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“Come Now, Let’s Reason Together!” 

Isaiah 1:10-20; Luke 19:1-10 

 

I heard about a man who was very stingy with his money.  Just before his death, he made 

his wife promise him that she would have him buried with the fifty thousand dollars he had 

saved. His wife reluctantly agreed.  At the funeral, before they close the casket, she snuck in this 

small wooden box.  Her friend said, “surely you didn’t just bury the money, did you?”  The wife 

said, of course, I did.  I am a Christian.  I cannot lie.  I’ve got to keep my promises.”  Her friend 

said, “so you mean you just buried fifty thousand dollars?”  The wife said, “yes, I did.  I wrote a 

check.”  My friends, we are invited to live the authenticity of our faith, not just an outward form. 

 

“The Great Invitations of the Bible” is a series of messages that I am delivering from this 

pulpit during this Fall.  We have been examining some of the key invitation in God’s Word and 

looking at some of their implications on our lives as Christ’s followers today.  We all get 

invitations; lots of invitations.  We get birthday invitations; invitations to fundraising events; 

wedding invitations; graduation invitations.  We get invitations all the time, don’t we?  Some of 

those invitations are important, others are not.     

 

One of the greatest invitations the world has ever received is found in Isaiah 1:18-20. 

“Come now, let us reason
 
together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 

as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.  If you are 

willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be 

eaten by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  “Come now, let us reason
 
together, 

says the Lord.”  We’ve got to know that the Prophet Isaiah was a man of a great mind.  He is an 

educated person.  He is not a rural prophet.  He is an urban prophet.  He was among kings and 

queens and knew them really well.  In fact, Isaiah was a cousin to King Uzziah.  

 

So, What is the Deal with Today’s Invitation? 

Today’s invitation is an invitation to an extreme makeover.  “Come now, let us reason
 

together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”  God invites us to come, sit down and 

think with Him; reason with Him.  There are issues in our lives that God wants to address.  In 

Isaiah’s time, it spoke of the nation’s sinfulness and unfaithfulness.  It was the superficiality of 

God’s people.  Not that they didn’t practice religion, in fact they did.  But religion never changed 

their lives.  As we unpack this invitation, let us look first at the invitees and second the offer. 

 

First: Who is it that God is Calling? 

I find it fascinating that God never gives up on His people.  God sent prophet after 

prophet after prophet to warn His people and to bring them back to Him.  In Isaiah’s time, their 

ignorance, their apathy, and their wickedness reached the full measure.  God says in Isaiah 1:2-3, 
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“Hear me, you heavens!  Listen, earth!  For the Lord has spoken: “I reared children and brought 

them up, but they have rebelled against me.  The ox knows its master, the donkey its owner’s 

manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.”   

 

God never ceases to surprise us with his amazing grace and humanity never ceases to 

shock me with their stubbornness.  It is a terrible feeling when you pour your life into your 

children, you raise them really well, and then they revolt against you.  They abandon and desert 

you.  That’s who God is calling.  God is calling those who revolted against Him; those who are 

weighed down with sin and iniquity; those who have despised God.  Friends, it is true that “the 

whole head is sick. The whole heart is faint.  From the top of their head to the sole of their foot, 

nothing is sound in them because they’ve gone away. They’ve got bruises and welts. They’re 

sick.”  Yet, God keeps calling and keeps loving. 

 

Second: God’s Offer 

God makes an offer right here in verse 18.  “Come now, let us reason
 
together, says 

the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red 

like crimson, they shall become like wool.”  How does that happen?  Isaiah 1:19 “If you are 

willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be 

eaten by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 

Let’s be practical here.  How does that happen.  Three practical ways: You need to think, 

turn, and trust ~ 3 T’s.  Think, turn, and trust.  Say those three words with me. Think, turn, and 

trust.  God says, “Come, sit down and reason with me.  Think.”  Some people are missing the 

fullness because they’ve never opened their mind and pondered the most important things in life. 

 

You’ve got to think, but you’re not done yet.  You must also turn.  Josh McDowell, the 

American Evangelist and apologist, was thinking he was going to disprove that God was God 

and he ran into God and got saved.  Lee Strobel was that way.  He was going to prove there was 

no God.  As he thought and studied religions, he found the opposite.  He believed in Jesus, 

turned around, and wrote some great titles including The Case for Christ, The Case for Faith, 

and The Case for the Bible.  He was a writer for the Chicago Tribune. Now if you don’t believe 

in miracles, a lawyer working for the Chicago Tribune that didn’t believe in God and became an 

apologist, that’s the grace of God.  

 

Think, turn, but there is a third element. Trust.  Look at the last phrase of Isaiah 1:20, 

“Truly, the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” You have to decide if you’re going to trust what God 

says or trust what you think.  Friend, we’ve got to trust. If God has said it, that’s the offer God 

makes.  He is making this offer to think, turn and trust.  “Come now, let us reason
 
together, says 

the Lord.” 

 

Centuries later, Jesus would make this clear to a man named Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus had 

cheated and swindled his way into wealth and prominence.  “Half of my goods I give to the poor; 

and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold,” said Zacchaeus.  Jesus 

responds by saying, “Today, salvation has come to this house.”  Zacchaeus thought about it, 

turned from his old ways, and trusted God’s promises.   “Come now, let us reason
 
together, says 

the Lord.”  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


