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Sermon Notes (Sunday, January 6, 2019) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

 “Epiphany: Going Home a Different Way!” 

Exodus 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Church’s Calendar marks this Sunday as “Epiphany Sunday.”  The Feast of the Epiphany 

falls 12 days after Christmas.  It is also known as Theophany, Little Christmas or Three Kings 

Day.  The word “Epiphany” or “Theophany” means “to reveal, to make known, to be made 

manifest” so the essence of today’s feast is the revelation of Christ to the whole world.  We 

celebrate God’s “showing up in our midst” in the person of Jesus Christ.  For Western Christians, 

the day celebrates the visit of the Wise Men, or the Magi, to the newborn baby Jesus.  For 

Eastern Christians, the Epiphany commemorates the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, which 

symbolizes His presentation and revelation to the world as the Son of God.    

 

So, technically, we are still in the season of Christmas and we are invited to ponder the 

mystery of Christ’s incarnation.  We are invited to ponder how “The Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth” John 1.14. So as we look together this morning at the story of the Magi, please 

allow me to make two short observations. 

 

First: The Journey of the Wise Men is our Journey too 

The journey of the Wise Men, symbolizes the faith journey of God’s men and women 

down the ages.  The doubts, the fears, the decision to give up and turn back for home, but still 

something nagging in the back of one’s head, says ‘stay with it, keep on traveling’.  The story of 

the Wise Men is a metaphor for our own spiritual life and journey of faith.    

 

In His abundant grace, God continues to reveal Himself to us today and we follow our 

star, we begin the journey.  It might not be an easy journey.  In fact, it might be quite difficult, 

with many trials and sorrows and struggles on the way.  It might take a long time, longer than 

you think.  Remember the journey from Persia, where the Wise Men came from, to Bethlehem 

was over 1,000 miles and it must have taken few months.  It might have detours that take you 

down ways you did not expect, and maybe don’t even seem right or good.  But follow me, Jesus 

says, and in the end, you will see.   

 

Have you ever wondered what made the Wise Men go?  The star, you might say. Of 

course.  But why did they follow it?  I don’t think they followed because they had it all figured 

out.  Rather, they followed because they trusted.  They trusted that the king of the Jews had been 

born.  

 

The Wise Men in Matthew 2 pack up their stuff, take their treasures, and follow the star.  

I wonder if other wise men ridiculed them, like the ridicule Noah must have received, building a 

giant boat where there wasn’t even a drop of water!  Why go see a king who isn’t even your 
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king?  Why give up what you have?  Why make a journey you may not come home from?  The 

Magi were willing to leave safety and familiarity, to risk a difficult and costly journey to follow 

their star, to follow God’s revelation.  It is the same thing Moses did as God revealed himself to 

him in the burning bush in Exodus 3. 

 

There is an old saying that goes like this: “You’re not wise because you know so much; 

you’re wise when you know how much you don’t know.”  And maybe that’s what made these 

wise men wise.  They knew there was more. More they needed. And so they go.   

 

The Wise Men got to Bethlehem and I am quite sure it was not what they expected to see 

at the end of their journey.  But they did not hang on to what they knew or thought they knew.  

And at the end of their journey, they saw a love they never knew before.  A God who would take 

a human form for His people.  A God who did not come to shepherd His people by bossing them 

around or flexing His muscles – like all the other gods they ever knew.  But by coming like this –

a baby.  Here was a God who so loved His people that He would become poor and weak and 

helpless for them.  He was not a king like Herod or any of the other kings they knew. As they 

realized this, they fell down, worshiped Him, and offered their treasures. 

 

And so it is told us, revealed to us. That we, too, might know. That we, too, might go.  It 

is, in fact, why you come here every week.  To taste and see this same Lord. This God who so 

loves you that He would come here for you, like this.  

 

Second: In our Journey, we Must be Willing to Be Changed 

Scripture tells us that an angel comes to the Wise Men in a dream and tells them of King 

Herod’s plans.  The wise men discovered that for their journey back, they had to go home by 

another way: “Then being warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed 

for their own country another way” Matthew 2:!2.  They leave for their country “By Another 

way.”  They go home different.  They go home changed. 

 

That is the trouble with God, He will not leave us as we came but sends us stripped of our 

presumptions, making for home by another way, and we find our lives changed by the power of 

the Holy Spirit as we trust and obey.  The Wise Men were changed by this encounter with baby 

Jesus and such changes are signs of God’s activity.  If someone says to you: “I have met with 

God!”  Then ask them how they have changed?   

 

The Wise Men were wise because they were willing to follow their star.  They did not 

hang on to what they knew or thought they knew.  They allowed God’s Spirit of revelation, of 

Epiphany, to change them.  Today is the first Sunday in 2019.  May prayers for us as followers 

of Jesus this year is to follow where God leads.  The journey may be long and tiring, from Persia 

to Bethlehem, but I assure you, it is worth it.  And when we encounter the King anew this year, 

may we be ready to change – to go another way.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen!  

 
 
 
 


