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Sermon Notes (Sunday, November 4, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor  

 

“Come and Be Satisfied!” 

Isaiah 55:1-5; Matthew 11:25-30 

 

Some of you may remember the 1986 TV commercial that claimed: “Snickers 

satisfies you.”  Well, I don’t mind eating a Snickers from time to time, but usually as a snack 

between meals; not in place of “real food.”  What if you were invited to dinner for your birthday 

or anniversary and they just brought you a Snickers?  What if you went to your favorite “fancy 

restaurant” and all that they served was a Snickers?  Would you be satisfied?  Wouldn’t you 

agree that it takes more to really satisfy our hunger?  Sadly, it would satisfy some people!  We 

are too easily satisfied with immediate gratification rather than enjoying “food that satisfies!” 

 

Since God made us, He knows what we need ~ much better than we know ourselves!  

That is why He gives the gracious invitation in Isaiah 55:1-3 “Come, all you who are thirsty… 

and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 

without price. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give 

ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.”  This morning we continue our Fall 

sermon series, The Great Invitations of the Bible, as we look at another great invitation in the 

Book of Isaiah chapter 55:1-3.  Two short observations: 

 

First: This is an Invitation to the Banquet of God’s Grace 

Each day of our lives, Jesus invites us to “The Banquet of God’s grace” – “Come, all you 

who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy 

wine and milk without money and without price.  Why spend money on what is not bread, and 

your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will 

delight in the richest of fare.” Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live…” 

(Isaiah 55:1-3).  What a great invitation!  While many Christians today settle for the ‘snickers’ of 

this world, God is inviting us to the banquet of God’s grace.  While so many of us are spiritually 

starving and living lives that are less than “satisfying”, God is offering us the best. 

 

Friends, thanks be to God that Christ gives “the food that satisfies” in great abundance!  

Every day in Bible reading, in devotions and prayers, He seeks to “feed us.”  Every time we 

worship the Lord together, Christ feeds us.  Every time we gather around the Lord’s Table, 

Christ feeds us.  Every time we come to the waters of baptism, Christ feeds us.  In John 6 Jesus 

fed a few thousands, but this was not the end of the story.  Yes, he fills our stomachs with bread, 

but He has so much in store for us.  In John 6:35 Jesus proclaimed, “I Am the Bread of Life. 

Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”  

Nothing can satisfy the deep desire of your hear, but what God offers.  This is a famous passage 

from St. Augustine’s Confessions in which Saint Augustine states “You have made us for 

yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” 
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Second: This is an Invitation that Seems too Good to Be True 

Not only this invitation is an invitation to the banquet of God’s grace, but the Prophet 

Isaiah tells us it is a free invitation.  “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you 

who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 

price.”  The Apostle John echoes what Isaiah foresaw.  In Revelation 22:17, the Scripture says, 

“Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.”  

This is an invitation that seems too good to be true. 

 

We’ve all heard the saying, there is nothing free.  Meaning, it may sound like it’s free, 

but it really isn’t.  There are some strings attached. You may not be paying directly for that, but 

somewhere down the line, you are.  But when it comes to the food and drink that God offers, it is 

free, truly free.  This is a gracious invitation, all by grace, a free gift.  Christ paid that 

incalculable cost on the cross.  His righteousness is sufficient and more than enough to cover the 

debts of every sinner everywhere.  Christ has paid for everything.  Yes, I hear it.  It is too God to 

be true, but it is.  

 

At the bottom of most of the invitation cards we receive those cryptic letters are printed: 

RSVP.  It is an acronym and a polite request in French to respond to the invitation (Repondez s’il 

vous plait).  I heard this story of a married couple who had fled from Eastern Europe before the 

Second World War and found asylum in the UK. Their knowledge of western culture was 

distinctly limited.  So when they received an invitation to a wedding, which concluded with 

RSVP they were flummoxed. ‘Vife,’ said the husband, in his thick, eastern accent, ‘vot does it 

mean, RSVP?  I do not know vot it means.’ Then suddenly, after prolonged reflection, 

inspiration dawned. ‘Vife,’ said the husband, ‘I know vot it means: Remember Send Vedding 

Present!’  That couple thought the card was a demand, when in reality it was an invitation.  

Many people make the same mistake today about Jesus Christ and the gospel.  It is the same 

concept that we see in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  
 
For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.”  Jesus invites those who are “weary and are carrying heavy burdens” to “take 

my yoke upon you.”  It is when we take the yoke of Christ that we are liberated and satisfied.  

 

Today the Lord is extending an invitation to you. “Come and eat!” “Come and drink!” 

“Come and Be Satisfied!” “Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live.”  

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.  Come, you who have no money; come, buy 

and eat without money and without price.  Come and eat what is good; delight yourself in rich 

food. Yes, come and be satisfied!  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen! 


