
 

 1 

First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Sermon Notes (Sunday, November 18, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor  

 

“Marked as Christ’s Own Forever!” 

Psalm 51; Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Today is another special Sunday for our Church’s Family.  Not only we get to witness the 

baptism of Nathan Michael Salmon and Emma Elizabeth Salmon and surround the Salmon 

family with our love, but also we, as a congregation, get to reignite, rededicate, ourselves to the 

Lord as we present to God our 2019 Pledge Cards.  In other words, as Nathan and Emma are 

marked today as Christ’s own forever, the rest of us who belong to Christ are also reminded of 

what it means to be good stewards of God’s various gifts.  

 

This morning I would like to bring these two joyful events, the Baptism and Stewardship 

Sunday, in conversation with one of the most meaningful events of Jesus’ life ~ His own 

baptism.  Why did Jesus come to John at the Jordan river and ask to be baptized?  For Jesus, 

baptism was a pivotal event in His life, a turning point.  He was the child of God.  But at His 

baptism He also knew that the time had come for Him to not only make a public statement about 

who He was, but also to begin a three-year ministry which was part of His purpose on earth.  His 

baptism marked a call on His human life that had begun at His birth but was only at age 30 

sealed and confirmed.  

 

On this day Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit to begin His public ministry but His 

baptism also marked the day in which He began His journey to the cross.  God was pleased with 

His Son because Jesus did not take the human path most taken – the one that takes care of the 

self alone – the easy path.  Instead Jesus chose obedience to the will of God and a life that was 

both Spirit-led and Spirit-filled.  Three important things to remember today: 

 

First: Let’s Remember that in Baptism we are Marked as Christ’s own Forever 

You may have noticed that I made a little cross with oil on the forehead of Nathan and 

Emma as I baptized them in the name of the Father, and of Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  This is 

allowed in the Presbyterian Church.  It is a sign of the anointing of the Holy Spirit, following the 

example we just heard in Scripture as the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus at His baptism.   

 

The Holy Spirit is that part of the Trinity that empowers us to remain in Christ, to abide 

in Him, to follow His way, and to spread His Word in the world.  Baptism initiates us as 

members of a community – the community of believers – the beloved community – the Body of 

Christ.  And, as members of the Body of Christ we are given hope in God’s promised future.  No 

matter how far away we should stray, the hand of our Heavenly Father and the Spirit of grace 

will find us and call us back to our true identity in Christ.  Therefore, let’s always remember that 

in baptism, we are marked as Christ's own, belonging to Him forever.   

 

Second: Let’s always Remember that our Children (and us) are a Work in Progress 
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But we have to know that in baptism, we are not automatically “finished.”  We are not 

done.  In fact, in the act of baptism, we have just begun.  Sanctification – becoming God’s Holy 

people – is a lifelong process.  Brian and Heather Salmon and the congregation of the First 

Presbyterian Church in Blackwood have just made a commitment to nurture and teach Nathan 

and Emma the faith that we have received.  That is a big commitment and must not be taken 

lightly.  It doesn't end with confirmation either.  We are lifelong learners, lifelong disciples of 

Jesus and as we study the Word of God even into our 80’s and 90’s we never cease to be 

astounded.  We never cease to grow in understanding and relationship with God until that day 

when we meet God face to face and our baptism is complete.   

 

Third: Finally, Let’s Remember to Pave the Way for the Next Generation 

At the heart of Christian stewardship is the fact that one generation paves, smooths, the 

way for the next.  Today, we are to make the way well known.  We are to level the rough ground 

for the next generation to know the Lord.  There are many ways to do so.  This can be done 

through our example, our commitment to give and to keep the light of Christ shining through this 

congregation, as well as many other ways.  

 

Missional strategist Lance Ford and his wife own a small farm.  Lance tells that the game 

trails of the deer and smaller animals change throughout the turns of the seasons.  They become 

well-worn in certain areas and grow faint in others as the animals change their travel patterns.  

As fewer and fewer followers (animals) travel along the way (trails), the way becomes harder to 

find.  Encroaching vegetation can make the path faint and difficult to follow. 

 

Leonard Sweet, E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at Drew University, NJ, 

comment on this and says, “Similarly, Christianity flourishes or diminishes according to how 

followers follow.  In walking with Jesus, they clear the path for others to follow.  They keep the 

way distinguishable by being and doing the Way.  They (we) are both following and 

followable.”
1
  Are you followable?  Can others see the Way in us, or has our lack of following 

caused the way itself to become encroached by and indistinguishable from the surrounding 

culture?  To God in Christ be all praise, honor, and glory and to that all God’s people said 

“Amen!” 
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 Leonard Sweet, I am a Follower: The Way, Truth, and Life of Following Jesus (Nashville, TN: Thomas  

Nelson, 2012), 80. 


