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“Diligently Teaching Your Children!” 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

 

Shema Yisrael (Hebrew ְׁ ָרא ְׁמ ְׁש לעְִׁיש  ) or “Hear, O Israel” are the first two words of an 

important section of the Torah and it is also the title of a prayer that serves as a centerpiece of 

the morning and evening Jewish Prayer Services.  The first part of the prayer (Deuteronomy 

6:4) encapsulates the monotheistic essence of Judaism “Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, 

the LORD is one.”  Observant Jews consider the Shema to be the most important prayer in the 

Bible.  The Shema is recited twice a day, morning and evening.  It is their first and last words 

of every single day.   

 

The major portion of the Shema deals with the importance of passing the faith to the 

next generations.  Deuteronomy 6:6-9 states, “These commandments that I give you today are 

to be on your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as 

symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of 

your houses and on your gates.”  Our God is a covenant God.  He has established His 

covenant with us and He calls us to keep it ~ to always remember who we are. 

 

One of the most consistent means by which God’s covenant is kept and maintained is 

through instilling faith and planting the seeds of God’s Word in the lives of the next 

generation.  I find a real joy when parents present their children for the Sacrament of Baptism.  

We are called to teach our children diligently and by the power of the Holy Spirit instill the 

faith in them.  Former Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey once said, “Christianity in 

Britain is just “a generation away from extinction.”  I am sure it is the same in the United 

States as everywhere else.  This is a serious business.  So, today, as we get Victoria Alexandra 

Haines baptized into the body of Christ, I want to underscore three short observations from 

Deuteronomy 6 and 2 Timothy 3: 

 

First: Teaching our Children Requires Time 
We live in a very busy culture.  I do not need to convince you of this reality.  You live 

in it.  Teaching our children the ways of the Lord requires time.  We’ve got to talk to them 

“when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 

get up” Deuteronomy 6:7.  A legitimate paraphrase might be “teach your children everywhere 

(at home or in the world) and always (from morning to evening).”  We need, in other words, 

to live with our children, to be with them when they are at home or out and about.  The 

lifestyle of regular instruction requires us to have a relationship with our children, which 

takes time. 
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Second: Our Lifestyle of Teaching Must Be Genuine ~ Teaching by Example 
It is a fearful reality that we pass on to our children not so much what we “believe” as 

what we love and do every day.  Actions speak louder than words.  A dad or a mom may lead 

their household in family worship daily, but if their life style reflects something different, 

family daily worship won’t do any good.  Our love to God has to be genuine. 

 

If our love for God is genuine, that’s we teach by example, it will also be consistent— 

everywhere and always.  Look at the words in verse 7, “These words that I command you 

today shall be on your heart.”  When this becomes true, without doubt, the love of God will 

flow into every budding twig of the family tree.  

 

Third: Our Teaching Flow out of the Heart and Aimed at the Heart 

Our teaching not only must flow out of the heart, it must be aimed at the heart, 

saturated with prayer for our children’s souls.  Instilling the love for God and the things of 

God in the lives of our kids is the goal; salvation is the goal; obedience is the expression of 

that love.  From 2 Timothy 1:15 we know that Timothy had a godly Mom and grandma.  “I 

call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother 

Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.”  2 Timothy 3:15, “from 

childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 

Today as we celebrate the baptism of Victoria Alexandra Haines, I want to encourage 

Stephanie and Rich to never get tired of telling Victoria of God’s love.  Tell her how much 

she has been forgiven and how deeply God has loved her in Christ.  Tell her with 

thanksgiving in your hearts—that Jesus has perfectly obeyed all of God’s laws in our stead, 

and that His obedience is a gift to her by faith alone.  Teaching our children diligently means 

continually fixing their eyes on the all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ and upon the matchless love 

of God for us demonstrated through the cross. 

 

The great Swiss Reformed theologian, Karl Barth (1886-1968) was asked late in his life 

if he could summarize the entirety of his theological work in one sentence.  You have to know 

that Barth is regarded as the greatest Protestant theologian of the twentieth century.  His Church 

Dogmatics runs to over six million words and 8,000 pages ~ one of the longest works of 

systematic theology ever written.  So, the question he was asked if he could summarize the 

entirety of his theological work in one sentence.  Barth thought, smiled, and replied, “Jesus loves 

me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  Congratulations Victoria Alexandra Haines and 

welcome to the family.  In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 

 


