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Sermon Notes (Sunday, January 27, 2019) 

Rev. Dr. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Consider Your Calling!” 

Isaiah 43:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 

Last Sunday we looked at a remarkable prayer that the Apostle Paul prayed for the saints 

in Ephesus.  The prayer is recorded in Ephesians 1:15-23.  The emphasis of the prayer is on 

enlightenment ~ “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened” Ephesians 1:18.  At the 

heart of this prayer is Paul’s request that “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,” 

might give to the saints in Ephesus (and you and me as well!) “the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation as we come to know him” Ephesians 1:17.  That is a profound request that I hope 

will consume our prayers this year. 

 

The purpose of this series of messages I’ve been delivering from this pulpit during this 

month is to allow God to unveil the foundations of our Christian living.  It is like pulling the 

curtains out of the way so you can see what has always been just outside your window.  It is 

digging deeper into what it means to be a follower of Jesus and learn to lean on the “the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Jesus.” 

 

First: God has Chosen You 

Last Sunday we looked at one of the most uplifting truths of Christianity that is in Christ 

God has chosen you before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love” Ephesians 1:4. God hand-picked you.  We neither earned this status nor we deserve it.  

Ephesians 2:4 states, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved.” 

 

The only other place this word “choose” is used in 1 Corinthians 1:27-28, 

“God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 

to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 

to bring to nothing things that are.”  So what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 is that 

before we were made, God saw us in our sin and our rebellion, and he graciously set his favor on 

us owing to nothing in ourselves.  Paul calls it in Romans 11:5 the “election of grace.”  

 

This electing love is absolutely unconditional.  God foresaw us as undeserving when He 

chose us because the blessing of our election had to come through Jesus Christ ~ Ephesians 1:4-

5.  We needed a redeemer in His eyes when He chose us.  So be amazed.  If you are a believer in 

Jesus, God has loved you from before the world and chose you to be His own.  The love of God 

in Christ for you is so spectacular that you cannot grasp it.   I bet we will spend not only the rest 

of our lives but our eternity pondering the mystery of God’s love. 

 

Second: He Has Called You 
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This morning, I would like to shed some light on another awesome truth.  In 1 

Corinthians 1:9 we read, “God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.”  Paul echoes the same truth in 1 Corinthians 1:26 “Consider your calling, 

brothers and sisters.”  Paul is referring to the work of God in calling them to Himself out of 

darkness into light, out of death into life. You can see the meaning pretty clearly in verses 22–24: 

“For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God.”  

 

So there are three groups in these verses: the Jews, the Gentiles, and “the called.”  Or to 

be more precise: the non-called Jews, the non-called Gentiles, and the called Jews and Gentiles.  

And what’s the difference?  The non-called Jews see Christ-crucified as a stumbling block (verse 

23). The non-called Gentiles see Christ-crucified as folly (verse 23).  But “the called” Jews and 

Gentiles see Christ-crucified as “the power of God and the wisdom of God (verse 24).  This 

means that the call is the work of God that opens our eyes to see Christ as true and powerful and 

wise and beautiful and compelling so that we receive him for salvation.  This call was effective.  

It produced in you what it called for.  And only God can do it.  And he did it for you. 

 

As we consider our own calling today and rejoice over the fact that God has chosen and 

called us, we also rejoice in the fact that our God is still in the business of calling people to 

Himself.  Today God calls Adam Carannante and Aaron Ausburn, Jr. to join the family of God as 

they receive the Sacrament of Christian Baptism.  “I have called you by name, you are mine” 

says the Prophet Isaiah 43:1.  In the Sacrament of Baptism, God claims us as God’s own children 

even before we fully understand the depth of this calling.  Every time we gather around the 

baptismal font, we are reminded of the abundance of God’s love.  So, every time we think of our 

own calling, may we remember the joy and wonder of the Christian living and at the same time 

may we celebrate a God who is making all things new in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Brothers and 

sisters consider your calling.  In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


