for salvation, for peace, for strength, and for many things no 

other can offer.  God is continually inviting people to join Him in where He is going and in 

what He is doing.  This Fall, we will be looking at some of the great invitations found in the 

Bible.  I hope this series of messages help us, inspire us, and challenge us.  

 

Last Sunday, we looked at the first invitation in the Bible in Genesis 7:1. 

“The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have 

found you righteous in this generation.”  It is an invitation to trust the Lord to “clothe us with 

the garments of salvation and cover us with the robe of righteousness” Isaiah 61:10. 

 

In Numbers 10, we see another great invitation ~ it is an invitation to companionship.    

Let me give you the background of this invitation.  In Numbers chapter 10, Israel is leaving 

their encampment at the foot of Mount Sinai.  While they were there, they received the Law, 

built the Tabernacle and learned how to worship the Lord God.  Now, they are breaking camp 

and heading toward the Promised Land ~ toward Canaan.  Before they leave, Moses extends 

an invitation to someone who was dear to his heart, his father-in-law, Jethro, or Hobab as we 

know from Judges 4:11.  He invites him to continue the journey to the Promised Land with 

them.  This is a great invitation especially as we celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism for Aria 

Rose Hazzard and surround Gerry and Tina with our love and prayers, and as we, as a 

community of faith, deepen our understanding and our commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

So, what is this invitation is about? 

 

First:  Come Share in our Pilgrimage  

Out of love and compassion, Moses invites Hobab to share in their journey.  “Come with 

us and we will treat you well,” Moses said.  My friends, as we travel this journey we call life, 

we have the privilege to invite others to join us in our spiritual journey 

 

For Hobab, it was a special privilege.  Hobab is not a part of that people.  He is not a part 

of the covenant of Israel and he is not a part of the promises God has made to Israel. But, 

Moses has the privilege of inviting Hobab to join up with Israel and share in their blessings.   

 

Inviting people to “come with us” is more than a privilege.  It is also an obligation.  In 

Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.” 
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 Second: Come Share our Partnership 

In Numbers 10:31-32 we read these words, “Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You 

know where we should camp in the wilderness, and you can be our eyes.  If you come with 

us, we will share with you whatever good things the Lord gives us.”  Moses is saying two 

things here: (1) Hobab needs Israel – If Hobab wants to be saved and enjoy the blessings of 

the Lord, then he got to go with Israel.  (2) The Israelites need Hobab – v. 31 – This desert 

was Hobab’s home territory.  He knew where the best camp sites were located.  He knew 

where the best trails could be found.  He knew where all the watering holes were.  Moses says 

we will be a blessing to you and you will be a blessing to us. Come with us! 

 

Each person joins God’s family is a God sent.  They bring their gifts and talents to 

build up the body of Christ.  They encourage the body in certain ways as they challenge us 

also in many ways.  No one is here by accident.  The challenge today is to value that, make a 

room for those joining the family, and help them to grow up in Christ. 

 

Come and share in our pilgrimage.  Come and share our partnership.  Come and share 

in God’s promises.  “Come with us and we will treat you well, for the Lord has promised 

good things to Israel.”  When Hobab first received the invitation, his first response was “No”, 

verse 30.  However, it looks like later on the Lord worked in his heart and he changed his 

mind.   

 

Friends, we should never give up.  Our invitations may seem to be rejected, but in due 

time, God will soften those solid rock hearts. We figure out from Judges 1:16; 4:11 that 

Hobab eventually made it with the people of Israel to the Promised Land.  One of his 

descendants, a woman by the name of Jael, killed Sisera, the Canaanite general in Judges 

4:18-22.  So, Hobab accepted the invitation.  He was blessed along with Israel just as Moses 

promised him he would be. 

 

As we live the depth of this invitation, the words of Colossians 3 are very helpful.  In 

Colossians 3:12-14, Paul says, “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony.”  Aria Rose Hazzard, welcome to the family.  Gerry and Tina, 

may you find joy and strength in this companionship as you raise your daughter in the 

instructions of our Lord.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


