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Sermon Notes (Sunday, January 13, 2019) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“A Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation for You!” 

Psalm 119:33-40; Ephesians 1:15-23 

 

The prayer of the Apostle Paul recorded in Ephesians 1:15-23 is a remarkable prayer.  At 

the heart of this prayer is Paul’s request that “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory,” might give to the saints in Ephesus (and you and me as well!) “the Spirit of wisdom and 

of revelation as we come to know him” Ephesians 1:17.  That is a profound request that I hope 

will consume our prayers this year. 

 

In this prayer in Ephesians 1:17, Paul asked that the “God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge 

of Him.”  It is a prayer for wisdom and revelation.  The word “wisdom” in this verse is from 

the Greek word “sophias.”  It is an old Greek word that was used to describe insight or wisdom 

not naturally attained.  In other words, this is not natural human wisdom — this is special 

insight. 

 

The word “revelation” is from the Greek word “apokalupsis.”  It refers to something that 

has been veiled or hidden for a long time and then suddenly, almost instantaneously, becomes 

clear and visible to the mind or eye.  It is like pulling the curtains out of the way so you can see 

what has always been just outside your window.  The scene was always there for you to enjoy, 

but the curtains blocked your ability to see the real picture.  But when the curtains are drawn 

apart, you can suddenly see what has been hidden from your view.  The moment you see beyond 

the curtain for the first time and observe what has been there all along but not evident to you —

 that is what the Bible calls a “revelation.”  This is an Epiphany as I said a couple weeks ago. 

 

Now if we apply the meanings of these two concepts ~ wisdom and revelation ~ to the 

realm of spiritual truths, we will find out that the truths we now grasp and enjoy were always 

there in the realm of the Spirit, but they were veiled — hidden to us.  It wasn’t the time for these 

truths to be revealed yet, so they remained obscured from our sight, even though they were 

always there. But once the right time came and the Holy Spirit removed the veil that obstructed 

our view, our minds instantly saw and understood.  When this occurred, you and I had 

a revelation!  You saw it! You understood it! You had a revelation! 

 

It is a fact that truths remain hidden until God chooses to reveal them to us.  This is why 

Paul prayed for God “to give” the Ephesian church a spirit of wisdom and revelation.  The phrase 

“to give” is the Greek word didomi, which means to hand something over completely to someone 

else.  It could also be translated to impart. Today and the next couple Sundays we will be looking 

at Ephesians chapter one to see what has been revealed to us in Christ.  Let me bring to your 

attention just one great truth today.  Ready?  
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First: God Has Chosen You 

In Ephesians 1:3 Paul says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”  Like what?  Check 

verse 4.  “Just as he chose us in Christ
 
before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless before him in love.”  When did he do it?  Before there was anything.  When there was 

just Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Before the foundations of the world.  Infinite God who dwells 

outside of time went down through the time that He would make it happen according to the 

riches of His grace which He lavishes upon us. 

 

The Bible gives us a picture of a sovereign God who has chosen you before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.  Me?  Why?  I do not 

understand it.  I don’t get it.  Friends, this is a very refreshing truth.  It is so amazing.  It is the 

last thing you could think of.  Until you know it, you do not know how awesome that is.  This is 

the good news.  He took our worse, and gave us His best. 

 

Imagine you are sitting in a stadium with thousands and thousands of people.  You are 

sitting over in the far corner and you are one of a sea of faces.  Imagine someone you respect 

greatly … a King, a President, a celebrity, a religious leader … someone you respect more than 

anyone else.  Someone whom you have never seen in person.  Someone you have never had a 

chance to meet in person.  Someone whom you have always looked up to.  You just cannot 

imagine you are in the same room with this person.  Imagine you see this person walking and 

walking to your end of the arena and they walk up up up the steps to your section and then up the 

steps further to your row and then walk down the row.  By now your heart is beating so fast and 

in that sea of people they say, “You.  I want you.”  That is what the Bible saying when it says 

God has chosen you.  God didn’t see you doing the thing you do best, and He said I can use him 

or her in my team.  No, my friends.  He chose you in Christ before there was a universe, before 

there was a galaxy, before there was a universe, before anything.  When there was just Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

“I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him.”  Think about God choosing YOU before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.”  Paul prays for the 

Ephesians (and we should in turn pray for ourselves and for others) that we might know, or 

experience more deeply God’s salvation, God’s calling, God’s hope, God’s inheritance, and 

God’s power in the saints.  I will say more about all of this in the coming weeks.  If such were 

the content and focus of our prayers, how radically different and more Christ-exalting would be 

our lives!  Amen! 

 

 

 


