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“Hope: Actively Waiting!” 

Isaiah 40:1-5; Mark 13:33-37 

 

In the midst of anxiety, urgency, distraction, and exhaustion of modern life, we enter into 

the Season of Advent this morning.  This is a season when we are supposed to anticipate not only 

the coming of the birth of the Christ child, but the consummation of the Kingdom of God when 

Christ the King comes again in glory.  But in the reading from the gospel of Mark, Jesus makes 

the “Coming of the Son of Man” sound scary.  Mark 13:24-25 states, “But in those days, 

following that distress, “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars 

will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”  Today’s sermon asks us to look 

at this coming in a new light ... the “urgency” Christ calls us to is not one of anxiety, but one of 

hope.  

 

Life in the world today! 

There are so many factors driving our sense of anxiety, distraction, and urgency.  Turn on 

the news, and EVERYTHING is “BREAKING NEWS!”  Evidently, there's no such thing as 

“regular old news” anymore!  Try to have a conversation with anyone these days and you’re 

constantly interrupted by the text sound or the tweet noise or something else coming from 

someone’s phone in their pocket.  This ubiquitous part of our lives distracts us.  Sometimes we 

feel that we need to blurt out what needs to be said before the next (DING) cuts into our train of 

thought.   

 

If you are on social media, everyone encourages you to “click this” and “take a look at 

that,”; “Like this” or “Heart that”.  Everywhere we turn, it feels that we are being pushed and 

pulled with a growing sense of anxiety about our future.  We are asked to address every aspect of 

our lives with a sense of urgency.  And this sense of urgency is exhausting.  In today’s gospel 

from Mark, Jesus seems to be pointing us toward this type of life lived in urgency, but without 

being exhausted, distracted, or overwhelmed.  

 

Jesus Has Come and He will Come Again 

In the passage from Mark 13, Jesus appears to be talking about a time when He will 

return. But, Jesus says, “about that day and hour no one knows.”  Jesus seems to be telling us 

that there will be no warning of this return, so we need to be ready.  We’ve got to live each 

moment as if it could be our last. 

 

Needless to say, for some of us, this does not feel to be a very comforting gospel here at 

the beginning of Advent.  We should not feel that way.  Advent is a season of anticipation.  But 

this first Sunday of Advent is supposed to remind us that we are anticipating not only the birth of 

the Christ child, but we are also anticipating the consummation of God’s Kingdom ~ the coming 

of the fullness of God’s Kingdom.  This will be a time of great joy for all of God’s creation.  
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When we read the signs of the coming of Christ, they do indeed sound like terrible, scary 

images.  What does make it good news then?  What makes it good news is that Jesus is saying in 

the midst of that crisis, in the midst of scary things, He is coming back.  

 

What Should we Do then? 

The problem is the next metaphor Jesus uses causes us to get stuck.  Jesus tells us to keep 

awake!  To help us understand how important this is, He tells us the story of a thief breaking into 

a house.  Because Jesus uses the story of a thief breaking into a house, we are immediately put 

on guard as if what’s coming is to be feared and protected against.  But this is not the intention.  

The return of the Lord is not a time of dread, but a time joy and gladness.  That’s what we are 

anticipating.  That’s what we are hoping for.  It is the most joyful event you and I should be 

looking for.  Basically, Jesus was saying: get excited ... keep awake ... be ready … your 

redemption is drawing near.  The Kingdom of God will be complete. 

 

So, how are we supposed to be ready?  What are we supposed to do?  Well, I don’t think 

we are supposed to be in a state of urgency, anxiously awaiting the return of Christ.  We don’t 

have to be scanning the news channels waiting for the “Breaking News Announcement: Jesus 

Has Returned.”  We don’t have to keep our Smart phones at the ready, worrying we’ll miss 

Jesus' text or tweet telling us He’s back! 

 

Instead, Jesus tells us simply to be ready.  We do this by examining our commitment to 

His Kingdom.  We do this by paying attention to the needs of others. We do this by opening our 

hearts to the least among us. We do this by loving our neighbor as ourselves.  Here’s the thing.  

When we love one another, we reflect that which God created us to be.  When we love one 

another we are part of the God’s Kingdom.  That’s what Jesus wants us to be ready to see.   

 

We do this by living in the reality of what Jesus has already showed us, and what He has 

promised.  I have heard the story of a wise old Rabbi who instructed his students by asking 

questions.  He asked, “How can a person tell when the darkness ends and the day begins?” After 

thinking for a moment, one student replied, “It is when there is enough light to see an animal in 

the distance and be able to tell if it is a sheep or a goat.”  Another student ventured, “It is when 

there is enough light to see a tree, and tell if it is a fig or an oak tree.” 

 

The old Rabbi gently said, “No.  It is when you can look into a man’s face and recognize 

him as your brother.  For if you cannot recognize in another’s face the face of your brother, the 

darkness has not yet begun to lift, and the light has not yet come.”  Friends, Jesus has come and 

He will come again.  When He comes, may He find us hard at work of loving and serving Him 

and others in His name.  O Come, O come Emmanuel!  Amen.  

 

 


