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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Sermon Notes (Sunday, November 25, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris A. Yousef, Pastor  

 

“Does Your Cup Overflow?” 
Psalms 23; Luke 18:9-14 

 

Today is the Sunday right after Thanksgiving and I believe if you got a few minutes this 

week to count your blessings, you would probably sing with David the words of Psalm 23:5, 

“My cup overflows.”  I understand that not everything in your life is going the way you want, 

yet, when you pause to count your blessings, you will realize right away that your cup still runs 

over.    

 

But this Sunday is also Christ the King Sunday.  It is this Sunday in our liturgical 

calendar when we remind ourselves of Christ’s reign and our need to submit out will, our mind, 

our body, our heart to Christ’s sovereignty.  It is a celebration of the Kingship of Jesus Christ.   

 

And thirdly, this Sunday is also a continuation of our Stewardship season.  It is again this 

time of the year when we as a congregation, as followers of Christ, rededicate ourselves anew to 

the work of God through the ministry of this congregation.  It is this time of the year when we 

say to God in a tangible way that we do care about God’s Kingdom and His righteousness.  It is 

this time of the year when we allow God to free ourselves from the love of money and the trap of 

materialism.  It is this time of the year when we affirm that Jesus Christ is indeed the Lord of my 

heart and He is also the Lord of my pocket and checkbook.  

 

So here we are – in the Lord’s House on this Sunday morning, the Sunday after 

Thanksgiving, being Christ the King Sunday, and in this stewardship season.  As we bring these 

trifold aspects of this last Sunday in November together, please allow me to underscore a few 

observations this morning.  How or when our cups do overflow? 

 

First: Our Cups Run Over Because we Have Christ 

First and foremost, our cups run over because we have Christ.  Colossians 1:27 speaks 

about the “mystery of being in Christ” and the “glorious riches of this mystery which is Christ in 

us, the hope of glory.”  In Christ, we have all things.  In our Tuesday evening Bible Study here at 

the Church, we have been studying Ephesians.  The central thought of the first three chapters in 

Ephesians is the riches, the abundance, and the blessings we have in Christ.  Richest that may 

never cross your mind.  Our cups run over because we have Christ. 

 

Listen to the words of the bible in Romans 8:32, “He who did not spare His own Son, but 

gave Him up for us all -- how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”  

The argument of this verse is from the greatest to the least.  The greatest act of God’s love was to 

let His Son die on the cross for us. There is no other act of love that is greater.  I mean, can we 

imagine a father letting His own son die for other people?  Yet, God let His Son die for me and 

you.  If letting His Son die was the hardest thing for God to do, then anything by comparison is 
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simple.  Friends, if you have Christ, you’ve got everything you need for the journey here on earth 

and the requirements of God’s admission to heaven.  If you do not have Christ, you are the 

poorest of the poor even if you’ve billions of dollars. 

Second: Our Cups Run Over When We Give 

Some people think that their cup will run over if they keep accumulating money.  My 

friends, our cup will never run over if we are stingy.  Billionaire John D. Rockefeller was asked 

that question once: When is enough ever enough?  His response was that famous line I am sure 

we’ve heard before: “Just one more dollar.”  “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever 

loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.  This too is meaningless” says Ecclesiastes 5:10.  

 

Our cup runs over when we give back to the Lord.  “Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and 

see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 

not have room enough for it” Malachi 3:10.  Jesus echoed the same words in Luke 6:38, “Give, 

and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, 

will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 

Third: Our Cups Run Over When We Pray and Receive 

Our cup runs over when we pray in faith and receive.  In John 16:24 Jesus said to His 

disciples, “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, 

and your joy will be complete.”  I heard the story of this 3-year-old boy who went to the grocery 

store with his mother.  Before they entered the grocery store she said to him, “Now you’re not 

going to get any chocolate chip cookies today.  I cannot afford it, so don’t even ask.”  She put 

him up in the cart and he sat in the little child’s seat while she wheeled down the aisles.  He was 

doing just fine until they came to the cookie section.  When he saw the chocolate chip cookies, 

he stood up in the seat, and said, “Mom, can I have some chocolate chip cookies?”  She said, “I 

told you not even to ask. You’re not going to get any at all today.”  So he sat back down.  

 

They continued down the aisles, but in their search for certain items they ended up back 

in the cookie aisle. “Mom, can I please have some chocolate chip cookies?”  She said, “I told 

you that you can’t have any.  Now sit down and be quiet.”  Finally, they were approaching the 

checkout lane.  The little boy sensed that this may be his last chance.  So just before they got to 

the line, he stood up on the seat of the cart and shouted in his loudest voice, “In the name of 

Jesus, may I have some chocolate chip cookies?”  And everybody round about just laughed.  

Some even applauded.  And, according to radio broadcaster Paul Harvey, due to the generosity 

of the other shoppers, the little boy and his mother left with 23 boxes of chocolate chip cookies.   

 

Friends, our God is a very generous God.  If you cannot wrap your head around this truth, 

look at the Parable we just read from Luke 18 ~ the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector.  It 

was a prayer that this tax collector offered by faith that sent him home justified before God.  God 

takes those prayer requests we offer in faith and answers them in His own way and time.  The 

“Overflow” is only experienced by those followers of Jesus who have declared the LORD to be 

their Shepherd.  The “Overflow” is only experienced by those followers of Jesus who are seeking 

to bring every aspect of their life under the total Lordship and sovereignty of Jesus Christ.  Yes, 

you and I today can transition from being overwhelmed to overflowing.  Amen! 
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