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Sermon Notes (2
nd

 Sunday in Advent ~ December 9, 2018) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

 “Peace in the Middle of the Storm!” 

Isaiah 48:17-22; Mark 4:35-41 

 

Peace ~ God’s Shalom “the peace of God” ~ is celebrated as the theme of this Second 

Sunday of Advent.  I read about this contest where whoever painted the picture that displayed 

peace in the greatest, most compelling way would win a big prize.  There were all of these 

paintings of very beautiful, peaceful sceneries: the sun setting over an ocean, palm trees blowing 

in the wind, so peaceful.  There was a pasture scene with these rolling, lush, green hills, a white 

picket fence and a beautiful lake in the background.  One was a winter scene with fresh snow and 

a small log cabin.  You could see the fireplace through the window, the majestic mountains in 

the background.  It looked so warm and cozy.   

 

But the painting that won the first prize was a picture of a huge storm with lightning 

flashing across the sky, rain coming down and wind blowing the trees.  It looked just the 

opposite of peace.  But over in the corner in the cleft of a rock was a bird in her nest tucked 

away.  Underneath her outstretched wings were six of her baby birds.  In the midst of this huge 

storm, they were just sitting there as calm and as peaceful as can be.  This is real peace. 

  

What is Peace? 

Often times, we misunderstand what peace means.  Peace is not the absence of trouble.  

Peace is not getting rid of all of your enemies, overcoming all of your challenges or paying off 

all of your bills.  No, there can be trouble, conflict, storms, and challenges all around you on the 

outside, but real peace is trusting God enough to not allow it to get on the inside. 

 

Peace is not the absence of trouble. Peace is knowing that God is right there with you in 

the midst of your troubles.  Often times, Scriptures, especially the Book of Psalms, talk about 

how God will cover us with His wings.  He will hide us in the rock.  In other words, don’t wait 

for all of your problems to resolve and then decide to quit worrying.  It is actually the opposite.  

Decide to trust God no matter what is happening around you.  Find that place of peace and make 

up your mind that you’re going to have peace right in the midst of the storm. 

 

“Lord, Don’t You Care?” 

This is what Jesus expected from His disciples in Mark chapter 4; a big storm is taking 

over their little boat.  The disciples got so afraid, so terrified that they ran in to Jesus and said, 

“Jesus, wake up! We’re all about to die!”  “Do you not care that we are perishing?”  It is a 

question we have all asked in moments of desperation: “Do you not care that we are perishing?”  

 

 Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my child is sick?  Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my 

marriage is falling apart?  Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my friends have deserted me?  Lord 

Jesus, don’t you care that I have no money?  Lord Jesus, don’t you care that I feel so alone?  
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Lord Jesus, don’t you care that I want to give up?  Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my health is 

declining?  Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my husband/wife has died?  Lord Jesus, don’t you 

care that I lost my job?  No one is immune to these moments of desperation.  

 

We have all asked these questions in a million ways a million times.  We never question 

the Lord’s compassion when things are going well.  But here is the lesson for us, my friends.  

God’s compassion is not measured by our circumstances nor is His faithfulness is limited to our 

understanding.  God cares just as much when the storm is raging as when the seas are calm and 

the sun is shining.  His mercy is not limited to the sunlight nor this mercy to the stillness of the 

waves.   

 

Jesus got up and simply spoke to the storm.  He said, “Peace. Be still.”  Instantly, 

everything calmed down.  Jesus was in the storm, but He didn’t let the storm get in Him.  He 

knew His authority.  He knew who He was.  He knew His power wasn’t based on circumstances.  

He wasn’t going to fret because He was in faith.  He stayed in peace and brought peace to the 

situation.  The Prophet Isaiah reminds us in Isaiah 48:18 “If only you had paid attention to my 

commands, your peace would have been like a river, your well-being like the waves of the sea.” 

 

The Eye of the Storm 

Yes, we can have God’s peace while in the middle of the storm.  As you might know, in 

the center of any hurricane, there’s something called the “eye of the storm” where it is very calm 

and peaceful.  All around there is chaos, winds blowing 100 plus miles an hour, debris flying left 

and right, danger everywhere; but as long as you’re in the eye of the storm, it is as calm and 

peaceful as can be. 

 

In life, there will be times when it seems like everything is out of control. Challenges, 

adversities and stress will come.  But just like the eye of the storm, in the midst of that difficulty, 

there is a place of peace where you can go.  That place is a person and His name is Jesus Christ.  

When you fully trust Him, you'll have peace when you should be upset. You'll have peace when 

really you should be stressed out.  In John 14:27, Jesus said to His disciples, “Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid.”  The Prophet Isaiah reminds us in Isaiah 9:6 that Jesus is “The 

Prince of Peace” and the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:14 states “He Himself is our peace.”  May 

you hear His voice today commanding your storm and the raging seas around you, “Peace. Be 

still.”  May Christ’s peace be yours today.  Amen! 
 
 
 

 


